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Îngly decided to recommend, nothing heroie but simply
to draw- up, an outl!ne 'of -the information it considers
each class of municipality should furnish to its citizens,
to its creditors, and to the public at large, leaving -to
each province, or each municipality to take what action
it flnds necessary with regard to details. The recoin-
mendations. are based upon those prepared by the~
National Municipal beague of the United States, and
modified by Mr. L. G. Powers, chief atatistician at
Washington, with the view to the publication of muni-
cipal statistics for the United States as a whole. The
committee has made sucli additional modifications as
were necessarv to adapt the plan to conditions in Canada.

The adoption of the Committee's suggestions wr.uld
involve but a very smaîl preliminary expenditure.

The next question that naturally arises is whether the
expected resuits make the changes worth while. In
other words, will it pay our municipalities to give a
little more attention to their bookkeeping and statisties :
In the opinion of the committee a ready and decided
answer may be given in the affirmative. At the present
moment the unclassified information supplied(1) throws-
littie, and ini fact almost riniformly no liglit on the net
cost of the varions municipal services, (2) gives no
adequate information on the resuits of municipal is
against private ownership, (3) discourages zeal for
economy among municeipal officiais, (4) prevents intelý-
ligent public intereet in local affairs, (5) prejudices the
mnost favorable sale of municipal debentures.

The circumstances of the Dominion have raised the
following special questions:-

1. IIow should municipalities be classified for statis-
tical purposes if, as is evident, more detalled returns
should be required of those of greater size?
2. What information should be required of each
class?
3. What sbould be expected of the Dominion Govern-
ment in compiling these statistics through its statis-
tical and census departmnents, the Doinion having
the power of takiug "the Census anmd Statisties» un-
der section 91, sub-section 6 cf the Britishi North

A similar classification should 'be required of ail,
a more detailed classification being, required of
the larger municiaplities.

The following is the classification of accounts that the
committee would propose for general adoption:

. Gejneral Classlft#-aUîon of Services

General Government
Council
Elections
Officiais
Buildings

Protection of Life and Property
Police
Fire
Pounds

Health and Sanitation
including Street Cleaning

and Sewers
H-ighways

Roads
Sidewalks
Street Lighting

Charities and Correction
Poor
Hospitals
Jaîls

Education
Public Schools
Highi Schoo1ls
Libraries
Museumes and Art Galleries

Recreation
Parks and Gardens
Celebrations

MNiscellaneous
Judgements, etc.
Sundries (particularize)

Public Utilities

Receipts

imnercial Services
i and Bridges
id Weigh Scales

rions
L92,

oua»,

Expenditures Balance
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