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Printeq o the Life-history of the Sockeye Salmon.
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| Result of British Columbia Fisheries for 1913

This Province Produced $14,455,488 from the Fishing
Industry Last Year, Which Is More than the Com.
bined Value of the Three Maritime Provinces Fisheries
The Salmon Pack Was the Chief Factor in the Total,
Amounting to $9,540,368.

B 1he Provincial Fisheries Report for 1913, Hon. W. J.

OWser, Commissioner, which has just been made public,
Overs the fishing activities of the year throughout the
fOvince, and is replete with valuable information to this
Yaluable angd increasingly important industry of British
Olumbja,

Some of the most important scientific investigations
¢ being carried on in the Dominion are being under-
aken by the Provincial Government’s Fisheries Depart-
BSE Under the supervision of Mr. N. D. Mclntyre,
fep“ty Commissioner, this scientific work has proceeded
AVorably  Mr. J. P. Babcock has investigated the spawn-
Ng-beds of the Fraser River. Mr. G. P. Napier hgs report-
¢d on the obstructed condition of the Fraser River. Dr.

- Gilbert has contributed the most important paper ]}Set

r.
Joseph Stafford has reported on the native oyster of British
SO Umbia. Mr. W. F. Thompson has reported on the

hell-fish " Beds of British Columbia, and also on the
3 alone of British Columbia. Dr. C. F. and W. A. New-
dMbe have reported on British Columbia Sea Lions. The
Hep.artment has also included a valuable map showing the
libut Grounds of British Columbia, with _general re-

arks on the best chances of success in catching this im-
Portant figp,
¢ .The fisheries of British Columbia for the fiscal year
iding March 31st, 1913, totalled $14,455,488 in value, an
WCrease of $778,363 over those of the preceding twelve
lﬁon_th& This exceeds the value of the fisheries of the three

ritime Provinces combined, and is almost half the tqtal
Yalue of the fisheries of Canada, which for that period

Mounted to $33,389,464.
The figures by Provinces follow:

British Columbia $14,455,480

N6esia Seotia- . 7,321,821
New Brunswick . 4,264,

Ontario .o 2,842,878
Cbebece o . 1988241
Prince Edward Island . 1,3(7)3,?28
Manitobs = v i s
Saskatchewan ... e et
Yukon Territory g
ATDEIta oo rerrermimsrnrmss s ;

olumbia constitutes the
. Cto $9,540,368. Through
d for the cheaper varie-
er were packed, the
hat of the preceding

chi The salmon-pack of Briti :
ly . fact.or in the total, amounting
tie'ser Prices and decreased deman
toty) for which reason less of the latt
twel Value of the salmon is less than t

flvemonth, $9,851.897.

: i i nd
he chief increases in production are in halibut a

A i d at $2,461,208
Sy 4 ted, halibut valued at $2,401,2
= ]agrrldegoa:‘t tthhee yp(:)il;sqg? the Province, as compared with
uantities valued at $1,845,135 in the previous year. An

tn 3 ¢ i aken is also
she MOUS increase in the value of the herring t

M?rn’ this being figured at $1,017,417, as compared with
/30 for the preceding year.

19 The total value of fish marketed during the fiscal year

<13 is comprised as follows:

Balmon ... $9,~258g»282
Cod ... 11,282
Oystgrs 1,017,417

erring .. 3,675

Octopus

Whiting 5,000
Perch 13,060
Halibut 2,461,208
Flounders 13,628
Smelts .. 42,090
Trout 40,142
Oolachans 78,950
Sturgeon 75,765
Soles 35,200
Skate 7,184
Shrimp 540
Mixed fish 53,990
Clams 47,200
Crabs, cockles, other shell-fish 202,520
salmon foe - 10,000
Whales and whale products...... 536,774
Fur-seal skins 6,150
Haivsealiskins =~ — - e 569
Guano 5,097
Vel . 29,075

$14,455,480

The glowing future for the fisheries of British Colum-
bia, which everything portends, accentuates the need for
fuller investigation of the habits and distribution of the
food-fishes of this Coast. No attempts on any worthy scale
have as yet been made in this direction, and aside from the
investigations conducted by this Department in the past
few years, the results of which have been given to the public
in the annual reports, there is but scanty literature dealing
with this very important subject. Efforts should be made
to determine the life-history of the herring and halibut, to
note their seasonal migrations, whether for food or breed-
ing purposes, and the banks and areas they frequent at
different months should be charted. Experiments to de-
termine methods of fish-drying and fish-curing suitable to
this Coast should be made, and also methods of curing
approved in the Orient and in Europe should be demon-
strated, and an effort made to secure a market for the other
species of food-fishes which now are not utilized.

An adequate faunistic survey of the waters of the
Coast should be preliminary to the launching of investiga-
tions along the lines indicated. Study of the individual
species of fishes valuable for food would recommend itself
attendant upon such a survey. But no delay attendant
upon the launching of such an ambitious undertaking
should intervene to prevent grappling with the problems of
pressing import. In the case of the halibut, prediction is
made that the fishery will be depleted, although the success
of the catch in recent years would not seem to warrant this.
Immediate study should be given its life-history, however,
in order that protective or other measures be taken to con-
serve it. ‘T'he belief held by many that should the halibut-
fishing be depleted, other varieties of food-fish not now in
favor would take its place, is not warranted. It must be
remembered that for one halibut taken and marketed, prob-
ably ten other food-fishes are caught and destroyed.

The growth of the deep-sea fisheries must be viewed
with great satisfaction, since, in this way, stability of em-
ployment may be offered to a population subsisting by this
industry. The salmon-fisheries, while the chief source of
wealth to the fisherman and packer of the Province in the
past, are open to the objection that they last but from two
to four months.

Added impetus to all branches of the fisheries has been
lent by the removal of the duty upon fresh fish entering the
United States. Halibut, herring, cod, and other fisheries
have benefited by this. The demand for pickled herring is
a noticeable feature in this connection, and already one firm



