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and Turkey. The domestic sleepers are chiefly oak,
and Scotch pine.
rices of the imported sîcepers in 1912 were,-

.-- --------------- 66 cents each (containing 8'4 cu. ft.)
;(chiefly beech) ..58 cents each (containing 3Y/2 cu. ft.)

the war Douglas fir had flot been used ini France for
During the war large quantities have been used, both
tance and extensions of the established railway systems
- building of purely military lines. Standard sicepers
-arly aIl cases been purchased for the latter hunes with
of turning themn over to commercial i ailroads when the
:he temporary military roads no longer exists. These
'e all used without any preservative treatment.
Lted Douglas fir sleepers wiIl have had a fair trial.
ave also been sent to the various French railroads in
they may be creosoted and given a trial. Ali sleepers

nto France are imported before creosoting.
ugineers of the French railroads give preference to a
er.
Iiately following upon the war there mnay be a demand
ed sîcepers. Otherwise the market in France will re-
ed to about one-tenth the annual requirements of the
['he other nine-tenths will continue to be supplied froni
i forests, where oniy the poorer trees and the lower
tumber are made into sleepers.

The Iow rate of duty for short softwood logs is to allow the
importation of pulpwood, a trade amnounting to 17,000,000 tons
weight per year.

The chief ports through which the import timuber trade of
France is handled are Havre, Dunkirk, Bordeaux and Marseilles.

The chief interest for Canadians in the timber situation in
France is in the necessary rebuilding of devastated areas.

The population of the fireswept area in Northern France is
7,000,000. An equal number of people in Belgium have suffered a
wholesale destruction of their buildings. Reconstruction at some
period or other is inevitable. The effect that reconstruction on
such a colossal scale miay be expected to produce on the lumber
trade can only be surmised. There are, however, certain well de-
fined bases from which an estimate may be formed.

The population of 14,000,000 in Northern France and Belgium
have lost a great proportion of their dwellings, industrial and com-
mercial establishments and public works. The ruins will afford
little salvage.

The restoration of peace will be the signal for a burst of
rebuilding throughout the land. The people will immediately
require shelters; temporary industrial, communal and public works
will be matters of first concern for the Government in order to
prevent emigration, start production and absorb the disbanding
armies.

Wood has not been used to a great extent for building in the
war-swept countries. Stone, brick, and cernent tiles are the native
materials. These lie ready at hand, the population is skilled ini
their manufacture and use, their manufacture will afford labor, their
use will obviate sending money abroad to pay for foreigu pur-
chases.

this war Eur


