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Will doubtless take effect this session. We have not an opportunity
of entering into a discussion of its provisions at the present time,
but reserve to ourselves the right to do so on some future occasion.

ANOTHER YEAR’S WORK.

The present number is the last regular issue of THE VARSITY
for the current academic year. [t is our purpose, however, to issue
3 special literary number on Commencement Day. As the present
O¢casion is, in all probability, the last time we shall be permitted
10 speak editorially, we desire to make a short reference to the
w°ﬂf which we have endeavoured to do during the pastyear. Con-
“erning the character of the work we, of course, are debarred from
SPeaking ; but to the work itself we may refer without prejudice.

d_’ in the first place, a word or two to our friends and critics.

ile we are glad to include many critics among our friends—and

£Y are true friends who criticize honestly and candidly—we also
C:": critics who are not friends. This is not, perhaps, a very ex-
orx:: lonal state of things, and we have no particular faul't to find,
omplaint to make, in regard to the treatment which THE
mARs‘TY has received during the past year. But this much we
3y be allowed to say : That the opinions of THE VARSITY are
enu: f°'-lnd in its: editorial columns ; that criticisn? of the views

HEc\llated therein is alwa.ys welco'med by the editors ; but that
opin ARSITY can only in all fairness be held' accountable for

ons which have been expressed in its editorials, THE VAR-
acﬂ‘:ieha's dealt with a very large variety of topics during the
its dl:mc year now dr‘awmg toa c!ose, and has endeavourec'l to do
debg, ty fairly and impartially in reference to all questions of

te. THE VarsiTy has always had decided opinions of its own,

Ll . . .
stotr;las been ready at all times to listen to the other side of the

‘::s reference to qgestiorfs a.ffecting U'niversi't).: College, T%m
tial IIT\f ha:s uniformily maintained that its position as a Provin-
Bstitution entitled it to consideration from the Government,
that in reality it took rank as a preferred creditor of the Gov-
asmtnt, With regard to the School of Science, THE VARSITY
insti:::-n constant in its advocacy of the claims of t}'ns‘excellent
1on for a largely increased grant from the Provincial Treas-
la.i,l::d that until it has been put upon a proper footing, the
Ciene of other cities and umversgtxes for the establishment ?f
¢ urs: SC}fools should not be considered. We have pursged this
Consistently, but in no spirit of jealousy or exclusiveness.
util ehe,v e that it is a course whieh both common sense and
POlnt out as the only one proper under the circumstances.
With reference to the proposed Baptist University, our oppo-
R prteo that scheme has been based upon considerations which,. in
esent state of the University question, appeared conclusive
'Mesistible.  We stated that we did not oppose the creation
sit a_n::l.xer teaching faculty—though we did not see any real neces-
ers‘t‘-but that we did oppose the granting of degree-conferring
to another corporation, especially when the Confederation
tio Omn?o and Victoria was about to reduce the number of corpora-
with r:;,v'“g that pr:lvilege. We see no reason to alter our opinion
'vesﬁgate"ence to .thls subject. WF ha've also endea_vou.red to in.
enate e the cumcu!u.m of our University, the constitution of the
thejy ;'el t}_xe condition of. tl}e secondary' ) schools . and
thool, ation to the Unnfersny, the conqxtlon of Science
tes abroad, the question of scho'larshxps, otj honorary
Vel‘sity »and the proposal to create a medl'c-al facult).' in the Uni-
q“estic;ns Y ¢ have, to the best of our ablllty,. _consldered tht?s.e
cized fre I the broadest and most liberal spirit ; we have criti-
ely and minutely, and have suggested changes and
Wotki'n:':';tsa which, il} our opinion, are calculatec-l to imp'rove the
the Uoflr ed.ucatlonal system—in so far as it especially con-
ture oo Sity—due regard being had to present capabilities

€ requirements. .

lso

st:tlference to matters which more intimately concern
Aﬂﬂetic X’t ‘?Od.y, we have advocated the formation of an
s for SSOCl'at!On, and have shown the great necessity that
ty phyes Providing regular and systematic instruction in gen-

. Bigy 0 cal culture ; we hope that these two important measures

Carried out next year. In conclusion, the Editors of THE

VARSITY beg to return their most cordial thanks to those who
have so largely contributed to whatever success THE VARSITY
may have attained this year, as a literary journal. The Editors
have endeavoured faithfully to fulfil the duties of their office, and
to maintain THE VARSITY as an organ worthy of the support and
countenance of all University men, whether graduates or students
—and of those interested in literary pursuits. I[f we have suc-
ceeded in doing this, we owe it very largely to those who, by their
sympathy and encouragement, and by their practical support of
our literary department, have lightened the somewhat arduous, and
not always pleasant, duties attaching to the conduct of this paper.

There have been signs of renewed vitality in the Canadian Insti-
tute during its present session, and the President and officers are
to be congratulated upon several improvements effected in the
organization and working of their Society. For instance two new
sections have been brought into existence, namely, the Philological
and the Photographic. We hope the Institute will see its way to
establish a Social and Economic Science section next season, and
thus bring together those interested in this department of know-
ledge, which is growing in popularity, and which will doubtless re
ceive more attention now that the new University Bill provides for
instruction in Political Economy, Jurisprudence, and Constitutional
Law. In looking over the list of those who have read papers be-
fore the Institute during the past season,we find that the great ma-
jority are graduates of the Provincial University. The President
of the Institute has been indefatigable in his efforts to popularize
its meetings, and we trust that his efforts will induce many gradu-
ates to become members of the Institute, and take part in its pro-
ceedings in future.

MODERN LANGUAGE MEMORIAL.

At a recent meeting of the Modern Language Club of Univers
sity College it was resolved to memorialize the Senate of the Uni-
versity of Toronto to the following effect :

Whereas, in the opinion of this Club, insufficient justice is being
done to students in Modern Languages in the University of To-
ronto, by burdening them with subjects which, though useful in
themselves, not only bear no direct relation to, but also seriously
hinder success in the study of Modern Languages proper; and

Whereas, in part owing to recent heavy additions to the Modern
Language course, there prevails at present a manifestly unequal
distribution of work in the different years ; and furthermore,

Whereas, from these and other causes, the work exacted from
students in the Modern Language course, as at present constituted,
is too varied and too great to admit of satisfactory accomplish-
ment, -

T hervefore be it resolved,—

(1) That the work in the first and second years could be more
nearly proportioned by making Ancient History a study of the
first year, and Medizval History a study of the second year.

(2) That while Pass History is a valuable adjunct to this, as it
would be to other courses, yet Honor History and Anthropology
and Ethnology ought not justly to constitute a n®cessary part of a
regular Honor course in Modern Languages.

(3) That the number of compulsory pass subjects in the second
year of Modern Languages be reduced, so asto make the work
more nearly equal to that required in other courses.

(4) That students who have been successful in obtaining hon-
ours in their first three years, be allowed to proceed to their degree
in Arts, either v

1st. By the general course in Modern Languages as now pre-
scribed, with the exception of the emendations proposed above; or

2nd. By pursuing one of the following special groups :—

(a) The Romance Group, inciuding Late Latin, French, Italian,
Spanish, &c. :

(4) The Teutonic Group, including German (Old, Middle and
Modern), Anglo-Saxon, and, if it be thought necessary, one of the
Scandinavian Languages. .

(¢) A Special Group, including English and Anglo-Saxon, to-
gether with Ethnology.

(s) Finally, that greater importance should attach to Modern
Languages as a means for mental discipline, and that the preju-
dices should be removed that are done them, notably in the small
n umber of marks, in comparison with other courses, that is as-
signed them in awarding Proficiency Scholarships at Matriculation
and other examinations, thereby discouraging the masters of High
Schools and Collegiate Institutes from giving these subjects their
due attention.

Signed on behalf of the Modern Language Club.

A. H. YOUNG, President,
FRANKLIN MCLEAY, Corresponding Secretary.

Toronto, March 8th, 1887,




