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for a second transconltinental line. It
is true there is an outcry for increased
transportation facilities, and on the
strength of this it is argued that there
should be a second line to cope with
Western traffic. Yet, this argument
loses sorne of its force when it is re-
miembcred that congestion of traffic on
the C. PR. occurs only once a year,
and then ouly for a short period. Thle
managers of the road therefore refuse
to encumber thenselves with rolling
stock whicb cluring nine months of
the year must lie idie. [f the farmers
of the West could hold their grain for

a few nionths (flncreased elevator ac-

commnodation wotild iake this possi-
ble), the present line could handie the
traffic of the country with ease. There
is no doubt, however, that the idea of
a second 'road is exceedingly popular,'
and if the present season of prosperity
holds long enough, Grand Trunk Pa-
cific stock will find plenty of eager pur-
chasers.

TUE THIEATRE.

T 1-IE Kingston theatre-goers, who
availed themselves of the oppor-

tunity of witnessing the production of
"A Datighter of l-laniilcar," at the

Grand, Opera 1-buse, o11 Wednesday,
the l'ith inst., enjoyed one of the best

performances that have visited the city
this scason. There was just one ele-

ment that rnight have been improved

and that was the number of spectators.
It seems unfortullate, and in some re-

spects unaccountable, that wben a per-
formance of such a high order of menit

visits our city it should not be greeted
by a crowded bouse; an(l especially

(10C5 this seern the case when one con,-

siders what crowds al1-it fought for

even standing room wbvleiî other attrac-

tionis (soine of thenm vastly inferior)
held the boards. As it was, the bouse
was- only fairly well filled, the flon be-
iiig comnfortably taken while upstairs
\vas Only moderately patronized.

But if the crowd was îlot large it
xvas at least appreciative, and frequent-
ly an exceptionally clever piece of act-
ing received deserved applause. The
tirnie andi scene in which the events re-
presenteti took place transported the
audiience back to the ancient city of
Carthage as it stood about the year
245 BiC. The play was admirably
staged, andi the scenery was most elab-
orate andl expensive, while the cos-
turnes were beatitiftil and historically
correct. The acting conld scarcely be
improved uipon. Each character seem-
cd to bave a perfect appreciation ani
miastery of bis or ber noie. Of course
the interest of the play centred in the
leading dram atis person a, Blanche
Walsh as Salammbo, wbose devotion
to ber native cîty, Carthage, was a
conspicnous featune of the plot. Tbe
predoîninant note througbout was that
of tragedy, but the winsomje ways of
Hannibal, the youthful brother of Sal-
amminbo, relievecl the tension and pro-
voked an occasional lauigb.

Limitations of space prevent us f rom
reviewing any of the interesting an-d
tlrainatic situations involved, niuch as
we should like to (10 so. lu conclu-
sqion we can only say that wben the
curtain had fallen on the closing scelle
andi the orchestra had elicited f rorm
their instrulments the familiar strains
of the nationîal anthemn, several huin-
tiret] peofle cotIlti be seen passing out
of the brilliantly ligbted theatre and
weliîiig their Way slowly homewards,
bligblly tleligliteti with the evening's
entertainlflclît.


