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An Easter in Samaria.
11R. WILSON, late rnited Statos Consul at

Jerusalem, bas sent us an accaunt aI aremark-
able visit which lie made ta Shechemn while a
residont aI the Haly Land. The Samaritan
Jews have nover passed boyond the IPentateuicli
in theh' religiaus ceremonies, and stili offer the
sacrifice ai the Pasehal Lamb. They acceptn11
prophet alter Maos:

" It was the faurtoenthi day of the manth aI
Nisan, the 2Brdl aI Aprîl, and as thc next dlay
was the Sabbath, the Passover coremanies liail
ta bo over by sundawn, which, at the Orient, is
twclve o'clack, or tho close af the day.

Ouir camp was at the foot ai Mt. G;eriziixu, and
at ton o'clack an Fýridtay we mlade the wveary
ascont, whieh roquircd nearly ance haur. The
High Priest was ciathied in a siik robe af light

griiy, or Quakor-di-ab, -%viî.lx an avcrdressý af
whîite, when engagod. in cerernon iâl claties.

An aven hnad been prepared in lthe graund,
&eit foot deep and lotir fout in diametor, for
roastinig t]e hunlbs. A fuirnace also was pro-
pared for heating the water for floocing the
anùnals.

At twelve'o'clack- the cangregation asseinblod
aramîid the furnace, and aftor a bncie coeony
ai biessing,, tlhe lamibs worc siain-ttoro w'ere
soven-and floeced ani dressed, and transfixed,

i cdi one, withi a spit in the fori af a cross, a
pin driven thraughi a pale, ta sustain the car-
cass when piaced in the aven. Tho aniits, as

I cressod, wore plaed on ahbundie ai -wi lies, or
polos, a square frauno-wark, and carried to the
aveu and depasited, the lieads dawnward, the
aveu. having boon heated by bruish-waod( aI a
sweer-sceutod shrubbory. biut vrry comibustible.
The High Priost hua lighited the lire, aller
apprapruate ceremi-omos.

The bundie xvas plaeed over the aven auJ
cavcred witlh greon grass, and thon wvas covered(
wi th earth and »raîer, or mud-a caarso kind aI
cernent-auJ clascly packed. Psalms auJ
hynnî-iis Nveje chianted priar ta depositing the
larnbs l the aven, anJ the services wore salemun
and perfarmed for the maost part i» a gracofii
mnanner.

The most barbarous feature aI the ceremion les
was, that the mnembers aI the congregatia
crossed their farehieads with the bieod of tlue
qnivening, bleeding animais, ami thon, as il in
an ecsîasy af jay, ernbrarod and kis;sedl anc
anather. Bload was alsa put upan the touts,
over the doars, or places aI outrance. The wool
auJ tho off ai aI theo]al-nbs wero burned -%vith lire
in the fumnace, sa that nothing \vas left, auJ
after the feast, the boues dawere lobe burned.

Hall an hour bofore suindown the wholc con-.
gregatian, led by the High Priest, chantedl a
hiyxûÙn around the aveui, which was then opened,
and the flesh -was distributed iu seven baskets.
Thora wvere thon numeraus prayors ana chants
auJ goniflexions and prastrations, with their
faces upon the eartl; somotimos prostrate,
saxuetimes kneeling, sametinies standing; aI aIl
limes intensoly iutorested apparently ending
with a tniumphal chorus aud a delirium aI joy,
aud the benedictian when tho bread and flesh
were dislributod, and the foast began, auJ the
empty plates, whuch lad been sent frorn tho
tents, were loaded with flosh for the warnen,
who do nat, il ceorne, participate in the rogular
publie ceremonial.

la prayer and in the chants the faces aI the
cangregation were turned tawarcls the highest
point aI Gerizim, near by, ou whichl1traccd the
ruine af a temple, a castie, a town, or city aud
uauy rack-hewn cisterns, or wehls, froni ana of
which I fannd tho nativo Arabs drawing wator.

The ancient Samaritan temple was, as I sup-
pose, a splendid building, rivallîng ove» that ai
the Jews' at Jerusalem. The Samaritans are a

mixed rùce of Chaldeans and Jews, with a pro-
dorninance, perhaps. af tho appearance af the
Mesopotamians. Under the teaching af the
Heobrew priests and people, who remained ai ter
the captivity, the Chialdee colonists renaunced
their idolatry, and adopîedl the Jlebrewv faith;

and fo centuies thoylhave con tinuod ta observe
the Law af Moses, and ta laak for the camning cf
the Messiali and the rebuilding af the Temple
on Gerizimn, and with a sublime faith in the
" impossible," they are waiting and expecting
the consuxumation af the ages lu tie fuffilment
af their hopos, when the world shahl be suh-
jected to thoir standard and bo madle couverts
to their faith."

Hints for Housekeepers.
Odor cf anianslef ton the hands af ter pee] ng,

miay ho reimoved by rubbing the biauds wvith
celory or inuistard.

Save brukeni and eraoked tacks to dlean

batties and jugs, they are preferable ta shaot;
the sharp edges serape off the adlhering parti-
cos and stains.

Polishi a piano that bas grawn dim fraxu ex-
posure ta damp air by rubhing it over with
chamoi§ skin ta whîch has been applied a few
draps of sweet ail.

When darning waaleu hase make the threads
ane way af stout throad, with the cross threads
aI woolen yarn. The resuit is a fine, smoath
damn, which. loaks and wears well.

If liard saap is taken from its wrappings and
staod eclgewise an a chouf in a warm room, ar
put in a bag and hung behiud the kitchen range
for a ler weeks, it will last deeidedly longer
thax atherurise.

Bvery aunceof suet, fat, cold ment and bonies
slxauid'bo saved and utilized for xnaking cro-
qutettes, hiashi-souip, drippings,. or saap-greaso.
Break the bances before stewing thema for soup,
so that the marraw may escape.


