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bravely, but hie sbirks consequences ofttimes-nav, gener-
aiiy-like a coward. H1e is the ancient Pistol of'Engiish
diplomacy. As Flueilan said of the Shakesperian Pistol IlIII
assure you a uttered as prave 'ords at the pridge as you shall
see in a sumimer'4 day." Witb bis appointee at the British
Museum, librarian Pianizzi, bie was a fellow of Mazzini and
murderous conspirators and spies in the undermining of Ans-
trian rule in Italy. H1e was right-very rigbit in bis ainm-
we ail know that now ; but what shall we say of his methods?
Poor Louis Napoleon was executed for bis ; Mýazziini bai
been lef t witb a ragged reputation ; what about the Il most
purest " of ail people, the G. 0. M. ? If the carbonari in-
delibly deflled the robes of the French emperor did his associ-
ation with them do credit to Mr. Gladstone ?Some men
seem to think su. It is oniy a question of whose ox is
gored. ilais revenouts. Mr. Gladstone spouted glorious1y
for Italy and its independence as a reunited nation. Was
one single regiment of British troops or one ship of the Brit-
ish navv ever used to make Jtaly what it is ? Not one.
OnIy Ilprave 'ords at the pridge." 1 heard bis speech in
favour of the poor Neapolitan protestants conflned in a dun-
geon. Tt was the most eloquent speech I ever beard, but
"lprave 'ords at the pridge " again. Who forgets bis giving
awav the Ionian Islands ont of sentimental literary regard
for Greece ?i We ail remember how, not long before a gyen-
eral election, hie spoke more "1prave t.rds " against the AÀus
trian Government to win radical votes, and ate the bumblest
of humlie-pie--off theAustrian table-when the election grave
bim power to do as hie liked. We ail remember, too, how
lie rusbed into a most just war against the most utterly
brutal and cruel of ail oppressors of native races-the Boers
of Sout h Africa; and after the loss of a single battie made
a most abject and sneak4ng peace. We remember also that
hie rushed us into a war in Egypt against the preteasions of
Arabi Pashi, and succeeding tbrougb the bravery of the
Britishî forces, sneaked ont of the flgbt and left poor Gordon,
sent out on duty in the Soudan, to be assassinated for want
of succours wbicb migbt have been and were flot sent in
time. Does lie neyer dreami of Cordon in tbe nigbt watches,
or bas lie sought and received somne sort of absolution for
this complicity in murder i And tbe brave woî'ds are yet
so brave, that one exalts bis sentimentality above the calm
wisdom iof our great statesman-ruler! So the mob ever goes;
but jsurely sagacious writcrs on public affairs should not pan-
der to nîob thîougbt or hysterical faddisin. Look a.t it in tbis
wise :while other powers stand idly by, Britain, which
is the greatcst of ail Moslemn powers, is to give niortal de-
fiance and combat to the IlF ather of the Faithful. " And this,
wbile the ecclesiastical advisers of the Sultan urge hini to
dîsplay the green flag and proclaîm a boly war. This would
make England's position in India and Egypt very interest-
ing if not very secure. Our Queen is Empress of India as
well as Queen of Great Britain, and the British dependencies
on the four continents, ail bier Indian possessions and a.
great part of lier African influence, is to be sacriflced to
make a holiday for the four powers, and satisfy the Armen-
iaîî missionaries. Slie knows better than that and so does
bier great Prime Minister.

As 1 said above, Britain is very great, but not quite
omnipotent, as .Jingo writers daily assume. She bas given
way perforce several times, and may do so again. Against
the vehement protestations of Australia she partition cd
New Guinea instead of holding all. She did nob iatcî fere
in Hawaii, tiîougb mucb urged to do so-seeing possession
or protectorate there must have been of immense advantage
to bier. She gave France a free hand in Madagascar ; she
yielded mucb in Zanzibar and Samoa to Germany; and bas
,shown, in many cases, a prudent common sense, on whicb
ail statesmanship is founded. But, and here comes oui-
cause for boasting,, neither Salisbury, nor -Beaconsfleld, nor
Palmerston bas allowed a Britain to be injured without
iiisisting on redress. 8enator, Frye, our much-bating Yankee
neiglibour, qrew cloquent over tlîat phase of the foreign
policy of Britain. Let us then, who profit by that policy
and aid so little to support it, not revile the old mother
wben she finds, as now, that ail bier strengtb is needed to
take care of berseif and bier children, but thank bier and bier
Minister for ail that is being done. in our behialf. Threat- e
ened in Asia by Russia and France; in Africa (North and a
West) by France and (Soutb, East and West) by Germany;a
and in America by the United States, are we, wbom she
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strains every nerve to protect and to benefit, fit per2soS0
revule bier because she declines a Quixotic crusade f
Armenia?' To me sncb utterances on our part mark, i the
highest degree, the most atrocious, if it be not ignorant 10-
gratitude.

1,letev n imain îneeam," and thanking yot for the
opportuflity. A VETEri VN (in ole.C)

NE~ S5h14 4R UL'rRA CR(E1! I1'AM.

~Si,-I have been very mucb iaterested in readingl the
contributions of Mr. Armour and Mr. Gordon Waldror 0fl
the subject of "lEvolution," and as to the main point at issue
I would not have the inîpertinence to interfere. Apart how,
ever f rom the question of the Ilmodern tbeory of evolutOl"
in which 1 have always taken a great intercst, 1 wolild like
to point ont that Mr. Waldron's criticismn bas a bitter gting
in its tail conchîed in tiiese elegant words "INe sutor ultr&
crepidain." Froni one wlio bas just concluded Ilwitb the
utrnost diffidence this examination of errors " this is certain-
ly a polite way in which to take leave of an opponent. IIow'
ever the questioning critical spirit 15 îlot itionopu.ised by
"scientists " and we are not disposed to swailow a sen~~

like this eitber because it is Il old " or because it is81
adage." Il Let the cobbier stick to bis last" may be a,. 1nr

saying, but sometimes there is more impertinence than jus"
tice in the application of it. If what is nîeant is that a i
should not dogmatise on matters that lie dues not understand.
we aiay alI adimit its trutb, thougli wc sbonid be diflident in
applying it to others, however relentless we may be in t
application to our own condnct; but if it mens thiat we 01lust
keep closely to our own professional grooves and not 011 eny
account wander~outside of it then it is a false and dangterouis
doctrine. Had this advice ever been accepted literal'ly'
many noble lives would have been cramped ande,3rY*
One of the dangers of our time is the danger of a narrOw
specialism, becanse the weakness of our age lies .ar to its
strengtb. Surely it is not a thing to be regretted that laW-
yers take an interest in natural science and in the thPe0rîe
or Ilbvpotlîeses " of scientiflc men ; and even if one of thelu
shonld-venture to criticise Mr.Hcrbert Spencer bie niigbt bope
to bave bis errors gently and Ildiffident]y corrccted anid re-
ceive a littie encouragement to continue bis biological reseer'
ches so that lie also niay leara "lto think correctly,' but 8~4

lie is warnied off tue sacred gronnd with a "INe tr le

crepidam." WelJ, the lawyer bas my sympatby; bis legal
training bas nodoubt fltted bimi to take came of himnself 1
arguments of manv kinds, but that wbich I aîin iniîieî t
resist is the dogînatism wlîicb breathes thîrongli this ne 160
etc. Is Ilevolution " to be inilated untilit liecomnes a worldec
plaining bypothesis and must I be rulcd out of court whefl It
is considered because 1 am, not a biologicai expert

But evidently tbe old adage does flot apply to he sCiel)
tist, lie cannot be content witb correcting Mr. ArOOl
errors, bie can correct an error Ilwbiclb is probably a CO're~
statement of tbe inclination of most minds"»I "Wbat is15 l
cd the law of cause and effect is a genemalization of exPOr-
icnce. " Exactly ! Who said so ?i This is riot a fact of Il"t
ural science," perhaps it is anotber "b ypothesis " probable
or improbable. It opens up a series of important questiOOs'
Wc want to know wbose experience generatcd Ilthe l'Wo
cause and effcct " and wben the generalization took pl80C6'
If it simply expresses "lthe uniform relation and sequelee
of phenomena," wbat is the relation. Is there no0 difference
between post hoc and propter hoc ? Thus Mr. Waldroa, lendýý
us into tue realins of logic, înctapbysics, and tbeologly.
bere wc bave one consolation " Iscience thiiaks or' see1

to think, correctly." iIow can science be said' to thiflk,
wbetber we regard it as a reasoned body of knowledge or I
collection of Ilbypotheses "? Scientists tbink and laWYO
thîink,and because as rational beings they know that ofly triu
can incet their necds and stand tbe tests of life, thîey see~
to tbink correctly. That is to bring their thoughîts into ar'
mony with the nature of tbings. Notwitbstandingte
ences of Darwin, Spencer, H-uxley, Tyndel, and Roene
bclieve that thiere is a measoned body of kaowlcdge CIM
' natumal -science," wbicb rests secumely upon the ItOgs
~vidence but I could flot hold thiat belief upon the princiPles
idvocated in the las, paragrapb of Mr. Waldron's îîvel
irticle. W. G. JoRfD.&N.

Stratbroy, Ont.


