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then, bave, fot Ilfree and independent " electors a rigbt to
be sensitive, as well as members. How every elector mnust
be insulted by such laws as that whvlîi forbids a candidate
for election, or bis agents, to give a voter even a cup of
coffee or a glass of beer, during an election contest. The
idea that an elect<ir could be influenced by 80 smnall a cour-
tesy !Wliere mnay wve be supposed to find a more bionourable
class oif mlen than tb<ise who are selected to sit on the bencb
as judges, or in the box as jurors ? How their cbeeks mnust
thmwle at the indignity put upon theni by Parliament when
it forbids theni to accept the compliment oif even a smail gift
from sonie interested party duriîîg the progress <if a trial.
Things must have cornle to a pretty pass wben the mist high-
minded nmen in the country are supposed to he capable oif
being influenced hy -such a paltuy tbing as a gif t oif a few
dlollars' value. This word "4 c<urtesy " wbîcli suggests about
the strangest and the weakest defence oif the present customn
\vas use(l-miraUle djctu !by the venerable Premier bimself.
We wonder if Sir Oliver' would he so narrow as to object to
bis ýsteward's acceptance of Ilcourtesies " oif greater ou iess
value, from the traders from whomn lie purchases the supplies
for the bouseliold. Would lie c<iuntenauîce the fuss that wvas
made in the Dominion Parliament a year or two sinice over
the acceptance by the managers <if certain publie de-
pautmuents of certain Il'courtesies " f rom those fromi whomn
they purchase1 supplies . i\lauîy, wve dare say, stili hold the
oh] fashioned puejudice agaiinst gif ts of pecuniary value being
offered or accepted as Il courtesies," even fromi friends, to
say notbing <if corporations,,, apart froîn any question oif busi-
ness relations. Many solvent gentlemen would, we fancy,
still regard it as a rather uncomplimentary Ilcourtesy "should
a rich stranger, or even a friend, proflecr a twenty doillar
bank-note or a bundle of lunch tickets asi a token oif respect
either to the person, or to somne <iflicial position whîich lie
might happeîî to hiold.

But there is surely another point of view
Another Point in whicli it -qlould( uiot lw dificult for the

of view,

neimbers and allberents <if a Il democratie
Governmnent and Legislature to place themselves. Tlîere is,
if wve mistake ijot, a growing suspicion tlîat the freigbt and
passenger rates, especially the latter, on our railways, are
altogetlier too higlh to be in keeping witbi the general ten-
dencies of the times to cheapness, or even to be the most
favourable for the railways theinselves, fromn the business
pointo<f view. No one wbo gives the question a moment's thought
can fail to see that the free bestowal of passes upon a large
number oif favoured individuals is one of the influences wbich
are directly opposed to a lowering of rates for the masses.

In other words, the railroads <if the country are, to a large

extent, publie property, and it is on1e <if the miost important
and responsible duties <if our legislators to sece that they are

A run in the interests oif the people. It is f urtlber evident that
the larger the number of individuals carried free by tbese

railroads, the more difficult it is for them to lower the rates
to suit the circumstances oif the less wealtby citizens. Or,

* to put it in yet another way, it is demonstrable, thougb it
scarcely needs demonstration to an intelligent man, that the
passes distribtited to members of Parliamient and other
favoured individuals, by the railway companles, are given, in
the long run, a t the expense, îîot oif the railway companies,
but oif the patrons <if the roads. The people really pay for

* -the Il passes " in higher rates for theiiiselves. Hence if our

legislators were actuated by a higli and far-seeing sense of

* their duty to tlieir constituents, they would be much more

disposed to forbid the giving of free passes to anybody than
to accept them for themselves. We feel very like joining
Mr. Haycoek in the prophecy tîjat in a few years the
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Ontario Legrisiature will see it in this light, and govern thel-
selves accordingly.

Tfhe proposai tlîat the niinierous loits of
A Practical

Schme. land now lying vacant and use]ess withifl
the City of Toronto should be used, accord-

ing to a plan wlnch lias been tried witli considerable succe.

in oîîe or more Anierican cities, by hianding it over ini5O1

blocks for the cultivation of potatoes by the hundreds oif ileXl

wvho are uînable to find eînployment in the city, lias mil1Cil Lo

couiiiiielld it, ;111(l oflers littli' «ro<und( fol. b1jecti(il. Thc

expei-iiiocit is, to say the least, well worth tryihîw Th 'lc Ost

to the cit) Nvill be comiparatively sinall. The uinde(rlYîîîg
pritïciple, that oif puttiim a premîunîii upon industry and tlU

stimullat iiig self-help, is altogrether soun(l. The relief afforded

will, of course, be slow in coining, and -care must, thierefore,
l)e taken that the seeme be îïot allowed to initerfere with

prouipter miethiods of supplying the wants of those Who illay
be iii the meantime in absolute need. But, on the other

hiand, it wvill be no srnall mnatter for an industrious pool' "In
to be enabled to raise by bis own labour Rifteen or t'we(IItY
buushels of potatoes for the use oif blis faillily during the col"'

iing fail anid winter, and to dIo this witbout injury <il expells'e
to any<ine, save t;he small sum per licad necessary eitlîer filonfl

the city or froin private sources for ploughiîg and seed. 13Y

no means least of the incidental advantages oif the plan 1

that it will tend in mnany cases, we nîay liope, to cuCe1te

a taste for the cultivation oif the soil. While it mlighlt be

only reasonable tlîat somne allowance iii the iatter oif tax'es
should be made to the owners oif vacant lots wh<i ask it Il

the shape oif reinittance oif a fair proportion oif tlîe taxes on'
the lands se u.sed, care will be needed to prevent the scîjeine
froin being taken advantage oif to obtain exemption fol' îalds

hield for speculative purposes. Many oif the owners wil "0
]oubt, decliuie to accept aniy consideration fol. , kiridîP1 ý

wvhich xvill c<ist thein nothing, and do thieir propertY l

harin.

We have no disposition to put ourse1 vC5
The University cntmt<fcutbconenig iIth

Commission. otmtocor ycmetg01th

proceedings oif the University Commilisî<i<

wvhile iii progress, but we take leave to say a word NVith

reference to the report that the twvo Councils oif the Univer,

sity have passed a resolution authorizing the ernploymnelt Of~
a solicitor to be paid from the general fund oif the institutioli

The argument whici lias been put forward cotideînnitl"' this

action on the ground tliat it is using the funds which ini part

belong to students, as including fees paid by thiem, ',y
course, absurd, as the fees are paid for value received, "Id

are, therefore, no0 longer the property oif tiiose xvîo have pid

them. But, on the otber han(l, there seems to lie a nmalifest

iimpropriety in the Councils' being perinitted to use tle

money of the University, that is, tbe funds its autl<ritîes

have in trust for educational purposes, for their own deferice

against charges oif incompetence or misg<iverniriflt,

either the Faculty or the students feel the need <if îega1 i
l)efoue the Commission tbey should surely procure it at their

own expense. The Commissioners are appo inted to unake a

general inquiry inito the causes oif the trouble betwCeen the

University authouities an(l the students. It inay be the

most convenient and effective way of conducting the eliquîîY

to permit the students to appeau by Counsel as plailntiffs ail

cbe Faculties as defenldants, if the former are wilin t, pt

themnselves in that position. But it wvas ecauly undertiod
that the Commission xvas not create1 at the deîniaud oif the

students, but in the interests oif the University an(' the

cause <if higber education for whicb it stands. If the inqi


