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the part of the Government, coupled with A STRANGE kCLASSICAL) COINCIDENCE
a promise of reform. But suob have noi
be en the tactice of the Government leaderi
in Parliameet, or in the press, and suc1l
will not probably be ite tactios on the plat
form.

With regard to tbe alleged extravagance
* there is perbaps lese need of 80 direct ar

issue. There can be no doubt that tbere is
at least a powerful sentiment in the country
wbich approves of a bold and progressive

* policy, or of whatever can be made to appear
as such, To this sentiment arguments in
favor of wbat enu be deemed by many
small economies, appeal in vain. The cour-
egeous policy whîcb built the Canadien
Pacifie Raiiroad, and wbicb je now propos-
ing to construot tbe Pacific cable and to
bon us magificently a fast Canadien Atlan-
tic steamsbip service, comimende itself to
multitudes, probably to the majority, as
better than the more cantioa oea which
would weit to count the cobt, estimate the
resaurces, and calculate closely the probable
lose and gain, until possibly the favorable
moment for action might have passed. 0f
course, if the Opposition leaders are conecien-
tiously unable to tend their aid to the bolder
plan, they are in honor bound to oppose it,
regardiese of consequences to themselves
as a party eeeking power. XVe are speak-
ing for the moment simply froni the point
of view of probable succese in the ap-
proacbing conteet, in which wo cannot but
think opposition to these great projecte will
tell powerfully againet them.

However uncertain the out«rome of the
coetest might be, were the b attie to be
fought solely on the menite of the two
old parties, as determieed by their rela-
tions to the three great questions we have
eamed, there can be no doubt that its
unoertainty is increasedi to a degree whicb
pute ail present foresight at fenît by the in-
troduction of other and eew factore into
the problem. Such are the unnown
quantities represented by the Patrons of
Industry and the P.P.A. The former is
unquestionably powerfu, especially in the
Province of Oetario, but on whicb side
the weight of its influence will be most
felt it is bard to determine, tbough on
moet points, notably the tariff question,
their platform seeme to resemble mncb
more closely that of the Opposition. The
crugade of the latter, whatever mey be its
strengtb, is directed against men, or rather
againet men's church affiliations, rather
than agaiest political princ;iples, and is,
therefore, stili more uncertein je its effect.
As the present leaders of both parties
bappen ta be Roman Catholice, the mem-
bers of the P.P.A. are, of course, bound
to oppose either to the eixtent of their
ability. As they can scarcely hope to be
strong enouch to brueli aside the supporters
of botb the old parties and put a Gov-
ernment of their owe choosing into power,
it seeme not unlikely that their efforts will
do littie ta affect the balance of parties.

3 The celebreted astronomer, the lati
L Richard A. Proctor, bas given almoBt&

scientitie cbaracter to the subjeot of Strangi
Coincidences by the interesting pap)ers witl
this title publisbed ie hie miscellaneoni
essaye. Most persons bave, I suppose
bappened now and then on coincidences s(
strange as to seem,, as the Scotch say, un.
canny. But these strange coincidences,
like our streege dreame, are usually left
(wisely eo doubt) unrecorded. If now, ie
violation of this wise rule, I place on record
one of my personal expeniences in this way,
I am tempted ta do so nat merely because
the incident seeme ta, me exceptione]iy re-
markable, but also because it gives me an
opportnnity, of which I arn glad ta avail
myself, of associating my lame with that
of a very aid friend, Mr-. John Langton,
but recently passed away after a very use-
fuI and active life unusua]ly prolonged.

Somç twenty years ega, at Ottawa,
Mr. Langton and the writer, being bath et
that tinie in the public service,' Mr. Lang-
ton walked one marning into miy office and
after the usuel greeting said, Il Have yon
ever tbaught of the meaning of the
expression in the Psalme, ' My lines
are fallen ie pleasent places 'Y' The
question was not official, but that did
not surprise me, as Mr. Langton, in spite
of his onerons official duties, kept himscif
in toucb with the world of Literature and
Science and not nnfreqnently interjected
ieta aur officiai intercourse some unex-
pected literary or scientific query. I was
obliged ta admit that I had never thougbt
of looking into the strict meaning of the
words, but threw ont the suggestion that the
Il lnes " might possibly refer to the fisher-
man's lines. "lNo," said Mr. Langton, "lthe
'ufnes 'are the surveyor's lines and the pass-
age merely meais, 'I1 have been given a
goodly lot of land.' At least," hie added,
"'that je the translation in the Septnagint,t
and the wora crxoCvta used there for the
surveyor's fines, je a curions one, meaning
properly e reed or rope of reeds, the primi.
tive measuring line." The word ai'OVîa
seemed utterly strange and unfamiliar and
1 conld not help feeling that my little
Greek wee rapidly becoming tees by dieuse.
llardly had Mr. Langton lef t my office
when I remembered thet I heppened ta
have in my office a copy of Qaieford's fiera-
dotus, picked up et an auction a few days be-
fore, and whicb, for some unaccountable
reeson, I had taken ta my office inýtead of
ta my hanse. Tbinking then of u-xa(eîa
and with e view ta test my rustinese ie
Greefr, I took up e volume of the ilerodotus
and opening it nt random strnggled through
a page ai two of tbe quaint IlFether of Hie-
tory," when ta my amazement I came upan
the following fines ie an answer of the Del-
phic oracle ta the Ltcedieaionians :

UOWTOI K.T.X.
K&tI I<cÀo' 7-EaLÛV'o jXoLv ELLETp)<HLTarOut,

"I will give you ta measure ont witb the
uine a fair land."

Seldoîn bas oracular response cauised
more surprise. 'Ihere was the uootoç the
measuring line, there tao, the KaÀeV 7-E8tOV,
the pleasant place or fair land§~ of the
Psalmist. I cauld hardly believe my senses.

* Mr. Lang'ton was Aiîditor General and the
wvriter Deputy Minister of the Inttrior.

t The translation in the Sep)tuagint iS
-Ca" ti>ý Cot ,cçfTaTUToç-lsalif Xvi. O
t See Her. 1-66.
Inl the Prayer-book the translation i, II The

lot hath fallen to me in fair land." -Psalm ' vi.6.

tAuG. 318t, 1894

\Vas there anywbere in thle Greek elaa'e

so avposite a parallel passage se that

Silerodotus in aud, 1 rushed clownl tO Mî,.
3Langton's office and holding out the volume
1bid him read the pasEage. Neediesa to 'l'y

hie was as much surprised as 1 bad beln
and said that hie had neyer met with "eCh
a remarkable coincidence. And renjark-
able it surely was. Consider the facts.

1»That 1, the Deputy Minister of the Interlor,
chargEd with the management of the RIed
Indians of the North-west and eIsewhereil)
Canada, whose education certaillY did
flot include Greek, should bave in mIY Ofc
a Greek author of any kind was a Pjror$
highly improbable ;that the Gree< autlOr
should anywhere contain a passage s0 ei%,
actly parallel was equally improbable,
Again that it should have occurred to nie to
look into the book for the purpo8e O
testing myself in C-reek was aise rnost ln
probable, and lastly, that opening fle Of the
volumes at random, I should have corne It
once on this particular passage was perhaPS
the most improbable of ail.

I would merely say, in conclusion, that
if any classical scbolar can point out jn the
whole range of the Greek classics a passage>"
where the oXotvoç and the ,<iÀo)V 7r£E&OV

the Il surveyor's fine " and the "lfair land,"
aie similarly brought into juxtapstion,
I shall perhaps flot consider the coincidence
I bave recorded as so remarkab]e. Ufltil
then I shall think myself justified in placing
it high in the category of slrange coincid-
ences.

E. A. MEIEDITIIL

ENGLAND'S LAWS IN THE OLDEN
TIMES.

A glance tbrough the Statute Book
gives, perhaps, as good an idea as anythilng
of the manners and customs of England inI
tbe middle ages, besides an occasiona'1 in,
sight into the doings of the world at that
period. We bear of the bljndness of jus-
tioe and inefficacy of the law at the present
time, but in those dark daye justice waS
only a name, and law meant only the
pleasure of the king eed the powerful no-
bility.

For eiany years human life was regard-
ed aimost as worthieess . often being taken
in punishmient of what we ehould deeni flOw

trivial offences. For a long time man 'Vas
regarded as belonging to the soue tO
be bought or sold with the land, simiilar
ta the position of a Russian serf in our
days.

In those days superstition was rampant;
and the dread of foreign competition exer,
cised the minds of Englaed's legielators tO
an unwholesome degree. IndeEd, in the
early part of the middle ages the StIitute
Book received its chief additions fromn Acto
relating to the customs and trade of E09»
land, interspersed with severe denulcea'
tions of heretice, traitors and night walk-
ers.

The Fleminga were a particular buig-
bear, inasmnch as they wove a bettor c1a8o
of woolleneclotb than that turned aur by
English workmen. The import of their
goods wae probibited, but they were allO'-
ed to settie in England, and bring their
looms with them. The apparel of the
king's Illoving subjecte" was the frequent
cause of contention,and Parliameet seeied
to exercise considereble anxiety, consider'
ing the greet number of acte required tO
settle the costume of the commonalty. la
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