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THE WEEK.

ere isprotoplasm, lie knows it; the
gr link Darwin longed for, and
ed because lie fouud it not, aur ont Žr-

friend is on the roai ta procure.
vhlat times liad we in tha' room, on
1, in that old white coilege, tliat the
devauring tongues fed upon! lIaw
ked, and t ilked and tatked ; and if
bble meritcd no Bos3woll, it aimed at
t wisdmn, a'sd servod to maire the
ass plea3antly away.
3 wat for one other. Whio is the
of mora slend ý,r physique, but gentle,
demeanor, who carrnes the cane, ani
mns bis opinions? We knew him a3

dreams. On, by the cliffy ani slielvy
shores af Avon ; aver gorges bridged with
trastle work, and guliie3 ap3,ning t) the
beicli, liere and thord, overhung with
slirub3 and deciduoui tre,%s, that beg:n ta
show thie t.nts of autumn. Across the tur-
b:d tide are the red Ilinks, aun1 al) ve tliem
thse green fields of Ch 3verie, Kempt and
Summerville. Oa, tilt the encine makes
its sliri annouricement and the c)nduct)r
opens the car-d or and calls, "'Hantsport

1'ASTOR FEUX.

CHINA AND CONFUCIUS.

andfrind nd 3 pentousdi-
,on ail the nies, but claiefly the liter- 'Iho world year by year ils becoming'
*p)iitical; white now ail Canada smaiier, and its circumnavigation now is a
him, ai one af the leaders af the matter ai camparativeiy little difficulty.
alike gra-eful and fcrcible wîth. Steam, eiectricity, andi the liuadred ather
or pen. Tisis is L-1-y ;a a-id what. agents of modema progross have so simpli-
xnay since have acquired of dignity fiad thie question that what ta aur grand-

estig,ý, we se0 anid know himi now as fathers was the work of yeari is now a ques-
th,,n; f nr neyer (lin Me except by~ tion of only a few weeks. But flot only

hive we liad communication. we ,a: every marning the facts and fancies of
oursolves withi a half-alebicholy the wliole world an,, gathered together for
rlien wa rcemeinber the manuer and aur delectation ; a panorama, as it were, of
na of aur b yi4h inti,,, icy. The hlam- the daily 111e af the world with its myrad
iil of Ches office biaI a prediiecton, fr af inhabitants passes before our eyes. The
g stalîzis; an I h îvin, begun with reaima af fartliest E'îst, af India, and af aId
ic Odes, publisli J in the Acadian, Cathîay, lie at aur vtry doors. 0f farthest

honi-red hy a review lu the sarne Eïst, do we say ? No: tliey have becomo
cal. Fiaiug xvtli ire, aid c Lreless Western reaims now, for we reacli tli by
perdonalitv of his eritic, t'le p)(t foliowing the suni in its course towards the
to arins ; and h aving the Il Dunciad " west. And na more interesting land can
hle Etiglish Basrd8 and Scotchî Re- we visit, either in reality or imagination,
"fresh in iieunory, it niay ho sup- than this same Cathay, this Empire ai

biat eloquence and acrimany were China. What a wonderful Empire it ils!
lin about equal proportionq. To his Wonderfui in every way. Iu its vast ex-
ewlien the bad lad g)t the cup ta tout : it is ano-third targer tlian Canada or
im's inouth it wvas f )und lie iiked it tlie United States. lu its t3ýeming popula-
effort was conîmended in the most tian : its inhabitants number 400,000,000.

terrai by the very lips lie liad ex- In its bistory-jugt think af it. China lias
to b 3 white with wrath. 1 tink eristed as a regularly arganizAd nation for
rognosticlltion af the exc'lient spirit at teast 2,000 years. We speak about aur
h aur wise and witty Attorney Geus- flaig's having waved for a tli )usand years.
eti many of the unfair thinga said Ilat is nothin g from a Chine.3e point ai
hin. llowli t, throug'ch ail thos3e view. The birth ai Christ seema ta be a
re have, 1 trust, b2on frieads, a'id very long way back in the annals ai the
na mcre. world. China was then as she is to-day.

how many abjects of deteation are The building ai Solomn' temple takes us
we cou'd remaýtn. Yonder 18 the back ta 1,000 years beforo Christ. China

af ur j )lly doctor B-n. Dear at that time was in lier sturdy strength.
nd pîlysician, wc never take up aur Wben Josephi went up inta E gypt, she had
aur Goldsmith, or aur "H lluib, l," evalved a system ai settied gaverament, a
think af yau. But thse trasin liastens literature, and a social arganization as ad-

o; n thrý i Gr.snd-pre a'id Lower vauced as that which lie found upon
We point out the white churdli the bordons ai tho Nile. Stili fartber back,

taîl steeple ai tise hli, wliere M -a 'lien the foundations ai Clialdea were laid
,id the aId cirriage-road alang the in thse deltas ai Mesopotamis, she stood
and. the bridge aven the red b)anks ai fuil-grown bofore the world. Look bick as
or Gasperoau : wo may, there is no chidhood ta the Em-

in ges ownandoverallpire ai China. There bave been changes,
su gare daos au, teo tide it 18 true : rovotutions and wars and
olsv baroraces f l tit shuîting dynasties. But the race and

dreamn they yot -îill bide the nation have remained througli ail
o coming- of the tile. these centuries a distinctive race and

* * *natianality, sittiug apart fromn the We3torn
us sitream, timat two and frf> world, looking down upon it with a measure
gh the field.s of Acadie ai sorn : the great sphynx.hike riddie ai

bdelved facei soukid history. Other nations bave been boru,
fro oe fa u ld cde lived, and died ; they lave passed away

fron hom andAcade ! 6" ike the witbered leaves af autumn, like
the spell dep.irted front the hause the ciaud-rack of a tempest." Comna lias
among, its orchard trees, wlcrc stitl remained : unwast ýd by the lapse of

red prints of Mazeppa iung in aur years, undlianged by time or place."
n ; and Sir Wa't -r Scott, with It miglit ho warth whule ta ask ourselves
na his study at Abbot -f>)rd, wa i the sometimes wlietlen thlese almond-eyed Mon-
vo pýcture in thse parl.or; unle3s it goliaus, as we cali them, are so very law in
hcoaur liero, Weltiington. On, the scale of huminity as we fondiy imagine,
Avonport. Ah ! dear scenes, and wliether .tliere may not ho samethiug lu

lends, aad dear va-sished youth ? their temperament and type of civilizition
ons an~d swallows that nest ab)ut weil wartly ai study, and perhaps ai imita-
ofs, coa nýt nu)re thickly than my tion ; whetlier, in a word, the Western
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world, with its musbrooma growtb, id jnt*
fied in loking down 80 patronizingly UP011

this ancient people.
But more than that : ages bcefore EurOPO

bad droamed of printing, China hell prifltý
books. Ages beforo Europe had the C0oi
pass, gunpowder, paper and rnany B
other product of civilizition, ail these thiii5'
were known to, the dwellerl in the 019ts
Empire.

No more interesting su 1bject, thn, C
ho studied than this wanderf ci EIsteD
people; its history, customs, language (ge
see in the hieroglyphics of China to-daY the
paraliel to the hieroglyphic writing f 1ol
wlich our alphabet sprang), its polcy, and
future. And as to this future, we shOo1
flot lose siglit af this ; that China lisno
beginning ta feel the pulse and tlitob 01
Western if e, and that it has been troll
said that were a great leader, sucob as NdIPo
leon, to arise, China with lier counflte
millions could over-run the world.

But it ils the religion of China that
chiefly interesting :Confucianisîn and it4
founder Confit cius. "The religion of China,'
but that is hardiy correct ; for the EffP'r
has three religions, three great religions, bd.

sidecs Mohammedanism, professedl by olf
lier Tartar trilles, and out-and-out idOIBttl
in the far north. The two great religiOfl5

besides Confucianism, it ils hardly necSs8arY
to .y, are Buddhismn andioumth a

ter being virtually mere ancestor-worahp.
Confucianism is, however, the fai'b

of the millions of China, and as Bc
deserves our close study in any eil
of the religions af the world.' China inl the
sixtli century before Christ occupied 01117
about one-sixtiî of its present axea, and iti
population was only from 10 to 15 rniliOl'
This era was a very untortunate onthe
country heing piundered by invaders,an
being in a state of feudai disorder ;fOr,
strange to say, the China of that ag-e-bo"t

2,500 years ago-was, in governumoa el
soilcondition, very inuch 1ike nurap a$d

delineated by Froissart, i. e., Europe Of the
14-hi and 15tli centuries. As fa" aS'Ll
liglitenment and culture wore concerned'
Chiina was at, that early tiine in advance 0
France and Eugland even in the llthani
and 151h centuries, for she hadexlen
edu,,ational institutions, carefully prepared
historical annals, books of poetry, wel11

builtcities, a-d fruitful lands. Y et ti
sixth century was, in certain xvays, One 0
the rnst unfortunate ages in the bis tory 0f
China: it was an age of mnisrule, EF,10
one of the fondai lords did what was rigbt
in bis own eyes. The country was f
condition of constant civil war , bands O

mi irauders plunderad at wili, and, as a cool

Bequgnce, famine stalked tlirough the
land. Moreover, polygamy was espeoia!Y
prevalent ; and thon, as ever with the Ch"1l
ese, there were no real, vital, religilou3 be-
liefs. This bas always bean their char&s

teristic : a lack of religion in an ti'1
more tlian an ethical sense. But, at the
rate, this particuilar epocli was of1 i tii
toast peaceful and toast prosperous i1
ese bistory, so, that M inclus said ai "ateer
wards :"lThe world had flitn into decY
and right principles bad disappeared. ]?~
verse discourses and oppressive deids gr
rife. The ministers of tlis governa0 .o

murdored their rulors, and sons killO0
fathers." Into such an age, in the year làd

BCwas born Confucius, of whauiihe
saying is still accepted: IlConfucius Cl
fuclus! HIowgreat was Confucius b il2
him there was none like him. Sinen

there las been none other. Ho"W


