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u, tb0 Oritative decision as to the ex-
)'Iriediction of the Provirc*ai

uein the Inatter of prohibition;pro'vide, n-~
n% rlhnery before the clcee cf the

4 ei'On for gauging public opinion
-tinent il, A'gard to it; and in case

6 LWture ie found to have the powere
d alge maort of the people to be de-

k%0 tll ed Uneqivocaiîy in favour of it,

1ro%ýo Oetact a prohibitory law, the
e'l1 tI Of Prohibition ought to be pretty

I.With the progres mnade. That
Lbworat of bad policies fort the

8eto
4e ot ase and fcr the temperance

et y# atemPt to, enforce a prrhibitoty
>t4bu tlxere are very serions doubLa as

id t i.onality, seems so nearly self-
q o hoth wonder is that any true

4 fProhibition caui be found to adve-
%haOOurýe. That itwonld be equai-

Ye'een were the juriadiction ot the
tt nqueationed, to paso a Etring-

i eare Of prohibition without having

%%4ndthat ita enforcement would
%tie fOverwhelmiugly bythmoa

%idenitf- the ceuntr , sieema almost
1a1, y ha dent The latter question is one
y tha b hrdly be decided in any other

1 Yi apopular vote. Certainly it
eociid ln no other way no satiafac-

Ikhe5 Promptly. No one can suppose
tlâ8rance conventions, composed

iè%e ur be f the representatives

0the lerovince, can bu relied on as
9 OPUIRi feeling. While it may be

%drobibi tory law could not properly be
tuded %4Olapur legisiation, but is

on,,t Principles radically diff erent, it les
t 'S3any wbo would find them -

01o'dell deprived by law of an arti'
kt tWb*ich they bai l their lives

kt t. edwould s0 regard liL, and feui
g'Pr a l rgts and liberties lied
. Yrinnned upon. Under such

tlq», 1  Yaothing short of the firmi con-
ddkndwll of a very large majurity

",,,Ir .,n]force or justify such legisia-
' If the frienda ofprohibition are wise,
*ili, IL t~eu to ni', -basten to taire thu

ft -utite word and sam that they
ils tyIlntUiite1 to the course proposed

byare in the moud for it.

t o ubt the moet serions hin-
t ucoas in working ont the

h'u<>h . sefgoernment on which we
'Phr""'s Our8elves in thia democratic

lupio the evr-psnt tndecy t

ah altrur OYes in any direction in
t~ag 11e1 more or leus vigorons is

. ugele between the aguncies of
bej,, cruption and the forces wbicb

à 9 "rballefi to renoue the civic1loathe cliqusadds
te4 til. c lu es which have pros-

% tfor their own selfish addsIrr" P roui the tacts which
lti t hon buing brougbt to the no-

0f me~ Publie thero ie a good reason to
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hope that the hiatorian nf the future may
bu able to point to the laet decade of the
ninuteenth cuntnry as the memorabie puriod
in which there was a great moral uprising
of good citizens ail over the nortbemn part
of . this continent, and a general purgation
of municipal as weil as of national pelitica.
Among Canad;an cities Montreal bas prob-
abIy achieved a bad pre-eminence in civic
corruption and misclanagument. We noted
some time since the urganization in that city
of an Elcctoral Purity Association, formed
for the expre3s purposu ut flghting, in the
intereste of the citizens, the battie of pure
civic electiona and hontet civic administra-
tion. Our readers will bu pieased to know
that this scciety stili survives under the new
and more euphonious name of the "lVolun-
Leur Electoral League," and that iL 18 per-
fecting iLs plan@ for a strenuons canmpaign at
the next elections, at whicb, under the now
l1 gielation, ail the members of the Council
will retire at once instead ol one-third of
tbem. as hithertu. This league, *though
numerically feeble, dlaims to have been the
means uf aecnring the election of one good
mani by acclamation, at the last election, as
well as of dofeating many attempts at fraud
,et the five polis which ita members weru
able to, bring within the ephere of their
operationa.

The mode of working of the League, as
duscribed in a recent article in one of the
city papèrs, la very simple. Their workera
propose te wake a Lborongb canvasa of a
ward, eeing uvery votfr and getting a pur-
sonal description of hil so as to sucure for
him his vote. This ulill enablu them to
pruvunt 'telegraphing." Thon they deairu
te raise a fund which will put Lhum in a
position to professionally revise and watch
the votera' lists, mainly witb a view Lu dis-
entranchising the gravoyarda. Anothur of
the special duties which the members of
the League will set before theselves wilI
bu IlTo elect honeat mon by bonourabie
means and punish infractions of the election
law." To this end they wiil endeavour to
coilect evidence of any violation of'this law
which. may ceur, and prosucute the v'iolât-
ors mont rigorously. Very wiseiy they will
refrain, save under very exceptional circum -
stancep, froml putting candidates of their
own in the field. In their annual report
they say on this point :

Il irat and foremoaet le the difficnity et
securing suitable candidates. Realiy desir-
able mien are raroiy anxious for civic
bonours. Great pressure neede ofttimes te
bu brought te bear t>) maire thum reognize
their duty in this respect This Leagne
muet early set in motion the proper machin-
ory toinduce desirable mon toacceptuomina-
Lion. It is whoily foreign to, the intention
of this organization to force any candid'ates
et its own upon tho citizen&. Only in th 'e
ovont of conspicuons failure on the part of
citizens to, bring ont deairabie opposition to
aldermen who have fiagrantly betrayed their
trust or neglocted the' city'er intereats, wil
the Luague put axry nominations in the
fiuld."

The next civic election wili give the
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League an excellent opportunity te try iLs
power.- Ite operatiens, ao far as it conforma
to the pure and patriotio Atandard iL han set
up for itseef, willbuwatched witbsy mpatbe tic
intereit by *4e people of other cities as weli
as of lits own.

THE WATER PROBLEM.

Torontu lu at the present momlent face
te face with a very grave etate of affaira
teuching hier water euppiy. This la, A
course, but, the repetition of a very familiar
tact, one that la preasud upon our attention
ainloat daily by the discussions ini the City
Council and Committees as well as by the
City newopapere. But the tact of its fam-
iiiarity does not leeson iLs seriounns, a
every citizen learne in the mont practical
mauner se often as ho turne hie water-tap
and sues the diacoloured and repulsive flnid
wbich pour. forth. There is, iL lu bappiiy
tr "ue, good resun te beliove that the deep
disooloration whicb bats s0 otten appeared
dnring the at few wcuke is net causod by
the admixture of sewage fromn our famous
ceas-pool, but by the sitirring up ut mud
and dand by the aterms, in the ehallow
waters buyond the Island. This ln consol-
ing, thongb iL doua net maire the pctiou
any the more tempting or palatable. IL in
ru.aosuring to know that this uvil is ru-
movod in ' a large meâsuru as otten as the
cali succeeda the etorm, and that it may,
perbaps, bu wboily rumovod as son as the
connuction cau bu re-establisbod witb the
deep-.water intake.

But the mud and sand are the emailest
part of the evii. Sncb ingredients, how-
ever undesirablu, are harmis in compari-
son witb the sewage abominaLion, and no
possible arraugement at the point et intake
can, save n fromn the *horrible danger te
which we are cunstantiy exposed from, the
admixture of a certain percentage et the
uuspeakably foui iiquid of the Bay witb
evury guil of water ueed for domestic pur-
poses in ur boeuses. The danger is ever-
present, imminent. The remedy muet bu
speedily found and applied, or our civic
Council and ail iLs officiais muet stand con-
victed ut fatal negligencu or lucapacity.
The necessity for immediate action ciearly
indicates that ail the larger and more am-
bitious scbemes, snob as wonid require
yeard for thuir completion, muet bu sut
aeide in the proent emurgency. The one
pressing problein demanding immediate se-
lution le how cau, the leakage ut the fiithy
and poisonous bay-water inte the conduit
bu prevented.

To this problim the City Engineer, upon
whose shoulders the suspousibiiityimmedi.
ately resta, aud whos'e ability and energy wu
bave as yet seen ne reason Lu question, is
ne doubt applyiog bimefwitb ail bis
powers. Ho will do weli, bowver, te con-
tinue to taku the citizen. into bis confidence.
Tbere in one ot the many methode whicb
baie been proposed for overooming thu dit-


