" ® jurisdiction of tke Provircal
' Pl‘o;?’s- in .the matier of prohibition ;
at, ¢ Machinery before the clcse of the
lenti:a-lon _f°_!‘ gauging public opinion
[égh) Dt in regard to it ; and in case
d o 5"‘"‘6. is found to have the power
tel 88 majority of {he people to be de-
o-pr ™ unequivocally in favour of it,
ocaty: to ecact a prohibitory law, the
vl W‘:f Prohibition ought to be pretty
‘ would ed with the progress made, That
Mgy, 2° the worst of bad policies for the
Mooy P to Yass and fcr the tem
1 , ¥ perance
aw, o  to attempt to enforce a prchibitory
fo iy oousts ere are very serious doubts as
. v .‘"‘t‘lﬁOnality, seems go nearly self-
Ariggg t the wonder is that any true
~fatg g o Prohibition can be found to adve-
Y uny, % oource, That it would be equal-
!emt ' 8ven were the jurisdiction of the
bag,, e Unquestioned, to pass a string-
a8 Of prohibition without having
. Mned that its enforcement would
overwhelmingly by the moral
Ty f the country, seems almost
. Whigy a deng. The latter question is one
. Yy thnnbh"dly be decided in any other
%y, q A Popular vote. Certainly it
oy Oreclded in no other way so satisfac-
-ty the %0 promptly. No one can suppose
& ®Wperance conventions, composed
of the 8% sure to be of the representatives
ory olf\?e temperance organizations and
| Yoty the Province, can be relied on as
- thag Pbp‘u]a,. feeling. While it may be
e].‘.edpmhlbitm'y law could not properly be
z 'Wh :‘ Sumptuary legislation, but is
1 Sergy R Principles radically different, it is
" at many who would find them-
of g dealy deprived by law of an arti
Yo Which they had all their lives
| ,.‘:“°med would 5o regard it, and feel
: P"?.Bonal rights and liberties had
 Wegpy &ny Infringed upon. Under such
Motig, n ce'_!mthing short of the firm eon-
! :i:nld oith Will of a very large mejority

:E 'ehf.qrce or justify such legisla-
vin . friends of prohibition are wise,

m; i feems to us, hasten to take the
e gy y 1t at its word and see that they
“hily thgoomlnitted to the course proposed
@ ¥ &t in the mood for it.
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% ?‘ Self-government on which we
" Ourselves in this democratic

Negye 2 Prid
: ‘wom I& the 8ver-present tendency to
" maunicipal politics. We can
'“\lgolur eyes in any direction in
ing ?9 Wore or less vigorousv is
* Plico between the agencies of

¥ ng o;'::aiﬁon and the forces which
g rom ), &ll.ed lo rescue the civic
m g e °llflues which have pros-

b O their own selfish and dis-

v ang ot From the facts which

: then being brought to the no-

" Public thers 5 4 good reason to

hope that the historian of the future may
be able to peint to the last decade of the
nineteenth century as the memorable period
in which there was a great moral uprising
of good citizens all over the northern part
of. this continent, and a general purgation
of municipal as well as of national politics.
Among Canadian cities Montreal has prob-
ably achieved & bad pre-eminence in civic
corruption and mismanagement. We noted
some time since the organization in that city
of an Elcctoral Purity Association, formed
for the express purpose of fighting, in the
interests of the citizens, the battle of pure
civic elections and honest civic administra-
tion. Our readers will be pleased to know
that this society still survives under the new
and more euphonious name of the * Volun-
teer Electoral League,” and that it is per-
fecting its plans for a strenuous catﬁpaign at
the next elections, at which, under the new
legislation, all the members of the Council
will retire at once instead of one-third of
them as hitherto. This league, "though
numerically feeble, claims to have been the
means of securing the election of one good
man by acclamation, at the last election, as
well as of defeating many attempts at fraud

at the five polls which ite members were -

able to bring within the sphere of their
operations. '

The mode of working of the League, as
deacribed in a recent article in one of the
city papérs, is very simple. Their workers
propose to mwake a thorough canvass of a
ward, seeing every votcr and getting & per-
sonal description of him so as to secure for
bhim his vote. This will enable them to
prevent * telegraphing.” Then they desire
to raise a fund which will put them in a
position to professionally revise and watch
the voters’ lists, mainly with a view to dis-
enfranchising the graveyards. Another of
the special duties which the members of
the League will set before themselves will
be “To elact honest men by honourable
means and punish infractions of the election
law.” To this end they will endeavour to
collect evidence of any violation of this law
which may occur, and prosecute the violat-
ors most rigorously. Very wisely they will
refrain, save under very exceptional circum-
stances, from putting candidates of their
own in the field. In their annual report
they say oun this point :— :

“ First and foremost is the difficulty of
securing suitable candidates. Really desir-
able men are rarely anxious for civic
honours. Great pressure needs ofttimes to
be brought to bear t7 make them recognize
their duty in this respect. This League
must early set in motion the proper machin-
ery toinduce desirable men toaccept nomina-
tion. It is wholly foreign to the intention
of this organization to force any candidates
of its own upon the citizens. Only in the
event of conspicuous failure on the part of
citizens to bring out desirable opposition to
aldermen who have flagrantly betrayed their
trust or neglected the ocity’s interests, will
the League put ary nominations in the
field,” -

The next civic election will give the

League an excellent opportunity to try its
power, [ts operations, so far as it conforms
to the pure and patriotic standard it has set
up for itself, will be watched with sy mpathetic
interett by the people of other cities as well
as of its own,

THE WATER PROBLEM.

pum———

Toronto is at the present moment face
to face with a very grave state of affairs
touching her water supply, This is, of
course, but the repetition of a very familiar
fact, one that is pressed upon our attention
almtost daily by the discussions in the City
Council and Committees as well ag by the
City newspapers,  But the fact of its fam-
iliarity does not lesson its seriousness, as
every citizen learns in the most practical
manner as often as he turns his water-tap
and sees the discoloured and repulsive fluid
which pours forth. There is, it is happily
true, good reason to believe that the deep
discoloration which has so often appeared
during the last fow wceks is not caused by
the admixture of sewage from our famous
cess-pool, but by the stirring up of mud
and dand by the storms, in the shallow
waters beyond the Island. This is oonsol.
ing, though it does mot make the pction
any the more tempting or palatable. It is
re-assuring to know that this evil is re-
moved in a large measure as often as the
calm succeeds the ttorm, and that it may,
perhaps, be wholly removed as soon as the

. connection can be re-established with the

deep-water intake,

But the mud and sand are the smallest
part of the evil. Such ingredients, how-
ever undesirable, are harmless in compari-
son with the sewage abomination, and no
possible arrangement at the point of intake
can save us from the horrible danger to
which we are constantly exposed from the
admixture of a certain percentage of the
unspeakably foul liquid of the Bay with
every gill of water used for domestic pur-
poses in our houses. The danger is ever-
present, ilnminent. The remedy must be
speedily found and applied, or our civic
Council and all its officials must stand con-
victed of fatal negligence or incapacity.
The necessity for immediate action clearly
indioates that all the Jarger and more am-
bitious schemes, such as would require
years for their completion, must be set
aside in the present emergency. The one
pressing problem demanding immediate so-
lution is how can the leakage of the filthy
and poisonous bay-water into the conduit
be prevented. , :

To this problem the City Engineer, upon
whose shoulders the responsibility immedi.
ately rests, and whose ability and energy we
have as yet seen no reason to question, is
no doubt applying himself. with all his
powers. He will do well, however, to con-
tinue to take the citizens into his confidence.
There is one of the many methods which
have been proposed for overcoming the dif-
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