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HARP of the wildwood speak : thy rude refrain
In wayward numbers, like the Eolian lyre,
Swept hy the wind in sweet melodious ire

louches the heart and echoes o'er again
A sigli of passiug joy, of present pain.

'fhi poetry ef Nature's sacred tire
Lives on ferever and men's hearts inspire,

In divers tongues, in sempiternal strain.
Deep in the solitudes of forests vast,

Beneath the inapte and the iofty pine,
Wlhose spreadirig liîobs salute the pasýing blast,

We hiear thy iugling notes in love combine.
Ring eut! te others leave the glorieus past;

To Canada futurity divine. J. A. Cuititi.

P'ILOUT BOA T NO. 24.

Tiiitery ye:irs ago the' incorporation of Lower Sb. Lawrence boats was
uîîknown, perhaps unthouglit of, and iii the early spring tie, with the
iniow stili white ou the hlts, arîd the blue waters flecked with floating ice,
these hardy mien lauiîchied their swifL boats ; and, witli a single apprentice
in eacbi, steered eastward te nieet the spring fleet cf sailiug ships, which
then in vast squadroiis souglit the head cf navigable waters. Sharp and
wcatherly these hoats were, thougli rarely more than twenty.tive feet
overali, witlî three spritsails anîd a jil>, aud a sleeping box for the master
aiud appreutice atiid8lhip, and in such tiny craft did the old tilue pilot
tter toward the fog and ice cf tlic gulf, lying to on many a stermy day
or dark weary night, peering eastward for tlie sight cf expectud sails.
Such a race cf bcatmien, either for skill cr intrepidity-lost by the act cf
incorporation anti the more presaic schoonier--will nieyer ho knewn again ou
any waters. 1 was a very younig boy in those days, and lived on the shore
cf a bay, whiere a section cf the littie fleet often souglit shelter and repose,
and as the white wings would appear iii the northerîî horizon, iniward
bound, 1 would wait with eyes riveted on the approachiug, sils tilt their
itumbers, iii large black letteringY on the foresail, would becoîse visible, and
1 could thus ascertain whether their iiasters wcre friends or strangers.

The triînmiiest sud Ileetest boat cf tlie squadron was certaiuly No. 24t
aud the most indulgent pilot cf the, profession xvas hier ewner, known aud
leved by me as Mr. Gernuîin. \Vlîst fabcinsating heurs were those spent
at his bright tire, within a feIl yards cf the tinkliug wavelets on the
shere, iistening with quickened pulses-- to is8 tales cf storin and darkness,
eut of which would buddenly elîlerge the lights of a great ship flying
hefore the gale, and right on board cf hitn or, cf days cf dense fog,
suddenly hardening into lofty pillows cf thunderous ranvas, and the sharp
stem of a clipper' bark, cleaving straiglht on te the listed huit cf his
tessing boat. Once 1 was perinitted te sec the eperatien cf Il taking a
pilot" performied on a gusty Septembet' day, wheni No. 24t had te comipete
with five other swift pilot hoats for the credit cf first readhing a large
ship bove te, witlî a jaclk visible :ît the forepeak, about four miles te the
north, sud mny admiration cf No. 21t andtiher skillful skipper grew even
stronger as 1 witiiessed the bird-like vi.locity cf the one, aud the success-
fui manoeuvering cf the other, tinishing alongside with submerged gunnel;
and witniessing with friendly pride the il whipping " cf the victor te the
deck, whence his stentorian words cf command sent the yards swinging,

ronas the ship, paying off; went fosming ahead, white the apprentice
steered the boat slîoreward, grasping the tiller with the reflertcd dignity cf
his great master.

One eveuiing we were seated ou an elevated peint, Germain scannîng
with lhis marine glass the easteru horizon, when the topsails cf an inward-
bound vesse1 raine within its range. The sun was sinking into abatk cf
înky clouds, and an oiiy sea, harcly dsrkened by the ligflît breeze, undulated
lazily ; but there svas a strange iioan in the veice cf waters wsshing the
serried reefs, whiuli [ cau even now recaîl. Iu a few minutes the white
sails were set, and shettetl homne, and curtesyiug gracefully, the pretty boat
weîît forth jute the gatiîeringI darkness for the lasi titmne ; ad erie 1 left the
shore heu lantern showed like a wil-o'-thitý-wisp on the trackiess waters. At
what heur the gale arose 1 know net ; but the grey liglit cf mcrning stole
on a wild scelie cf stormn, pilingc the angry waters on the rocky shore like
meuntains cf snew, as wc aIl went forth te look for the brave little craft.

Wesaw he mndaevuntler a rag cf a foresail, its mast nearly parallel
Wlîh the angry waves, as the stermn heeled lier dewn; and we serrowfully
rerognised the hopelessness cf the struggle she had waged ail through that
terrible ilight: fer te east and west stretched haîf submerged reefs, rever-
herating with the artiilery cf the stcrin, and under hier Ice a bepeless roll
of breakers. She came fast homne ncov that the surf had seized hier, bear-
iîîg the hielpless thing in vast strides te lier fate. A few moments more,
and the keel catches, and turning ber hcw shoreward, shc rushes tcwards
us in a sniother cf foam, strikes again, and turus broadside te the sea.
'[heui through the sait spray in my eyes, aud saiter tears, 1 sec bier as she
relIs over, and bier broken mnast and sait float useiessly apart.

They were lashed te the steru, not inuch mutilated, but the protracted
struggle, as inch by inch le liad contested with death, lad lef t on his brow
and set lips au, awfui sternniess, as, iii dripping garments, and the sea brine
crusted on their temiples, we bore them sorrowfully from the tiny wreck
left te moulder on thic shore. J1. H. F.

À1fetis, Que.

[JULY 5th, 1888.

CORRESPOiYDENCE.

JUDGE WURTELE ATr AYLMER ASSIZEs (QUzItEC).

To the Editor cf THiE WEEK:

SiR,-In yours cf 21st inst., in comment upon the Ilrenîarkably lighl
sentence " (viz., six heur in gaci) Ilupon Messrs. Johin Cosgrove sud James
McColl " (.%cCabe) ilfor emhezzlemeîît cf public f unds under the former
Q ucher Goverument," yen observe-in con jectural explanation-~that
"surely some important mitigating circunustances must have heeîî in the

mind of the judge."
There were such mitigating circunstances, but, evidently, they were

net brouglit te your notice ; andi your predicates on the stib jert are based
on an imperfect report in which the 8uppressti ver as te iiiigatiiîg facto
bas, unfertunateiy, given greund for your reflections.

Judge Wîirtele, shlow me te say, has tlie reputation, weil carne 1 sud
estsbiished by judicial record, cf being n et ouly a inest able, but aise as a
mest just and impartial judge, with au ever ù.biding sense cf duty proper
te bis office. No iîïvittious distinction caîî well lie drawiî between hiffi
sud other .iudges in our Province (Quebec), or iii fact eisewhere in Ouir
broad Dominion-for, truly, they are ail just and henourable miien-but
in this instance it can be said cf him that, naturally, and frein habit cf
life iii long and exteuded public service, in leading or proinineiît part5

under the il tierce liit" (cf expesure) whlîi stîrrountis ail public mon 111
this essentially demnocratic country, lie is incapable cf such derelictien as
that imputed te lîirî.

Personally, I have ne interest in the case furtîer thaîi that cf cominMIcn
citizenship's, and cf the nmainîtenanîce cf the purity andi boueur of Our
Bench, sud cf the respect due te it.

Wlîen the Judge rendered the judgîîîeut iii question, 1 Iappeiied te be
inin y place, witlîing the Bar (as Q.C.>, waitiug for î,îy cases on tic civil
dorket, snd saw arîd leard the wheie thing: the facts occîirred as follows:

Oiî epeuing cf the Court, the rounsel for the prîsoners nîoved te ih
draw tlîeir plea cf Il Net Guilty," eutered up iii thc previeus terni-siX
menths before-sud te substitute therefor eue cf Il Guilty," but wit a
staternent-iii mitigatioîî-to the ellect " I That ewiîîg te the absence in
the States cf their principal witîîess (their foremnî in the colonizatioui road
work in question), sud the iînpessibiiity on their paît cf dispreviîg the
techuical ctîse clîarged agaiîîst them, whitle in their lîearts feeling thiiselIves
innocent, they, te save trial, formally plead (4Xuilty." At the saine tilC(
the ceunsel brielly stated the farts cf the case, vîz. :Thaiýt thtt îmlliii
question (for rolonizatien reads) lad been placed at tie coimanît of tlic
parties charged, with a restriction te psy ne nmore tiîau a certait i 5 i1 oeînt
per dieiuî fer work on the roads. That men could net bie get te work foi
such vages per dlient. That te mccl the difliculty the forcîtian or fordeiî
rharged xvith tie immediate direction cf the woîk, whîite paying ciIly fa'I
wages te tue inen emnpieyed, ruade up the deficit betweeîî thc fixed rates
and the ameunts paid by creditiug the men for more lime thian was artuoiaîY
spent. This -it was stated in Court-had been the habit in surli rasesp
througlîout the Province for many years, sud lad neyer been ohjerted tO
until new by the present Goverumerît.

lu the present case thiere was reaily ne embezziemeît ah the moOleY
havîng beemi faithîfuliy expended on the works. Messrs. Cosgrovean
MrCabe were made trustees-seerted as surhi frein their higli standing a ,
knowîî trustwortbiuess, both being nîayers sud leading niagistrates Inthi
respective romumunities ; sud botl, kuewn te have coutributed larg3iY Ont
cf thair cwn meaus towards the work cf celoniztîtinî in the regiffl lni
question, viz., the valuable phosphate sud ether minerai regien in the
valiey cf the River Aux Lievres, in the reuuty cf Ottawa. These Itýt5"
ments were ruade in opeu court, in the learing cf the prosecuting retin. 11
for thc (>rown, sud were net questioued, but seemed te be admi~tted;
le asked from the Bench bein-g a judgment how,,vtr slylmht under tlie cil'rc0l
stances cf the rase, that wouid rondenîn such s practire. Similar prs
cntions are pendiug in other parts cf the Provinces-ameugst the"î the
notable eue agsinst 4'Tue Honourablo Dr. L;tvalîce," cf Terrebonn.
Meuriber cf tue Legisîstive (Jouncil in Queber-a gemîtîcim cf hirhe5t and
most honourable standing, sud wlîe, like Messrs. Ccsgrove and oae
are net fairly open te suchl Ilheroic " treatrueut in vinchicatiou cf publicill
terests, or even cf party political. cnes. .M

TeBArre is a moral sedatîve. TIe maxims cf stoirism, or ratIer quiet
ism, harmonize with the lethargir influence cf the pepular weed as na-th
ally as the passionate temper cOf the Seuth-Latin racei harmeonlze8 '

tIe effert cf their hot spires ; aud the equsuimity cf the tebarco-sm urnge
Mussulman procecds frcm a chemical, rather than philesephiral, s0'Ol 0c
rausation. Our rarnivoreus redskins seeru te use tobacco as an ai' tîdi
of their fcring' instincts, sud ils lenitive influence îuay have pr moted
adoption ameng the care-wcrn toilers cf our feverish tîrsf *ic"z 01i1Z
But those advantages are iudisputabiy offset by the eîîervating efftje f
the nicotine habit. Inveterate smokers endure tlie vexationîs Of d"laind
witl a quicimîde whirh gradually passes into apathy sud indolence; t
though tIc moderate use cf the iedurtive liarcotia seeins rat er te rP0 on
a. certain dreamy enjeynîent cf metaphysical studies, that predileGtiel 0 0 a
becomes a penchant for mystir reveries, sud aht last tiegemîerates . Vr
cîronir aversion te mental efforts. The prerocicuis use cf tebacrO1 o y
apt te stunt the develepîmîcut cf the mor'e practicai mentla faculties*erio&
smokers are gîvemi b day-dreaîns and prerastinatioî. lu SpamiSî8 f1mflliaI
the sight cf a languid, cigarette-iethargized youngster is a very foalcco'
plenomenon ; sud in a ceollege towu cf northeru Belgillui ulydt 01 i
smoking scîcol mates were clsracterized by s certain good-n5r. h laeoo
rouplcd, however, with slcwness cf comprehiemsion tid ofleni Wit
seifishneuii.-'1& Open Cousrt.


