
CIVIC FINANCES.

Public had been sufficienty cducated

on the theme the Comrmon Counicil

Was invited to dispose of the ques-

tion, and that body generally carried

Out the public demand, if tliere Nvas

an expenditure to be made. If the

Public dernanci xas for retrenchm-ent
the Counc' 1 was sIower ta obev and

Often some inembers had to, be

Uflseated before the dernand wvas

cOmplied xvith or even listcned ta.

'It is notéargucd that the works wh1i'
have rolled up a debt of four mfillionls

oni a population of less than 40,000

people were not nccessary. lu niine

cases Out of ten thc demands of thc

taxpayers were backed by the urgent

.needs of the city for the improvernents
asked for. The fault is to be found

with the lackç of systeri, \vith which

the various works undertaken have
been carried out, and the consequent
large unnecessary expend i tu (. It

has been shown that there were

frequent clashes of authority betweefl

the 'Vater and sewcrage departolents
which entailed heavy lasses to the city
and which also kept the streets ini a

cofstantly tom uip condition. Norman
can estimate ho\v much the r-nisman-
agement of these departinents lias

Cost cnd is costing thé rate payers.

lad ail the water mains and scevers

been laid together, or some consecu-

tive plan of operations been pursucd

the cost would have been fully tweflty

five per cent. less, and we 'ould have

had better streets. Instead, by the

miethod pursued in the past, the water

mains were often laid after the surface

of the street hiad b.-en placed in fairly

good condition and then not haîf the

connections with properties made-

.Had the water mains and sewers been

laid in~ the same trenches, and al the

Connections made 1for both services,

thiere -,vould have been onc digging up

of thie streets, %vhich, after it-settled

could have been repaired. Instead,

the sewer followed the water mains,

and the connections \vere made whien

ever it suited the owvner of the real

eseate, or not made at ail, as too often

occurs.' T1his system' has been slightly

improved on under the present mani-

agemient, but it too often occurs that

a street is kept in bad condition for

thrcc or four years after a sewer or

wvater main is laid, by private individ-

tials digging trenches to enter tlue

former, or by the water departnieflt

laving service pipes. Ail this wvorlz

should be donc at the one time, and

that it xvas the intention of those who

originatcd the services, that this

should be donc, is showfl hy the

character and provisions of the legis-

lation uinder which these works are

undertalen. \Vhat the object of the

powers that be have been in

doing the work in the way they did

no rnere nian can fathoni. But it is

abundantly apparent that thousarid

upou thousand of good dollars have

beco %vasted by the mnethods ernployecl.

Tihere is no depart ment of the

public service wherein there has

been suchi gross mjsmaflagerrient and

genuine incapacitY showri as that of

thc streets of St. John. With an

average of $i1,ooo a mile spent an-

nually on the streets, for the past 15

vears, there ought to have had good

highways by this time, but the man

bas not been born as -,et, wvho would

riskc the fate that befeli Annanias,

and say that the streets of St. John

are good streets. For the year 1905

the Council assessed $6o,ooo on the

ratepayerS for the maintaiflence of the

streets. The departmeflt wvas in debt

a'. the end of the prcvious'Year .$ 50,883


