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Meetings bf Unions.

TORONTO.

Meetings are held in the Trades’ Aesembly Hall,
King street west, in the following order :—
‘Machinists and Blacksmiths, 1st and 3rd Mon-

days.
Painters, 18t and 3rd Monday.
Tailors, 2nd and 4th Monday.
Crispins, (159), every Tuesday.
Amalgamated Carpenters, alternate Wednes’ys.
Laborers, 2ud and 4th Wednesday.
Iron Moulders, every Thursday.
Millers, 2nd Thursday.
Trades’ Assembly, 1st and 3rd Friday.
Bricklayers and Masons, 1st and Srd Friday.
8tone Cutters, 2nd and 4th Friday.
Coopers; 2nd and 4th Friday.
Printers, 1st Saturday.
Bakers, every 2nd Saturday.

The Amalgamated Society of Engineers, &e.,
meets in Foy’s Hall, corner of York and

 Richmond sts., on the 2nd and 4th Friday.

The Hackmens’ Union meets in the Temper.
ance Hall, on the 1st Monday.

The Friendly Society of Carpenters and Join-
ers meets in the Temperance Hall, Temper-
ance street, on the 1st Friday,

K. 0.8. C., No. 315, meets in the Temperance

Hall every alternate Tuesday.

OTTAWA.

Meetings are held ¥ the BMechanics’ Hall,
( Rowe’s Block, ). Rideaw sireet, in the follow:
ing order -~ -

Free-stone Cutters, 1st and 3rd Tuesday

Lime-stone Cutters, 1st and 3rd¢ Wednesday.

* Masons and Rricklayers, 1st and 3rd Thursday.

Trades’ Council, 1st Friday.

Printers, 1st Saturday.

Tailors, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.

Harnessmakers, 4th Monday.

ST. CATHARIXNLES.
Meetings ave Fleld in the Teiperance Hall, in
the followiny order '—
K. 0. 8. C, 1st Monday.
Tailors, 2nd Monday.
Coopers, 3rd Tuesday.

Messrs. LANCEFIELD BroTurrs, Newsdealers, !
No. 6 Market square, Hamilton, are agents
for the WorkMAN in that vicinity.

Mr. D. W. TerxENT, Niagara Street, St.
Csutharines, will receive subscriptions and
give receipts for the Workmax. DParties
ealling on Mr. Terzant will please state if
they wish the paper continned,

—

TO CITY SUBSCRIBERS.

City sabscribers not receiving their papers
rogularly, will oblige the proprietors by giving
motice of such irregularity at the Office, 124
Bay street.
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THE OTTAWA ELECTION.

., - We are sure our readers will be pleas-
ed and gratifiet- at the rosult of the
olections in Ottawa, on Tuosday, for
the Local House. A glorious victory
was achicvod by Mr. D. J. 0'Donoghue,

which arc over and again oropping up,
and as thoy have boen quoted by those
who are opposed to combinations of

gkilled labor in this Dominion, it may
not be amiss to briofly discuss thom. Of
course we have no right,nor have woany
[ intontion, of finding fuult with any one
j for writing agaionst trades unions; but
wo have a right to find fanlt with the
manncer in which the writor in question
(and thoso who follow his line of reason-
ing), cxccutes his task. The cquestion
is & very serious omc.  Multitudes of
people are dircetly interested in it; and
large and important interests cannot but
bo seriously touched by any decided ro-
sults, one way or the other, such dis-
cussions may lead to. The writer in
question is the editor of a ¢ financial”
paper, and it is to ‘be hoped, for the
sako of his readers, that he understands
mstters of finance somewhat more per-
feotly than he does the subject he has
attempted to air bis opinions upon; for
in his remarks it is painfully apparent
he lacks two things—heo lacks temper
and he lacks knowledge. If his argu-
ment was as strong, or hislogicas seund,
as his passion is intense, he would be,
what the gentlemen of the “manly art”
would call, an ‘“ugly customer;” but
he is more offensive than formidable,
and requires to be rebuked rather than
rcasoned with. The writer shapes and
defines his objections to Trades Unions,
and numbers them with the precision
of an auctioneer bofore he raises his
hammer for the purpose of knocking
them down. No. 1 ¢ objection” runs
thus :— -

1st. By restricting the number of appren-
tices, unionists deny to boys, even their
own children, the opportunity of léarning a
trade, and earning honest bread.

This objection is modest; but it is
not original. So far as the first state-
ment here made is concerned, we, in
vulgar parlance,  acknowledge the
corn.”” Trades unionists do, in certain
cases, limit the number of apprentices;
but we deny, in tofo, that they shut
boys, ¢ ecven their own children,” out
of the means of getting an honest
living. Nothiug is more easy to make
than a charge of this kind; but if it
were true, not onc word more would
need to be said against trade unions;
for this. onc circumstance would, of
itself, be sufficient to condemn them in
the minds of all right-thinking persons.
The thing would be so wicked that so-
cicty generally would riso up and pro-
test against it; but -as it is not true in
fact, and thevetore not wicked in act or
intention, those who make such false
statements not only offend agzainst
trath, but agajust the most ordinary
rules of justice and fairoess. We
presume, what the bluadering writer
means i9, that Trades Unions, in some
instances regulate the proportion of
apprentices to the number of jowrney-
men employed, who shall enter their
trades. Very possibly some.may con-
sider such a restriction wrong, but the
practice of centuries prove that it isa
wise policy, tending, as it does, to sus-
tain the status of tho vavions trades.
We koow whereof we -affirm, whon we
say there arc no persons in the country
more auxious that appreatices shall
become musters of their trade than are
trades’ unionists, and the only reason
they exact and enforce their restrictive

| apprentico laws is, to prevent unserupu-

lous employers filling their shops with
boys whom they arc pleased to eall
apprentices, and who, at the end of 2
‘few years, become ¢ journeywmen,” with
. little practical knowledge of the trade
ithey are supposed to have learned, than
I'three-fourths of those employers who,

_the workingman candidate, his majorityi because they happen to employ a cer-

being stated at about 600—« noble six
hundred.” A good deal of enthusiasm

was displayed in the evening, and a.

grand torchlight demonstration made,
. In the name of the workingmen of To-
“yohto weo gréet the néewly elected, and
" add our congratulations.

UNIUNS AND THEIR

" §RADE
Y OBIECTORS.

. - We have come across, in an English

paper, some -of the stereotyped objec-’

tions used by a cortain class of news-
poper writers agaiost Trades Unions,

tain quantity of ‘ skilled labor” are
pleased to dub themselvest master me-
chanics.”” The editor of the Molder's In-
ternational Jowrnal, writing on this
subject, makes these romarks :——“Trades
Unions say in effect: Wo believe it is
right that apprenticos should be pro-
per}y .instructed, but only a limited
number can be so thoroughly taught.
We will do.oar utmost tv prevent your
taking more apprentices than you can
teach, and if you confine yourself to
th=t number we will cheerfully nesist in
tenching them; but it you insist on
filling your establishment with Loys,

loarn the trado, we will do our utmost
to prevent you from getting them, and
we will refuso to assist them in learning
.tho trado,” This course is found to be
absolutely necessary ; and honee we find
that Unionisls genorally are in favor of
the coactment and enforeemont of good
apprentice laws that will compel em-
ployers to teach the trade thoy profess
to evory approntice they may hire.

The inference the writer in No. 1
objection would have the public draw
i5, that thore must be alarge number of
boys who are anxzious 1o carn an honest
living, but who are becoming a prey on
gocicty, because the members of trades
unions will not permit them to go to
work, It might be very pertinontly
asked, whore are these boys ? And then,
a8 o necossary consequence, there must
also be a number of trades under-
handed, with a surplus of work, and no
one todo it. Would it not have been
much better, and vory much more to
his purpose, for the writer to have left
off a few of his logical flourishes and a
little of his inferential moonshine, and
put his finger upon any such “damaging
fact”’—did any exist—as we have alluded
to? But the inability to do so, lcads
him to deal.in mere-clap-trap and infer-
ence. So much for No. 1, now for No.
2 objection :— »

2nd. They molest, they assault, and have
even murdered those who chose to work
independently, whercby large numbers are
terrified into paying Black Mail tfo their
Committees. :

Those of our readers who are conver-
sant with wunion *matters in tho old
country will at once see the drift of the
objection. It is ono of those hali-
truths, which, when stated by malice
and'listened to by ignorance, is always
“the worst form of falsehood.” It
must be admitted that years back,
during the existence of the ¢ combina-
tion Jaws,” violence being, as a writer
remarks, “the only method men had
to enforce their views, mon resorted to
it, vory shockingly and very brutally
somctimes; and that even aftor these
laws were repealed, violence was in.
dulged in to the grief and horror of
men who were at the head of trade
associations.” DBut it may be stated as
a general fact, beyond reasonable de-
nial, that the Trades Union Commis-
ston which was appointed by the Impe-
rial Parliament to investigate the out-
rages committed notably by Broadhead
in Sheflield and the Manchester brick-
makers, il it proved anything clearly
and indisputably, it was that the well-
organized Trades Unions were active
and powerful agents in preventing in-
timidation awd violenece in tiade pro.
ceedings, The acts of violence which
were common occurrences fifty yearsago
bave aimost entirely disappeared, and
that such is the ease is very much duz
to the wholesome influcnce exercised by
the great trades unions. It is worthy
of remark that the ¢levying of black
mail ” are the terms used to deseribo
the payment of union dues or subscrip-
tions. Some hundreds of thousands of
men, according to this man, submit to
bo robbed by a few Trade Union leaders,
—they ave cowards all, and poltroons,
and, by way of inferenco again, we
must consider - the writer in question a
man of honesty and courage who de.
nounces their treachery and basencss !
Comment is superfluous, But let us
sec what the 3rd count in tho indict-
ment says :— -

4rd. They limit the quantity of work tv
be done by each min, in many cases to less
than half a fair and reasonable day’s stint,
so that, whereas this commonwealth has
been built up on the fact that an English-
man could do more work than any other
man, and do it better, it is now held forth
that the best man, or at least the best
Unionist, is he who does the leust.

Trade. Unionists do not * limit the
quantity of work to be done by each
man to less than half a fair day’s stint.”
Wo thus put a negative against the
writer's affirmative, but whero is the
proof?  That there are difforences of
opinion between working wen and their
cmployers, almost the world over, as to
how much work should bo done in a
day for a certain monetary congidera.

| father.”

tion, is, no doubt, true cnough. Therel

ever will be, such differences of opinion
between buyers and scliers. DBut in
place of his swaggering assortion, why
did not the writor uame any trade, state
what he considered a ¢ fair day’s work”
in it, and then put. his finger on the
laws of limitation sct down by the
union? Simply because it would have
been an impossibility. There is rothing
casier than to mauke statcments by the
score ; as Hamlet says, “It is aseasy as
lying;”” but when such statements are
injurious, if not calumivous in charac.
ter, some slight degreco ot proof ought
to be tendered by those who make themn.
And now we come to—

4th. In like manner, they disconrage and
prevent improvoment and excellence of
workmanship, by laying down and enfore-
ing whenever thoy can the rule that all
men are to be paid alike, irrespective of
skill and industry.

This is but a continuance in spirit
and recklessnéss of what bas already
been noticed. The trades unions de
not fix a uniform price above which a
good workman shall not rise, When
they do fix the rate of a day’s wages, a
minimum price is fixed—and that, too,
gonerally at a rate little abovo what
will procure the bare necessarics of life ;
leaving the power of discharge absolute-
ly in the hands of the employer iu rela-
tion to any man who roay not, in his
opinion, be capable of earning the sum
named ; and leaving him also the powor
of giving as mach more as he may
think proper to the workman who is
worth more. Bat as 2 matter of fact
the exceptions are, like angel’s visits,
“few and fav between,” wherein the
abilities of a superior workmaun entitle
him, in the estimation of the employer,
to an advance upon such minimum
scale; and there is not the slightest
doubt that, in thousands of cases, they
would not get even the amount of the
minimum scale were it not for the exist-
ence of the unions that adopted and
or.forced it.

—_——

WEST AND CENTRE TORQNTO.

We are glad that it is in our power

Jobn Beverley Robinson and Mr. Augus
Morrison are in the field for the West
and Centve Divisions of the city. The
names of these gentlemen must at once
commend themselves to all, as those of
men in every way eapable of discharging
the functions which, as the people’s ve-
presentatives, will fall upon them.

Mr, Robinson has on four previous
occasions been before the people of the
‘city for clection, and on one of them the
great ¢ Governmental iﬁ\possibility ”
himself fell before his influcnce, ability
and populavity. His is o name which,
on account of his father’s intelicet and
virtues, must ever be venerated in Cana-
da, and as Mr. Matthew Cameron said,
on the evening of the nomination, “Mr.
Robinson has invariably proved. himsolf
to be a w?)rthy son of so illustrious a
The interests which he has
evor manifosted in our municipal mat-
ters and his popularity with all classes
of the citizons will be of service to him
now, and wo do not doubt but that on
the evening of the 29th the people of
West Toronto will shew that they
are still loyal to those principles which
Mr. Cameron, as their represontation,
has so consistently and ably maintained.
It was only upon the absolute refusal
of Mr. Robert Bell to stand, and upon
the urgent pressurc bronght to bear
upon him by that gentlemen and other
friends, that Mr. Robinsoo was induced
to accept the nomination ; but now that
he is in the field, all classes, eroeds and
denominations will join in supporting
the man whose motto Las ever becn
“ fair play and oqual rights to all.” His
energy and indomitable courage must
make him a. formidablo opponent to
those who bhappen to be in' pow-
e:; and tho good will with which

the best possible test that of all men
who could havo, come forward, Mr.
Robinson is by far_the best. Many
yoars expevience in Parliamentary lifo

and a seat in the Councils of -his Sover-
| eign must surely bo a guarantea that he
will be o fit representative of the people,

to state to our readers that the Hon. |

his friends are rallying round bim is|

pect of Mr. Moss finding that his lato
contest was no critorion of the feeling of
the people of Wost T'oronto. When we
find that it was Mr. Robinson who
nominated Mr. Coatsworth in the East,
and who, of all othors, was the most
anxious that M. Bell should contest
the Western Division, we feel coulident
of the fact that the working wmen of
Toronto will to a mun shew .their ap-
preciation of Mr, Robinson’s uuselfigh-
ness and integrity.

" As to the Centro we feel culled upon
to say but little. Betweon Mr., Mor-
rison and his opponent, thereis the same
difference as exists between the genuino
gold und the spurious article which is
often palmed off upon the people. The
mere fact that their representation
so far forgot what was due to THEM as
to endeavor in the face of the law and
common decency to voto (wice at the
Mayoralty election, stamps him atonco
as totally unfit to tako once more a seat.
in Parliament. Apart from this there
arc charges standing against Mr. Wilkes
which unless cleared up are scrious
cnough to warrant his being sent to a
place not far distant from Ottawa. The
Goldsmith’s bill, too, is & matter which
to practical mev, is not to be explained
away by the learned legal opinion of
Dr. McMichael. Mr. McMichaol's opin.
ion merely goes to shew that the pro-
posed act was not illegal nor unconsti-
tutional, but does not, in our opinion,
go to the question of the monopoly in.
tended to be created by the Act in favor-
of Mr. Wilkes and a few of his connee- -
tions or employees. A refcreq'ce to the
act as introduced, and the petition
against it published in a city contem-
porary, will establish beyond a ques-
tion the facts we leave stated. The
Mechanics of Centre Toronto have yet
to cxpress their opinion .upon it, and
althongh it may not be so faverable or-
costly as that of the learned Queen’s
counsel, it will be more satisfuctory to
those who have the interests of the city
at heart.

LEARNING TO THINK.

It requires no prophet to forete!l that.
if the rank and file of the great army.
of labor expect to tuke advantage of,
and turn to good and lasting aceonnt the
interest at present manifested in the
Labor Reform movement; it they de
sire to sceure the sympathy aud co-
operation of the pubiic «t large, in
their endeavors to nmeliorate their con-
dition, or evoke legisiative zid in the
enactment of those measares which
they deem essential to their own and
country’s welfare, they must prepare to-
occupy 4 higher position—intellectually
—in the future, than they have in the
past. They must educate themselves
to think; they must also learn to thinic
for themselves. They must be ablo to
give a reason for the hope that isin
them, and meet by voico and pen, the
specious sophistry employed to prove
their position untenablo and their de-
mands anwarranted. Those who would:
win the crown, must boar the cross.
Does any sensible, reflecting man be-
lieve for a momeut, that capital is going:
to surrcnder the tremecndous power '
which it at present wields over labor,
without a struggle? Arouse it to a
sense of its danger. Let it realize the
terrible significance of the labor meve-
mont, that it means the destruction of its.
overshadowing, unhallowed influence—a
more equal distribution of wealth—and
the aid of the ablest minds in tho Re-
public will be invoked to misreprosent
alike its objects and the means by
which they are sought to be accom-
plished. '

Workingmen must romember that
the labor movement is dily assuming a
new and more important phase. In the
past 2 contemptuous paragraph or slur
was deemod sufficient to dispose of their
pretensions; tho cry of demagogueism
vegarded as am upanswerable reply to
i thoir demands.  Occasionally they
i would bo reminded that only fools rush-
fed in where angels foared to tread; -
: that all attempts to rodress their sup-
posed grievances through the ballot-box
would end in failur }, that the question
of financo was entirely beyond their




