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were starved for lack of offerings; not altogether because
Christian or philosophie doctrines prevailed widely; but
rather on account of the total indifference of the people
to their ancient niythology: for ev-en if it ever liad sym-
bolized the trath, its nieaning was now forgotten; and
even. so far back as the time of Cicero, had beconie totally
unintelligible ta the Iearned, as well as ta the multitude.
It was -useless therefore, and wanted but a sliglit impulse
froin wvithout ta overthrow it.' But to the philosopher
who was in earnest in his pursuit of this truth, buried un-
der the rubbish of tinie, the doctrine of Christ afibrded it:
there lie found ail that the master minds whom he honor-
ed had tauglit and hoped; but 1le found it simplified,
purified, and confirmied by sanctions such as Plato had
wislhed for, but scarcely dared ta expeot :- to the Roman
patrician, if any there were who still looked back with
fond meniory to, the parer morals and stern courage of his
forefathers, the Christian simiplicity of manners and firrn
endurance of torture and death, was the realisation of
what lie had heard of and admired, but scarcely seen till
then : - ta the slave, sighing under oppression, and con-
derned to hopeless bandage, the doctrine of the gospel
gave all that was valuable in life ;-the Christian slave
wvas the friend of lis Christian master, partook of the'saine
holy feast; shared the sanie painful but gloriaus martyr-
dom: he was raised at once ta ail his intellectual rank;
found freedoni beyond the grave, and lived already in a
hiappy immortality : - ta the women, degraded in her own
eyes no less than in those of the tyrant ta whose iusts she
was the slave, it offered a restoration ta ail that is most
dear ta the huinan race: it offered intellectual dignity,
equality before God, purity, holiness. The Christian wo-


