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THE commissioners appointed to investigate the management
of the Lachine Canal and Curran Bridge affairs have reported
that the whole business has been conducted with looseness,
extravagance and questionable methods generally. This work
has been carried on by day labor instead of being contracted for,
and the Government is thereby loser of about two hundred thous-
and dcliars, The responsibility 1s charged by each upon the
other as between the Department ot Railways and Canals and
the local officers. The lesson to be learned fiom this affair is
that no government, corporation or individual can have work of
any kind done so economically by day labor as by contract ; and
when works of considerable magnitude aresundertaken without
the safeguard of a contract, the door is thrown open anli invi-
tation given for loss and scandal to enter.

A PERUSAL of the new building by-law of the City of Hamil-
ton, an abstract of which appears in our Hamilton correspon-
dence, shows the newly appointed Building Inspector’s duties
to be multiform in character. In addition to seeing that
in future construction work shall be done in the manner
prescribed by the by-law, he is also assigned the duties which
ordinanily belong to Plumbing and Health Inspectors. We
take it therefore that the proposal for the appointment of a
plumbing or sanitary inspector which has several times occupied
the attention of the Council, will now be abandoned, and the
salary of such an official saved. The clauses of the by-law
forbidding the construction of eave troughs and down pipes in
such a manner as to admit of water dripping upon the heads of
persons passing along the streets and flowing across the pave-
ment beneath their feet, is commendable, and might well be
made to apply to building construction on the business streets of
Montreal and other cities. The clause compelling the placing
of snow guards on roofs is one the necessity for which was made
mention of in these columns recently. The by-law seems in
most particulars to be well adapted to the requirements. It
will be the duty of the Building Inspector to see that it is not
allowed to become a dead letter.

THE building season is now sufficiently advanced to make it
clear that the volume of work for the year will be only moderate,
and that it will be fairly distributed over the country. There is
a good demand for work in the line of alterations and repairs
outside of the mason’s and bricklayer’s trades, but the trades
mentioned derive the least benefit from this class of work,
There seems to be a peculiar combination of circumstances
operating to retard increasing business activity pending
further developments in some of the factors in the situation.
Among the influences compelling great caution may be cited,
the unsettled tariff discussions at Ottawa and Washington, the
question of England’s embargo on Canadian cattle being re-
moved, the near approach of elections, etc. The wonder is
that business of all kinds in Canada has not been more seriously
disturbed during the past few months. Such improvement in
the conditions as may reasonably be expected cannot much
affect the volume of business in the building trades for this year.
Therefore, while it is necessary for us all to give the best pos-
sible attention to the work in hand and to the immediate future,
we would suggest that the greater interests of all connected with
the building trades lie beyond the months remaining of 1894,
and that the true basis for future development is to be found
in the question of immigration. Canada’s greatest need is a
much larger agricultural population, always having regard to
kind as well as numbers. Only as agriculture is developed can
building industries be maintained. Although without any immi-
gration there will be a certain amount of growth and demand
for building work we should be very stupid to lose sight of the
Opportunities plainly before us. Canada has all the manufactur-
Ing, mercantile, angd transportation facilities for conducting the
business of a much larger population than she at piesent

possesses. In fg

3 . 1act, these very facilities have been developed
largely in anticipation of incre:

AR g ased immigration. With such an
m}l:lg}:atlon the building industries would be taxed to keep up
A requlrements,. No other class of business would receive
equal benefit from this source,
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. . 5 i ment is makin,
SRS it e mduce' 'mmigration, but the results so far thigs
season are disappointing. We muyst not be discouraged if

determ ined

the returns seem slow, but rather let us be esite

to devise the necessary means to accomplish the \ding
object. If those engaged in the various branches of the bud i
industries were thoroughly alive to their own welfare anselves
pared to unite on this question they would ﬁnd. themse s
possessed of brains and influence sufficient to materiall
the solution of the problem.

y asSiSt n

e
IT is to be feared that the building contractors of Ca““ﬁiea’o
dropping behind the business men in nearly every othe:i a8
equal importance, in their lack of organization for the @ v]ent)’
ment and protection of their common interests. We.have p'ness
of contractors who as individuals are good and live bustlivel)’
men, but as a body they are not known except in a compard fews
small way. The existing organizations among builders 3r°d e
but are deserving of commendation for their good Wofk an, Ex-
examples worthy to be followed. The Toronto Bu}]d?rsrease
change is no doubt the leader, and is destined to steadily ‘“; by
its usefulness so long as its affairs continue to be gul ;orth
capable hands. If contractors have not yet thought 15 it O
while to organize more extensively from the standP‘Z e
general progressiveness, it is about time that they shoul rades
bine for purposes of common defence. We notice that the i
unions are working aggressively in season and out 'Of Seasnd in
secure recognition, and there is no doubt that they gain groununi-
this way. Among their latest successes is the securing of];l con*
cipal legislation making it compulsory that in civic Wor ing
tractors shall pay union wages. They are now Seeublic
to have this stipulation inserted in all contracts for P! ion
works from those of School Boards up to those of the Dommion
Government. We do not say nor do we thiuk that trades “sna‘_e
agitation is all conducted with wisdom, but the trades um(')!'.' it
alive, and they are gainers by their activity. There is ?egmnThe
work for them and for others to do through organization: 7E
architects, too, are making progress by means of their ass0C %
tions, and they have interests that make it necessary for them
carry on and enlarge their association work. The work aﬂs
business of contraators is hedged about with many Pmtecuon_
for other people. In the first place there are the contract dra‘zt
ings and specifications ; next the superintendence of the al'C_h't,e
or clerk of works ; then trades union rules, municipal b“‘_ldm:
regulations and the Employers’ Liability Act, with penalti€s
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all sorts to protect everybody from the contractors. oxists
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things are all quite proper up to a certain limit, but the ther®

no doubt a contractor’s side to the business. Doubtless
are instances in which a contractor may suffer an iniusti'ce S‘mzn-
because single handed he is unable to put up the costs 11 CXPM_
sive law suits. Suppose that such a contractor had the ?ssiiar
ance of an organization in testing his case in a manner sm:hat
to the method followed by the architects of France. In a
way wrongs would be righted, and every such test casé wun ;
help to remove friction and to stop bad practice all 3? & 6
This is only one way in which contractors can work toget ]eabol’
advantage. In the arbitration method for the settlemen': of -
troubles or their adjustment by Government Commissmn,d o
tractors cannot afford to take their chances single hande palf
more than in suits at law. There is work to be done on be K
of the contractors that none but themselves can do, and We wziol‘l
urge them to greater activity in this direction. Wherever 1 =
labor is found there should united contractors be found fbal'
By this means alone can all interests be properly count®
anced. :

ILLUSTRATIONS.
BANCO DI SAN SPIRITO, ROME.—DRAWN FROM PHOTO,
J. C. B. HORWOOD. -
BMIT-
C. A. & B. COMPETITION FOR DRUG STORE.—DESIGN SUD
TED BY “ITALIA” (MR. MELVILLE MILLAR), AWARDE
FIRST POSITION.
BY
DESIGN FOR COTTAGE TO COST $1,000.—SUBMITTED
“DEMOS.” oo
. : I
This cottage, to cost about $1,000, contains seve’; i
and bath room, and is designed to face the east. bO o
frame construction on stone foundation. Walls to et <
boarded, as shown, or hung with shingles. Roof to
shingled.
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