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w'av. But I can easily miake some ex,-
ctuse for going ta flhe other side of th1-
bed."y

Edith was about ta do this when suie
catiulht sight of the mirror on flic wali.
Tlie patient was nat asleep. Hie wam
xvide awake and lookincr straiglit at i.
He wvas pale andi eniaeiated but there
was no miistakino tiiose eyes. Tfhev w\erc
gazing directly iita lier own. Nat i
aniger, either, but with love andi tendet
yearilng.

E-dithi's cletour in orcler ta be opposite
those eyes inistead of behind them was
without the slighitest hiesitation.

"O, Tom !" wvas ail slie said. But the
exquisite pathos iii lier \Toice as she ut-
tered those twa \vards muade Tai under.
stand. Penitent, Edith kneelecl quickiy
andi buriec iber face ini the bed-clathes.
A thin, weak liand wvas laid gently, on.
lier hecaci; a voice, fuili of the mnus ie of
forgiv eness, w'hispered lier manie.

Mien the nurse appeareci ini the cloor-
way. Shie staoct there, wonclering again,
utiiil Tomn once miore beckoned ta lier.

"Nuirse," lie said , bis voice having sud-
denly lost -ail its sadness, "you miay bring-
the rases back again, now."
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Y ES, said the Mvarquis, tenta-
tively crossing his left leg with
bis right, "I sent ta, your office
Mr.-er-Martin because I feit

thiat it was about tinie that I liad
a biograplier; I hiad corne ta, the con-
clusion that an interviewer xvas thc,
chieapest forrn of biagrapher, and I nal-
uraly asked the "Sensational Gazette"
ta furnjsh me with the sanie, knawing
thie hiigh reputatian of the paper, anid
being well axvare that flhc masses ta
whom I wisli ta appeal, regard it as the
one and only exponent of the Truth,
camibined with a thoughtful sensibiiù*\1 I
of the wishes and an unprejudiced coni-
sideration bath for the m-oral welfare atie
the inteilectual entertainmient of the
public."

That this xvas an unusually long
speech for tie ïMarquis wvas evidenced
by tie prolonged sigb which ushereci it
ta its close and by the thaugbtful air withi
whlichi lie now deliberately unhaaked ilis
legs 01,13 ta entangle thern in the reverse
Position. But lie had not quite finislied,
and as is often the case the post-dicturn
was of more practical value than thie

wl'hole of hiis collective reniarks preceil-

"Please be so kind," lie said, 'e as toa
lielp yourself ta a whisky and soda. and
as yau are UI) waould yau ii passing-
the inîplenients of conversation aver in,.
this direction. 1 always find thiat LaIL-
ing makes mie thirsty, andi tlîat brami-
work causes a void wvhich is best fille(!
by stimiulant."

I rase and after mninistering ta mvy own.
w'ants, considerately placeci bath thle de.-
caniter and the syphon within easy reach
of biis atigust armi ; thien before re-seat-
ing niyseif I leant against the mante.-
piece whiist ligrhting a cigar, and thu.s
adclressed himi.

"I think, niv lord, that it woulcl be as
W~ell ini order ta avoid tiseless questioning
if you xvere ta acquaint nie witlh saie of
the details of yotir early life. In fact I1
think that the purposes of tlîis interview
wauld be best served if you were ta giveý
me a brief resume of yaur history. The
PuN~ic, îîîy la.rd--anc ihere I would remind
you that whilst revising your career it
waouid be as well for you ta keep it in
your minci thiat tlie Public is alxvavs to

ios.


