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THE TARIFF DISCUSSION.

It is a relief to the commercial class toe
know that the date of the elections, which
are to settle the tariff question, has been
definitely fixed. On the 2oth of September,
it will be possible to form an opinion
whether there is to be a change in the tariff
or not. Should the government win, things
will go on as they are; if the Opposition
triumph, a readjustment of the tariff i
promised The present uncertainty is more
or less disturbing, and the sooner it is over
the better. But a change of government
would not at once give any definite inform-
ation regarding particular changes .in the
taliff; all -that could be known would be
that a readjustment would take place, and
*that duties would be lowered on articles
which cannot be manufactured in the
country, and perhaps in some case removed
altogether, while they would be increased
on such things as are now or can readily
be manufactured here. It would be im-
possible to get any more definite inform-
ation till the tariff resolutions came before
Parliament. Some things are of a nature
to carry certainty with them ; and they
would happen whatever goveriment was in
power. Mr. Bright may promise himeîf
"a free breakfast," in Engiand, that
isc a breakfast composed of articles
whici pay no taxes; but in Canada it is
certain that the sugar duties cannot be
removed : they may be alter'ed, but they
are too productive of revenue to be abolish.
cd altogether. It might perhaps be possi-
ble to dispense with the duty on tea, but
we are not very likely to sec it disappear.

The change would necessarily take the
.shape of an increase in the duties on manu-
factured goods, notably, it may be presum-
cd, woolens and cottons. Iron might
possibly be included in the list of articles
that would be subjected to higher duties,
as a vigorous attempt is now being made
to establish iron manufactures, in Nova
Scotia. These are among the articles
which the, United States . have always
selected for protection; and they are all
manufactured in Canada. Of course the list

would not stop here; but it would be use- more than it will get. Another rule wich
less to attempt, except in the most general hould be rcaxed as sedom as possible, is,
way, any surmise as to particular changes that raw materials should be froe. Against
that might be made. The principal advo- this rule, the United Statea tarif is a great
cates of protection themselves probably sinner. But there, the exception anawers
know very little of what they would be able a purpose; it has the same effect as an
to do, between the needs of revenue, on one excise duty put on to countervail, to some
hand, and the conflicting interests they extent, the import duty. It enabies the

. would have to reconcile, on the other. Government to get revenue at both ends,
We regret we are unable to say that the instead of running thc risk of detroying

discussion is carried on in a way that is the singie source of revenue by duties ap-
best calculated to enlighten the public on proaching to prohibition.
the subject. The protectionists claim that Increased duties, as far as they would
they have found a remcdy for the bad servethe objct t be aimed at inthis case,
times ; that it is eniy nccessary to adopt must necessarily diminish importo ;,and of
their views to make trade good, work plen- course the rule mut be that they woul at
tiful, wages high, in short, to set pvery one firet raieç prices, by the whpie fcout t of
on the road te wealth. The Free Traders, the duty. To that rule, therç ight b e-
on their part, predict that the succees of ceptions. A slight addition te the duties
the protectionists means rmmcd commerce, might make certain foreign manufacturera
an cmpty trcaGury, a severance of the con- reduce their profits by the amoupt of the
nection with Engiand. 0f the motives of increase, rather than lose the tarkyt. But
each party, the public can judgt. These whils the firct effect of increase duties is
professions arc in part sincere, in part to raise th price of the articles ib . which
made with a view te political effect. That they are laid, there comes into pertion,
pretectionits have the ame faith in their after a time, a principle which bas -he
vews that the Free traders have in theirs effet of le ring the price.y whçn a
doe not reasonably admit of a doubt; the manufaçture je seen t herb profitabe eanin-eaggeratons of each are embellishmts ocreased nuAiber of, person desiing tethat might bec dispensed with te great ad- mare these profits, take their nrgieaandvantage. Indaed s the tone adopted by the their capital ito the business and thepartisan press in this discussion has a de- domeastic rmpetition bringe down . themorahizing effet upon te commenity. price. t This sometimes happns withoutFactes and figures are distorted, te suit extinguishing the foreign c mpetiton,poitioa end , until sensible people le and then certain geode becme abnormallyconfidence in statements made in their cheap. Thi state of thinge now actually

columnes upon commercial affaire, whéther existe in Canada, in respect te certain detruc or etherwise. of manufactures.
There ji ne question that protection can The e touch of nature te be foud d inaid in the establishment of manufactures, ail the heated , discussion now oing,9 itThie I admitted by both Mill and Faw'ett. regard te the tarif, relates to eai. .rIt, jeThe advisability of granting protection je the only point on which itne posibie te

another matter; that ges to the principle excite any feeling againgssthe prdççwi .istof the thing. If it es a question of putting agitation. The spectacle oÎ.tha pqr i
a littil more duty here and a little les shivering over a fire diminied bm pitiOn,
there, it is one that ought tmeoib decided in ceai, in euch a cimate a bumiaP ll, ty
a rational way, and with refrence terhe croate a certain areput teoori. k )Fod
circumetances and condition of the coun- the ret, the current of huren oY!eftoien
try ; econemi bigotry or superstition ought runs ather in the otherd diicsio . The
nt te bi allowed te interfre with the pub mecharic e areprçuented rs tavi g for

lic welfare. There are, hoefverwe tbik, want f protection; anditheo i wht. pobleve
one or two controling principres which thist ny cofming athe prdçtin ist
oughtnttbe lst sigqtiof. Any o -ad- iesire t id iT. s pt ale, Poth4p tpo ae-
justment of duties, without much inlss- cvin, over a fet n abedbyuety of
ing the i aggregate a mount, t b e e i c ing u p .o nglish arti an' ,reoaf, in a
undertaken for th c andid pqron e ou- tue sof a;çity, caused by a uccession of
ing particular industrie, slould be rçgrd- bad, arvste; but here the fre. .t e
cd as a teporary çxpedient ith neQne have nic suchr aidre from feeling , gfk

shouild be encouraged, to we, uPe.Protec tbeir argumenttand th disceshiogýon eieth
tion as a permanent, thing; i c for that aides i barey reieved hfrom g PdoaY
purpose the higher duties Ahouldyb rimited. the misplaced vehmen, and pSi*otn
te a definite ter ofyar . q protection- of the advocate.
ijt France, the amhppog intreat drec net ,If th protectionith tin',to oafipn a
venture te ask more tha n this, and it is dutyon such articles Ofprizne ncessity as
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