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Accerding te the latest official tist issued by the Domin-
ion Insurauce Departmient 4dakted 4th Octeber, 1919) the num-
ber et comipaniea now opnratlug ia Canada inter Dominion
fire licenvses is 12&.

Of the 28 cemipanies eperut-ting ut the end et 1918 and
classilled abpove, as "Cattndiani comipaules,"* 11 are ow,%ned( and
eperated by British cunpanios. Bsdsthu companle-s wvhich
operate under Domninion licenses, there is a large nuniber
whlch (Io business iu a uingle province only under licenses
lssued by that province.

lire Insurance RaLtes Steadlly Decreaslng

Ili thtese dâays whcli n e ieurs sý ie uc about the decrease-
in the purcbasing powcr o!, thec dollar alId tuev inreel tue
cost et almnost eve-rythillg puàasbe i pertinent snd
eunlighitenFing te point eut thItt in Canada(lZ te-daiy theý dollar
uctuially buym more lire1 1t1SUranfce protection than iL dld lu
pre-wsar daysý. Tlhis is evdec y, tue followlng table,
%%hich shows the rates paid i liiu Domninion during the lait
l'IV(' years for each $100 etf arnount nue-

1914, 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918.
$ 1. 17 * 1. 16é $ 1 ,02 ý $107i- $ 1 06

lt la of oven grester interest te glanice ut simnilar tables for
the ten yearu preccdlng 19141, viz.:-

194, 195. 1900. 1907, 1908,
1.6;o $ 1 A0 1.5 $150 $ U40

1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 11. :ý
,F,.1 i l3 $1e, $,2 $q 1 .2-,1

thle i chief cawmses contributlng te us remsxaikable.
reductions lu rates- have, beeni the inmproveentsi that have
taken place Rn building construictioFn, fire brigades, water-
Piressure, etc., and th'.nceae that have beezin mudq ln the
mnmber o!f spriniklnr i-quipmntis, etc., it caunoii4t 1wgafsl
that the presenlt rate's are- Iaeut providv for tue F*ver1-
groi-tng xedtrsfor. salarics, clerival and other services,
supplies, inspections sud (hesvlefst adva1ce et' ail> tueý lu,
creaJS1?ug, ta1XPs ilmposedý by tederal, prvn ilsud municipal
govvrnmenitsý- and lu addition tei permnit lte comparnes te, set
asîde the reeve hleh the-y >1hold ]w eýnablvq te deo te
previde fri huvy truilgates.l thias connee(tien it viay
be pointedi eut tuat thef comipaiecs in makinig iii their rates
aro ve sle te ma1;kq 41ny a1deq(uatC rvso for' Confla-
grations. l pite, of tII4 comnfortabe. feeling onl Lb. part et
tIie citîzens of every coniimunlityv that a conflagration will
nover occur lu tiêuir mnidut. the dreadl et 4uchi a disaster la
evoer piresq-i n l tue mmd et tue prudenit anedrle amimuet
bc takon inte considerattion by hlmi whenl he1 gives awaY a
portion of hia premlumiti te hie relnsurtng eenpauiea for theç
~parpose et coverlniz tueg exceas of hi. owu6- net linos.

'l'le Strike la Winipeg

rike ia Winnilpeg ývhich laStedl freuxr
sed serious conceru and great unoas
e cemipanles, Thi. striko, vas part

men, civie sud pestai employens,
-s, as voll t; the building aud i(
la partlcularly re(grettableý te have t
sud policemen aise Jeined lu it.

nm <if Winnini,g livod in what wan

woink on the part of the volunteer lire brigade, which was
coinposed ot inexperienced velunteers recruited from the
general body etf citizens, prevented any veryv heavy tees, al-
though one fire threatened, and nearly effeeted, the destruc-
Lion of the immense ,varehouses of the Hudson's Bay Ceux-
pany. No praise cau be tee high ini speaking of the reinark-
abiy efficient wvork these volunteer firemen pertormeud under
the mustý- adverse conditions. It is not too nxuch to say that
it comipared mnost tavouriibly withi that of ainy professional
firemnen.

Riots and Strikes Insurance

fle ic pe strike gave a tremendous impetus ini that
c-ity as well asý at otherv point-s in Canada, to the b)usines.s of
jinsurancc agaýinst ritstrikes and civil comnmot ions. Onlyý
a fiew of the, companles wvere emIlpoweredù by their licenl-FS te
'transuezt this cliuas (it insurance. Others -ýkl followed
their lvadl anid obtainied the, necessary owr.Thie net pre-
mhiuins received by tfhe cempaniees atter dediuctiing the- large
amnountsý returned byv thieni to the assured upon thec cancel-
tion of the policies after the expiration Of ninety days

(when they wevre cancellable>) would not have covered more
thon a sinail proportion of the loss that would have had te
be paid iu Winnipog, had only one or twýo ef the buildings
whose owners were personas non gra.ta te the strike-leadera
beenl duestroyed by damt.IL i; neo won1der, theretere, that
many uuderwrlters and othura regarded the business of ex-
plosion inurnc s rttnin Wýinnlpeg as befinig more or
les.h Of a wll1d ame.Even bondon lloydis, the initiators
of this clus of indeninty, would have none et it at thev prices
anud upoii the, conditions offered by stock omipunies ou thus
continent,

LeXiulatioa

In O>ntario an important change was madeif iu the Insur-
unce Act et that province by amending it se as te provide
thiat iu the case et the cuncellation et a policy- tho tender
shall bv mad F vy noney, post office order, postal note or

cetled gll chqePayable at par. Prvlu l t act provlded
that the finder mueit b. iu rxoney only. The change now
riakvs this provision etf the act tair and wvorkable.

No tederal lire insuranceý Iaws weepassed at theý recent
session et the Dominion parliameýnt

Canadian Fir. Underwrlters' Association
Theo report ot the commiissýioner (the Honourable NIr. Jus;-

tice NMasten> appeluteud by the Ontario goverrument te inqluire
ilute and report, upon the. rates, practices and meth1Ods, ot fire
insurauce companles and of the( Canadian Fire U'nderw,ýriterb>
Association, and aise upon the. exlsting laws ot Ontario in
relation te same, was laid betere the lIeuse during the year.
Amongst vther things lie rcm ed

<a) 'Supervision of the. uuderwrlrters' association te a
lmedextent by the province.

(b) Prohibition et discrimlnatery rates.
(c) Power te superintendent of insurauce te modiate re-

gardlng disputes.
(d) Companlies te report annually the. resuits of ti

various classes ef rlak.
(eý) Stricter rides regardlng issutance et agents' liennies

wlth power te superlutendent te cancel auy liceuse,
and agent's fees te be graded tromi $5 te $100 each.

(t> Limitation et agents' commissions.
(g> A revision et proeurt Insirrauce Act «(Outario).

Hie aise ireportet itpen but made ne recexixiendation

(1>) Tax on un] icuased cexupanins.
(2) ceiprocal or luter-insurance without depesit.
(3) An act reapecting individual liability fer fire
Hie advlsed agaluat thi. adoption of the tdllowlng sug-,

(1) Uulferm policles throughout ail the provinces.
(2) Prohibition of insurace ofproprty inOntario

Volume 64.


