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course in the National schools is the third
recommendation; but only a thin varnish
of science is likely to be obtained in these
schools, even if the experiment be made.

A TARIFF FOR THE EMPIRE.

There is a manifest inconvenience in the
High Commissioner of Canada raising grave
questions of public policy, on which the
people of Canada are iiot likely to
agree, on whicli the great najority of them
would probably take a view diametrically
opposite to that whicli lie presents and ad-
vocates. More than once, if we mistake
not, Sir Charles Tupper lias taken this
license to himself. It cannot be supposed
that, in advocating one tariff for the em-
pire and another for foreigners, lie is ex-
pressing the views of his government. It
may be taken for granted that the Cana-
dian government lias not considered, much
less accepted, any such project ; and it
may be that the view expressed by the
High Commissioner will fail to meet ac-
ceptance at the hands of his principals.

In his second public committal, on what
should be forbidden questions to a Commis-
sioner not under special instructions, Sir
Charles got himself out of one ditch only to
fall into another. He lias given up Federation
of the Empire, of which lie was recently
the advocate, as it lias always hitherto
been presented. He sees that no scheme
of parliamentary representation that would
be acceptable to diferent parts of the Em-
pire can be formed, and frankly admits the
failure of the attempt to prepare one that
would give satisfaction. But instead of
stopping here, lie thinks lie is bound to
produce an alternative scheme; and so lie
offers us a double tarif, a tarif for the
Empire and a tarif to be applied to foreign
nations. He will probably not be long in
discovering that it is impossible to frame
a common tarif for the empire. What
does such a proposal imply? It implies
that on, say cottons, Canada should
abolish lier duties, that England should
adopt our duties, or that some compromise
between the free list of the English tariff
and our rates of duty should be made. Is
any one of these things likely to hap-
pen ? Will Canada abolislh lier duties
on cottons ? Will England adopt our
duties on cottons ? Will England, In.
dia, Australia, Canada, and other self
governing dependencies agree upon a com-
mon duty on cottons ? This of the three
is nearest the possible; but docs any one
seriously believe it to be possible, not to say
probable? If agreement on a single item
is practically out of the question, what
chance is there that a common tariff, em-
bracing all articles of import and export,r
can be agreed upon ?r

But if a common tariff for the British
Empire can be framed by the mutual con-
sent of its various parts, how is a common
tariff for enforcement against foreigners to
be framed ? And if it were framed would
not the discrimination beget retaliation ?a
The " most favored nation " clause of com-4
mercial treaties might not be trenched upone
in the process, probably would not be. Butt
the dependencies which have frequently.
been excluded from British çommercial i

1 treaties would find the door of admission
Seffectually closed against them. Canada,
to take an example, has hitherto not
made discrimination a rule of her tarif;
lier custom has been to treat all nations
alike. A different policy, if now formed
and acted upon, would be resented as an
act of commercial unfriendliness by foreign
countries; and the double tarif which we
used against other nations, these nations
would be liable to turn against ourselves.

On the theory that "Parliamentary Fed-
eration is impossible," the common tarif
for the empire would have to be enacted by

* the Parliament of Great Britain, in which
Canada would not be represented. No
doubt she would have an opportunity of
expressing lier views on the subject, in ad-
vance, but she could only do so in common
with Australia and India. The dependen-
cies would either have to act together,
through a commission created for the pur-
pose, or each dependency would have to
express its views through its own constitu-
tional organs, And when this was done,
the Imperial Parliament would have to
concur-to register the decree of the colon-
ies and to accept it as the rule of its own
destiny-whicli it would not be very
likely to do. To us the scheme appears to
be liopelessly impracticable,

Sir Charles himself admits that the
colonies will not give up the right to make
their own tarifs. Instead of one tarif for
application to foreign nations, there would
be as many tarifs as there are self-govern-
ing dependencies. The proposal of Sir
Charles Tupper is of a retrograde nature;
it seeks to establish a new colonial system
on tle ruins of the old, to take us back to
the second phase of the colonial system,
when absolute exclusion of foreign traders
had ceased to be the rule, and British
goods and colonial produce were recipro-
cally favored. It means a partial revival
of the timber duties and the Corn laws, in
return for similar favors to British manu-
factures. Is England prepared thus to go
back, and reverse the policy to which she
undoubtedly owes a large share of lier pros-
perity? Nobody, not even Sir Charles
Tupper, can believe that she is.
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BANKING REVIEW.

The figures of the June bank statement
will be found in condensed form below, and
are compared with those for the previous
month :

CANADIAN BANK STATEMENT.
LIABILITIEs.

June, 1885. May, 1885.
Capital authorized.. $ 73,579,999 $ 73,999,909
Capital paid up.... 61,821,159 61,801,646
Reserve Funds.... 17,512,433 17,374,433
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