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OUR GAME.
REPORT 0N NoMENCLATURE.— Continued.
th:"‘]:riacus—‘‘Hm'ns sm'aller, curving f«.)rward,
rstspur short, enrving upward 5 tail long ;
Oofy rather elongate ; size smaller.”
oW, in all conscience, what earthly object
hieved in all this but a general muddle ?
“‘“}rfamily is erected on the ground that
ain forms have deciduous horns, or that
“::’{ ":lay want these orname‘nts, torgetting also
oidy e so-called no‘n-(lecu.luom?' hor.n.-& are
L8 at srome time of their existence.
t.:sslﬂ Cer(ninly fact'ilions, 50 We may disczn'.d
trug S“.‘*fﬂ.mlly Cervine, and therchy benefit
Clenge,

'.e:’“” look at the genera: _Alees and ]{a.n-

" 1:@ sepzu'atefi na‘mely on the g%ruund ol a

o mealrs at the tip of the nose, \Vl}l(fh are hy
b s constant, and the possession of horns
"lel:l f('l.nales of .t,hc lutler.. To follow the
> e females might constitute a genera by

ley .
N 'Selves, as their horns are rarely palmate.
82in, )

no 1¢ presence or absence of horns is by

~ Teang 4 generic characteristic, scarcely
ulo:e iﬂl‘)('ciﬁc one, as it 18 now kaown that
I‘Orng ?«l tendevncy anmnwg all these g(:nera' ’)to
Pesépan. the female. Ccrm..‘; and {La;tyglm'
pal“latisdt'@d on th‘o grounds of want of marked
ere iy tln ln. the former, and :al:seuc:e o.f' .ant-
o the ba‘('\ f(‘rl‘nalo sex. Cariacus 18 ‘Im«le«.l
. 818 of a rather more elongated hoof,
“)l‘l‘:t:{:(;::l of Cul‘V:lLlll‘l: in .th»(', untlo.rs, u'ml——
torrors—a faint ditierence in tail,

l:":’; gf?ntlom(‘n, here is not cvi.d(-ucc sufti-
Valug t;mm! a genera, t.hong‘h of u:nduuhtwl
ey str(.m dlsllllc'tloll of species. l*onnel:{y,
that o 8"‘! was lalfi upon the supposed .fact
n(.‘,e“\‘hi.;/fmng of the moose and canb'ou
of 4. Hibited the spotted coat, but the falsity

Cigy

‘V:l’tt;?;nnfphell Hardy. .This leav:c:s 0o ground
'l()"‘(‘llclat U‘r the pl}el‘llc classification a.nd

oprin ure exhibited, and we may w.lth
ot Y return to Cervus as the generic title
e "(‘(‘)l‘ deer; there is no mistaking Cervus
Gifer t the elk or moose deer, Cervus Ran-

Orthe reindeer, Cervus Canadensis for the

1] 8 3
has been shown by the researches of

wapiti, and Cervus Virginianus for our common
species.  Judge Caton has already recognized
this fact, and took the initiative in his work on
the “Antelope and Deer of North America.”

Bven to erect a new species ix a grave
mistake i it naturally coincides with any
other.  We have at present Cerpus (Cariacus)
Cucurus anl Cerens Mexicana, which are but
the common Virginia species slightly modified
by range, climate, diflerences in food, ete. It
ix a well known rale of classitication, but little
recognized by the preado-scientists ot the day
—that to give birth to a new species—letting
alone genera—it s necessary that character-
istics should be observed that are prominent,
constant and uniform in every individual, and
wanting in all other individuals of the same
class, and that cannol by any possibility be
attributed to vaviation in habitat, food, cli-
malic causes, ete. Lot this, then,-obtain with
us as a body and ax individuals,

Of birds, the same may be said in a general

ray as of mammals. But this report is already
too long toadmit of reviewing their classitication
as thoronghly as has just been done, following
step by step down to well-known objects; such
would be taxing an already over-taxad patience.
Let us commence at once, therefore, with our
grouse.

Under our present absurd mctllml of classi-
fication and nomenelature, America possesses
no less than six genera of grouse, exclusive
of the ptarmigan. These gencra are divided
into twelve species, or six species and six
varieties of species, viz: the spruce grouse
and Franklin varicty of the same, the dusky
grouse, and a darker variety, the pinnated
grouse and a variety, two forms ot sharp tail,
one sage, and three ruftled grouse.

The following table exhibits the ditterent
genera and the characteristics on which each
is supposed to be based 5 the genus Dendraga-
pus has been denied by one author, and rele-
gated to canace, as he evidently felt that its
dizcoverer was poaching on his preserves, but
its existence is equally valid with those at
present accepted.



