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CASES IN PRACTICE: (a) LIGFiTNING STROKE; (b) THREE

CASES 0F NERVOUS DISEASE IN CHILDREN.*

Bv DRz. A. F. cKNIMONKTON, ONT!.

JZ,~Preidc/ ad Gn//mcn-Alitu gli the total nu rnber

of detsfror lighltiniigstr-olk is saici to bc very large it does net
often fait to the lot o)f a practitiolier to bc callec iuponi to treat a
case. It may therefore be of sorne interest to you to hear a short
accounit of a case which carne uncler mny observation.

One clay during the excessively, hot we-ather wvhich wc hiai
cluring the latter part of last June a short thuncler storrn lasting
onlv a féw inte-ýs blew up) abouît noon. During the storrn a
y"oung wornan about twncit)y-five ycars of age wvas standing in the
cloorway of a smnall oinc-.stoiried building Mvith a boardi roof. A
flash of Iigtingii struck the roof anci ch)irnniey clirectly over bier
heaci, kniockzing- off several boardîs andi setting fire to the roof. It
thon passed do\\rnwýarcls at the sicle of the cloor-jarnb, knocking off
a splinter of woocl, ancd then, struck the youing wvoman, throwving lier
forwvard. She wvas 1,ickecl up in an insensible condition and
carrieci into the house. 1 sam, bier a few minutes aftcr the accident.
Shie wvas lying on the lounge in a state of collapse. The face wvas
p)aie and covered wvith perspiration and slightly drawn to one side.
1-er rnouth was bleeclingl, one tooth having been knockcd out,
another one broken across ancd ene or twe others loosenecl. The
injury to the mouth wvas no deu,.bt causeci by contact with a board,
which w'as lying on U1-ie ground and which she struck as she felI
forward. She appeared to be quite insensible to bier surroundingxs
but kept moaning loucly, as thoughi in pain. There Nvas a gurg-
lingr in the throat, as tboughi slie were unable to swallow. The
appearance of the patient w~as radier- startling andi remninded one
somewhbat of that of a person to whom chloroforrn hiad been
adm-inistered beyond the lirnits of safety. The respirations werc
hiowever r-egular, althioughl shallow, and the pulse fairly good. A
slighit odor of somnething burning could be noticed. 1 hiad the
patient's clothing loosenecl so as to allow freer respiration, and had
lier removed to a bed, wreshie xvas able to lie ini a less crarnped
position. I liad taken with me soi-ne aromatic spirits of amnmonia
and gave lier a few drops of this in a spoonful of wvater. At first

*Read before the meeting of the Huron 'Medical Society, hield at Clinton,
Sept. 6th, 1901.


