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the profession Of denfisfry realize this fact, and are putting forth
their best efforts to take advantage-of the opportunify, which is
theirs, as guardians of flic mouths and teefli of the public, f0 not
on]y prevent destruction of tlic teeth by caries, but also f0 confrol,
in a large'degrce, many oflier forms of disease.

If is confidently anficipaf cd that by flic intelligent practice of
oral hygiène more will be accomplislied f0 prevent decay of the
feetli during flic ncxt fwenfy years than in all flic ages thaf have
gone before.

FUNCTIONS 0F THE, TriETH.
The feefli have, amon g ofliers, flirce most distinct funef ions,

viz., mastication Of food, assistance in articulation of words, and
that of giving beauty and expression f0 ftic face.

MASTICATION.-This is ftle chief funef ion of flic feefli. The
crutshiu1g Of flic food is nof flic only end accomplislicd in mastica-
fion, but during flie process tlie glands sifuatcd in flic moufli are
stimulaf cd to secrete large quantifies of saliva; fliese fluids become
mecorporafcd wifi flic food and perform flic flrst sfep in digestion.
If flic feefli and other tissues of the rnoufli arc in an unliealfhy

Fig. 2. -A DormaUly arrvnged set of teeth.

sfate, their use is avoided, and, the sof t, pulpy articles of diet are
chosen-those whicli will slip down wif h littie or, no mastication.
In sucli cae the food is taken into the stomaci witliout the normal
quantity of saliva whicli is required in digestion. Tihe food should
be mastie4tted until it is ground to flie very finest confiistency.


