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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

PenpiNG the meeting of the long announced
Congre-s, there is a lull in the tempest of Luro-
pean poliics. If we may believe their official
language, the Emperors of France and Austria
are on the nost amicable terms, and the affairs
of [tuly will be so settled as to give general sa-
tisfaction to the people, without infringing upon
the rights of the Pope. It cannot be demed
howerver, that in many parts of the Italian Penin-
sula, the revolutionary spirit—the spirit of 92
with its hatred of priests and Kings—is rife ; and
thet it will require skilfu! diplomacy, perhaps
strong measures, to soothe, or keep down the
hideous monster whose ugly features are again
troubling the repose of sincere lovers of order
and rational freedom. It is only when consider-
ing it as essentially an anti-Chrisian movement,
as much anti-Christian as was the first French
Revolution, that we can estimate at its proper
value, the insurrectionary movement in progress
in the DPapal States ; which, if suecessful, will
but substitute for the Gospel of Christ, that of
Jean Jacques, Voltaire, Tom Paine and the
other great DProtestant evangelists of the last
century. Drofessing to strike only at the tem-
poral power of the Popes, its real ot de guerre
js— ecrases tnfume ;” andils crowning achiev-
iment will be the enthronement of a prostitute
upon the altar of the hving God, after having
strangled the last priest with the bowels of the
last King. The language of its leaders may be
trille bess gross than was that of the Marats, and
the other chiefs of the French Revolution, but
their objects are identical, as ure also the means
to which they have resource.

Tur Temrorar. PoweErR or THE Pope.—
The question at issue betwixt us and the Mon-
treal Gazette is not as to whether the govern-
ment of the Papal States is susceptible of any re-
forms, whether its finances are well administered,
or the people subject to its rule contented anrd in
the eujoyient of great material prosperity 7 but
simply this—{s the Papal Govermmnent so essen-
tially bad, so necessarily despotic, that good
Christians and friends of liberty, caanot 1 con-
science pray for its deliverance from the many
dangers thal now menace it? Of eourse il the
temporal power of the Pope is necessarily des-
potic, harsh and cruel to its subjects, no man
should pray for its continuaace; but if, as we
contend, its defects are accidental only, and pro-
ceed, not lrom its independence, but from the
pressure fromn without to which it has been sub-
jected, and to the interference of Foreign Pow-
ers, then, not only is it lawtul for Carholics to
offer up their prayers for its protection, but, by
so doing, they are virtually praying for a remov-
al of those very grievances of which the Liberal
press complam. It is for the tndependent tem-
poral power of the Pope, that, in ohedience to
the voice of our Pastors, we pray; and as we
contend that all the evils which exist in the gov-
ernment ol the Papal States proceed from the
“interference of Toreign Powers, and have been
by that interference perpetuated, so by the re-
establishment of the temporal power of the Popes
in perfect independence do we believe that those
evils will most speedily and eflectually be done
away with.

For we do not pretend that the Pope asa
temporal Sovereign is nfalhble, or impeccable
for we do not claim for his secular government,
as we do for the Church of which he is the Sov-
ereign Poutifl, a divine origin. Serviceable as is
the temporal sovereignty of the Pope to the free
exercise of his spiritual authonity, we fully re-
cognise that the former 1s not indispensable,
and that like all things human, therefore, it
i subject to infirmity, and is liable to be abus-
ed. When so abused, it should of course be
reformed ; bul in that we contend for its re-
formation, when and where reform s necessary,
we virtually protest against its destraction. We
are not of those who pretend that the civil ad-
ministration of the affairs of the Pontifical States
is perfect, for we remember that its “affuirs are
administered by fallible men, and that of no-
thing buman can perfection or incorruptibility be
predicated ; but we believe from the testtmony of
history, even as related by Protestants, that if
left perfectly free and independent of all foreign
influences, tie Papal Government has been, and
therefore may be, eminently conducive to the
material prosperity of its immediate subjects, as
well as to the spiritual interests of the Catholic
Church. Therefore we pray God to restore,

and to preserve the independent temporal Sov-
ereignty of the Popes ; because we firmly believe
that when all external pressure—whether from
intriguing princes, or I'alian revolutionists—shall
have been removed, the embarrassments which
have produced the disorder in its finances will be
quickly shaken off ; and the Papal Government

ill again become what it was 6€ old, a blessing
to, its subjécts, and the.envy .of .surrounding pa-.
tions. - For-this; -all that is requisite is that the
Papal Government should “be again, 'as it once
was, really and ‘thoroughly independent.

This it has not been for many years. Ina
material point of view, and considered solely with
reference 1o the number of sabres and bayonets
that it can bring into the field, the-Papal Gov-
ernment is the weakest in the world ; hence 1t has
always presented a strong temptation to the am-
bitious and unprincipled Sovereigns and states-
men of Europe. Since the days of Chatles V.
Ttaly has been the battle-field whereon France
and Austria have contended for supremacy in the
Peninsula, but above all, for supremacy over the
Papal States. TForce and intrigue have been 1n
turn employed by the rival combatants to attain
their ends 5 for their purpose they have some-
times sought to intimidate the Pope by menaces
of brute force ; at other times to compel him to
submission by fomenting strife, and exciling do-
westic traubles within bis dominions. Never for
an instant has a Pope of late years been left free
to prosecute his own plans for the government
of his own dominions, unharrassed by the nenates
or mtrigues of lis powerful and unprincipled
neighbors. Before the tewmporal Power of the
Popes, therefore, can be held responsible for any
abuses which nay exist beneath its rufe, it must
be shawn that those abuses have spruag up under,
and have proceeded directly from, the tree, unfet:
tered, or independent exercise of that power.—
But this is impossible.

Let us see however what testimony Protest-
ants bear to the effects of the temporal power or
role of the Pope when, free from all foreign in-
fluence, 1t could develop itself as it pleased ;
and for this we must revert to Rome of the XVI
century, ere the great apostacy had extended its
dark shade over the face of Christendom, and
whilst the successor of St. Peter was still in fact,
as well as it name, an independent temporat So-
vereign, as well as the Supreme Pontiff of the
Christian Chureh. 1t is from the pages of the
Protestant historian, Ranke, that we take the
following picture of the material condition of tie
Papa) States in those bhalcyon days: and, we
ask—could that government whose results were
manilested in such features, have been tyranny or
harsh despotisin 7 —

 ADMINISTRATION oF THE STATHS oF THE CHURCH.
—A well situated, rich, and noble region had fallen
to the lot of the Popes,

“The writers of the gixteenth century cannot find
words to extol its fertility. What beauntiful plains
did it exhibit round Bologna, all through Romagna!
*We travelled, suy the Venetinn Ambassadors of
1522, ¢ from Macerata to Tolentiuo through the most
beautifal fields; through hills and plains covered
with torn ; there was uothing else to be seen grow-
ing for & space of thirty miles; notu fool of uncul-
tivated fand was discoverable ; it seemed impossible
to gather in, not to spesk of consuming, such an
sbundance of corn’ Romagna yearly yeilded forty
thousand stara more corn than was suflicient for its
own consumption ; for this there was a great de-
mand, and after supplying the mountain districts of
Urbinu, Tuscany, and Bologna, thirty-five thousand
stara more were at times exported by sea. While
Venice on the one sea, was snpplied with necessaries
from Bologna and the March; on the other Genoa
commoniy, nnd oceasionnlly Naples too, were suppli-
ed from Viterbo and the patrimony. In one of His
Bulls of the year 1566, Piug V. extols the divine grace
that bad permitted that RRowme, which formerly had
not been able to subsist without foreign supplies of
corn, should now not only possess it jo snperfluity,
but often be able to supply it of 1ta own growth to
neighboring, nnd distant countries, by land and sea.
In the year 1539 the exports of corn from the States
of the Ghurch, are estimated nt the anoual value of
five hundred thousand scudi. Particular diatriets
were tnrther celebrated for their several peculiar pro-
ductions, Perngia for bemp, Facuza for flax, Viter-
bo for bath, Cesena for a wine for exportation, Ri-
miai for oil, Bologna for wood, San Lorenzo for its
munna, the vintnge of Montefiaacone was famons all
over the world.”—Ranke's Hi't. of the Popes, b. IV.
in a note appended to the above we nie furtber in-
formed vhat *“ they”—the people of the Ecclesiastical
States—* have no need of foreign goods, with the
exception of things of small inportazce and value,
such us groceries, and materinls of apparel for the
nobility and persons of distinction.”

Thus by Protestant testimony it appears that
under the truly independent temporal sovereignty
of the Popes, 1lome was supreme, ant only in the
sciences, and those arts which tend ro embellish
life, but in all those arts which more immediately
conduce to material prosperity-—in the arts of
commerce, manufacture, and agriculture.  And,
under God, this material prosperity so conclusive
as 10 the excellence of the government beneath
which it flourished, was the work of the Popes,
and the direct result of their independent rule over
the States of the Cliurch. Not a century and a
half had elapsed betwixt the epoch of the prosper:-
ty described by Ranke in such glowing colors, and
the return of the Popes to Rome, alter their long
exile spoken of by ltalian writersas the “ Baby-
Yonish captivity.” Now how it fared with Rome
during the absence of ber legitimate rulers, and
the eclipse of their temporal power, the following
extracts from the Protestant Ranke will show:
¢ During the abgence of the Popes in Avignon,
thus Rome of the Middle Ages fell equally into decay
with the long-ruived Rome of antiquity.

# When Eugenijus 1V, returned thither in 1443, it
was become & town of cowherds; its inhabitants dif-
fered in nothing from the peasants and berds-of the
surrounding conotry. ‘The .ills bad long becnaban-
doned, the dwellings were, all accumulated in the
pluin along the windings of the Tiber; there wns ro
pavement in the uarrow streets, which were farther
darkened by the projecting balconies and howed
windows, thatalinost met from side to side; cattle
were soen strolling about as in & village. From San
Silveatro to the Porta Del Popolo there was nothing
but gardens and morasses, the resort of wild ducks.
The very memory ot antignity had almost vanished,
The Capitol had become the Goats’ Mountuin, the
Forain Romanum the Cornficld; the strangest le-
gends were atached to some monuments thit still re-
mained, St. Peter's Church was in danger of fal-
ling down."

[0 such an abject state had the onte proud
mistress of the world dwindled whilst the tem-
poral power of the Pope was, as it were, in abey-
ance ; and trom such an abject condition it re-
quired no trifling efforts on the part of succeeding
Poatifis to raise the decayed City. Yet ths
task they attempted and accomplished. They
built up its ancient palaces, they restored the de-
solate places, and made the barren fields bring
lorth in’ gladness and abundance. Witlun little
more than asingle century after their return to
Rome, the Popes could, by the testimony of
strangers and enemes, boast that the people over

whiom they riled were the most frospefous; the.
best governed, and the léast taxed of aoy in Eu-
rope.  Se notorions-was this, that the lot of the
people of ‘the Ecclesiastical States was the eavy
of their neighbors ; the rule of ecclesiastics and:
prelates was eagerly sought for by the towns of
Ttaly—so Ranke tells us; for he adds they
« would seem to have had o liking for secular
governors.” : .

'We have thus shown, and by Protestant testi-
mony, what was the state of Rome when the
Popes were absent, and their temporal authority
under a cloud—and what its condition when the
'Popes were restored, and their temporal power
re-established in its plenitude of independence.
From the two pictures thus presented to us by a
Protestant, we have the right to conclude, as
from our premises, that (he independent temporal
sovereignty of the Pope is not necessarily a des-
potisin ; that it 1s not necessarily oppressive upon,
or prejudicial to the material prosperity of, those
subject to its sway ; that if, i the States of the
Church, there be to-day abuses which call ur-
gently for reform, they cannot proceed from, and
therefore cannot justify the destruction of, that
independent temporal power of the Popes ; and
that, therefore, in praying for the maintenance of
that power, Catholics do not pray for the per-
petuation of a tyranny, or that God would please
to take despotism under his special protection.—
Our argument in short is this. The actual is
possible ; what has been, may be; the truly in-
dependent temporal power of the Popes, has, by
Protestant testimony, been most beneficial to the
people subject to its sway, and most conducive
to their material prosperity. It may be so,
therefore again ; and, therefore, Catholics can,
as consistent lovers of f{reedom, heartily coucur
with the recommendations of the Mandement of
Ris Lordship the Bishop of Tloa which enjoins
them to pray for the restoration and maintenance
of the independent temparal power of the Popes.

Tt is not within the scope of our argumenl—
whose sole object is to vindicate the consistency
of Cathohe professions of attachment to the
cause of hberty and order, with the Cathotic
practise of praying for the temporal power of
the Pope—to prove that any disorders which may
now exist in the administration of the finances,
and secular affairs of the Papal States proceed,
not from that the Pope is, and long has been, a
traly independent sovereign in things secular;
but, from the intrigues, armed interference, and
spoliations of Foreign Powers. We need scarce-
ly remind our readers of 1he facts that, since
the epoch of the French Revolution, scarce the
shadow of independence—in the exercise of their
temporal power—has been left to the Sovereign
Pontiffs ; that some of them have died in exile
and caphwity ; that the States of the Church
have been pillaged and laid under contribution by
armed strangers ; and that every attempt to intro-
duce financial and admuistrative relorms, has
been opposed by the Pope’s ambitious and pow-
erful neighbors. What—we ask the Gazette
—what would be the condition of IZngland
and its people if they had been treated by fo-
reigners, as Rome was trealed by the soldiers of
the Directory and of the first Empire 7—if withio
the last half century Lioudon had been ravaged by
a licentious soldiery 7—if the British Suvereign
bay been dragged from his throne by a French
Emperor,and Great Britain had been for years re-
duced to the condition of a Province of the
French Empire 2 Whalt, we ask, would be the
financial condition of England to-day, what its
agricultural and commerciat prospenty, if all
these things had bappened to her?  And yet all
these things bave happened to Rome;and to
them cau the difficulties undec which the present
Papal Government cow labors—its exhausted fi-
nances, its languishing agriculture, and its discon-
tented populace—be directly attributed. Itis be-
cause the Popes have zot been left free and in-
dependent in the exercise of their temporal pow-
er—because their territories have been repeated-
ly invaded, and pillaged by Erench armies—be-
cause all their efforts to iutroduce liberal reforms
bave been opposed by Austria, that their States
to-day are not what they were some three hun-
dred years ago, when the Pope was de facto an
independent temporal sovereign. These things
we would beg of the Guzette to bear in mind ;
and ere he agaiv undertakes to sneer at the mis-
government of Rome, we would request of him
to reflect seriously upon what the material con-
dition of Great Britan would be to-day, if its
shores had been successtully invaded by the con-
queror of Kurope ; if George the Third bad been
by bim dragged a prisoner from Windsor to Pa-
ris; if Great Britam lad been for many years
annexed to Frauce, and the ancient Constitution
of England lad been replaced by the Code Na-
poleore. Had these things befallen Greal Britain
during the present century—as they have befallen
Rome—would that inan be esteemed honest or in-
telligent who should attribute those financial or
administrative disorders which, under such cir-
cemstances, would certainly exist,to the tude-
pendent temporal power of the British sove-
reign —or cite the poverty of Queen Victoria’s
subjects, and the languishing condition of British
commerce aud agriculture, asa valid justification
of armed rebellion agaiost her authority 7 And
yet this ss literally the course which Laberal wri-
ters, politicians, and journalists pursue towards
Rome and the Pope.

Look to Irefund, Yook to India'—we say to
the Gazette. Are tbere no disorders there, no
wrongs to be redressed ?—are no reforms need-
ed there 2—ure the people all content with Brit-
ish rule ?  And yet we can pray, and are by our
Chuarch enjoined to pray for Queen Victoria
and the maintenance of her temporal power.—
We pray God, honestly and sincerely, to bles
ber, and protect her against ber enemies. We
do so in simplicity, and unconditionally ; and
yet wmost assuredly we do not intend to pray
for the maintenance of the abuses of British rule,
either in Ireland or in Indw ; although these be-
yond question proceed directly from the British
government itsell; and not as with the abuses that
may. exist in Rome, from 2 foreign pressure from
without. We therefore are consistent, both in
that we pray for the Pope, and for our Queen
—and heartily bid God bless them both. DBut
where we ask is the consistency of the British

Protestant who applauds the cowardly skulking

‘Mazzii, but “déniounces ‘John Mitchell 2. wha
sypathises with the cut-tbroats of Italy, and ‘has
no words strong enough wherewith to- condemn.
the assertors of Irish nationality—who exclaims
agawst Neba Sahib and the Sepoys. but smiles
complacently upon, or glosses over ll{e'mlsdee(i's of
the assassins of a Rossi or Anviti—who in 3.
word, fosters and encourages ~armed rebellion
abroad, but proclaims as traitors at l!o_me', those
who by strictly legal and constitutional means
would seek to redress the wrongs inflicted upon
Catholic Ireland, by an alien and thrice-loath-
some Protestant Ascendency ?

DR. IVES* LECTURES.
_ 'T'his distinguished scholar lectured before the
St. Patrick’s Literary Association of this ctty,
on the evenings of Triday and Monday last, and
more than confirmed the hgh opinion previously
entertaned of his great abiliti:s. His audience
comprised men of all denominations, and of our
Catholic Clergy a good many assisted. The fol-
Yowing report we horrow from the Herald :—
ROME THE PATRONESS OF LEARNING.

Kome, observed the lecturer, must be judged
by her works. Sophocles was accused of mad-
.ness ; he replied by exhibiting his tragedies, andso
when Rome was traduced it was only necessary,
in reply, to bring forward the great facts in her
history. It was, however, difficult to get these
facts belore the people. To those who had all
their lives looked at only one side of the ques-
tion, and who held their maost sacred nstitutions
to be bused on the views hitherto beld, it was a
most painful thing to admit any contrary impres-
siops. "U'o do so was to desert the landmarks of
therr forefathers ; to leave their posterity with-
out mheritance ; and even it might be to throw
some doubt on the eternal welfare of those whom
they loved. He well remembered the painful
impresston made on lis own mind when a  koow-
ledge of facts made him begin to doubt the truth
of maoy charges against the Catholic Clurch—
how he felt when he found that ali Ius past men-

| as a Council urging upon Charles the Bold e

work of the Monks had’ been destroyed by-{he
sword, who ‘was iL that tried to rekindle the hght
of knowledge'? Rome, in the- persons of her
' misstonaries whose labors were so successful that
1n the next age the Church was adorned by such
men as Bede and Aleuin. Tn France, Charles
restorc-the schools in order to raise the people
from their state of sgnorance ; but he dil so ac.
cording to his own statement because he wag
prompted by the Holy Father at his third visit
to Rome. The 9th century opened prosperously
for education, yet it bad not proceeded far wit).
out the appearance of a decline, not howerer
without an effort by the Church to prevent it j—

necessily of encouraging learnmng. It was, how-
ever, sometimes urged that these Catholic schools
were designed for the training of ecelesnastics,
or for teaching such as desired mstruction in the
dead languages alone ; and .lhat, therefore, the
instructions were in the Latin tongue. But i
replied that the Latin tongue was then ge-
nerally used and understood all over Europe,—
Sismondi said that it was employed by soldiers
in their songs ; and n writer who wished to coyp-
teract the ill effects of the plays of Terence,
wrote Christian plays in Latin, wiich produced
a great moral effect, such as could not have
arisen from them unless the people had under-
stood them. In England, Bede testified that
Latin and Greek were as familiar 1o the people
as their native tongues. But it was said agaiy
that the hterature thus encouraged was uot meant
to enlighten, and was at best truth mixed with
fable—consisting chiefly of untrue legends of the
Saints, aimed only at the promotion of superstj.
tion. Yet Guzot, the Protestant philosopher,
in Ius history of civilization, lbad defended the
Catholic Church from this charge, and had point-
ed out their eminent moral power. But it wag
not necessary 1o rely on his defence. Admilting
that this legendary literature lad in 1t much that
was fabulous, the true question was what was its
tendency. Did it debase the miand, and contri

tal life, his principles and motives of action, were
nothing better than delusions. Deeply, there-
fore, did he sympathise with those whom reason,
justice and honor still called to the same task.—

But was there not in the American heart, on:
either side of the line, that deep love of justice,
and princaple of self-sacrifice, which would prom»t”

sympathy for the injured, and secure to Catholics

a patient hearing—especially when these last pro- .

tested against the charges brought agminst them,

and offered to make their innocence appear by

the most paipable facts? The charges made by
the Protestant press, by ministers, and by states-

men, was, that Christian Rome was systematically -

hostile to mentul and social improvement, and

bad a settled design of keeping the people in ig- '

norance and social degradation, and this, though
the contrary had been made clear by the confes-
sions of Protestant writers. Tt was not his in-
tention, however, 1o show that the Catholic
Church had been favorable to the spread of all

sorts of knowledge withoat regard to its suit-.
ableness or safety, for Catholics maintained that:
it was the prerogative ol the Holy I‘ather to.

guide the flock, and shield it from iudiscreet

teachers and from the imposilions of science,,
He, therefore, had never
shrunk from opposition to dangerous error, or,
even to the untimely publication of intrinsic .
It was to be expected, then, that in-’

faisely so-called.

truth.
stances would be found in which infidelity and
latitudiparianism would consider the interference

of Christian Rome hostile 1o mental progress,
though she was really in those very instances the -

foster-inother of pure ceason and essential truth.

Nor did he hold that, thougl this was the course '

of the Catholic Church, there were no instances

m which individual ecclesiastics bad been opposed :
to enlightenment, though in a somewhat extensive -
reading he bad met with few such examples.— .
Such as there were they did not militate against
tis proposition, which concerned not individuals. ;
Nor did he muintain that there had been no pe--
riods of mental depression ; but he said this— !
that whatever the nutural character of the age,’

Chnstian-Rome bad always been ahead of the

State, and of every other body, to prompt the
the contrary :

diflusion of sound learning. 1f
were true, the fact must be expected to appearin
the time of the early establishment of her power ;

because then all the circumstunces were favor-:

able 10 her success, But look at the facts,—
Gregory the Great lived in the beart of the
Dark Ages, and was celebrated for us zeal for
the spread of Catholic truth.  Did he do tins by
the discouragement of knowledge ? Icorne and
Hallarm bhad intimated that he did ; but they dii-
fered between themselves, and both differed from
other writers. Some expressions in the writings
of this Pope were directed against the use of the
Pagan poets in the schools ; but that was because
he feared the influence of these writings in spread-
ing Pagan ideas and corrupling the morals of the
young. He was himself tbe most learned man of
his age; he tried according to unammous testimony,
to raise the standard of learning in Rome, so that
the arts and sciences attained a ligh degree of
excellence even before his death. e required
hs missionaries to be men of learning, having
provided adequate schools and a hbrary remark-
able for 1ls extent for their instruction, When
he sent them forth to eonvert the nations be also
provided them wits librapes, the proof of which
was to be found in the list of manuscripts brought
by St. Agustin to England, and which might yet
be found in the librarics of thal country.  Pope
Celestine, too, sent learned missionaries to Ire-
fand ; and no sooner had the Catholic - Chureh
arisen, than there arose also a Catholic coliege ;
and no long time passed till Ireland was studded
with literary institutions. This fact was admit-
ted by the Protestant Hallam. ln the time of

Julian, also, who by bis edict shut up the Chris-:

tian schools out of jealousy, many such schools,
and of a very high order, clready existed at
Rowe, so that St. Augustine wus, on account of
their excellence, mduced to finish his education
there. In 440, St. Leo boasted of the pumber
and eminence of the schools. In Spain it was
required by a council in the fourth century, that
there sbould be not enly a college, in every dio-
cess, but a school in every Parish Priest’s house ;

it being alleged that this was common through-

!'bute to the ascendency of the vulgar passions of
" the body, or dul it not on the contrary tend to
{ strengthen faith and keep before the minds of
nien the mutable nature of earthly things? 1t
was not the fictions of tlus literuture which were
objected to, for who objected to the fictions
which swarined at the present day. It was the
spiritual tendency of these legends that caused
the outery agazinst them in a generation that
seemed 1o derie to know nothing of the spirit-
ual. Tt had further been objected that in the
- mstruction of these schools, there was a total
"neglect of the holy scriptures. Tt was true
that the absence of the art of printing inade
tit impossible to put the bible into the hands
of all scholars ;—buv in each school ample
means were alforded for obtaining a cor-
, rect knowledge from manuscript secriptures, and
each student bad to go through a biblical course
in his first year. "o those who desired to un-
derstand the subject fully, e would recommend
the work of the Protestant Matland on the Dark
Ages, and a number of a work called the Christ-
tian Remembrancer of Ist January, 1855. It
! was incontestable that the knowledge of the
bible in that period was more perfect and gener-
al than in this boasting bible reading age. He
might there rest the argument; but he would
now mention some facts with regard fo move re-
cent times. In these the scholars of St. Bene-
, dict might be seen carrying out the three ohjects
 of their founder ; the conversion of souls ; the re-
claiming of the soil ; and the carrying every-
where of the torch of literature and science.-—
Their mauuscripts exbumed from thousands of
convents, formed at this day the basis of all re-
liable history ; wihile their edition in were than
150 volumes of the Greek aud Latin fatbers
showed their capacity to unpart knowledge., The
Doininicans might also be seen raisiug the stand-
ard of education at Bologna, Oxtord and Cologne,
and creating such a galaxy of erudition as “the
world has never seen—u galaxy composed of
such stars as Albertus Magnus in the exact
sciences, and Thomas Aquinas in the Lheological
learning.  So greal was their learning that, ac-
cording to the confession of Gibbou, one of theiwr
monasteries had produced more literary and
| scientific works than hoth the English Universi-
tties.  They could, moreover, boust of a  cnrsus
completus, writien by their own order. A cen-
tury or two luter there arose the rfomniduble ar-
ray of combatants formed by the magnanimous
Society of Jesus; but what were lhuir.'weapons?
—those of ignorauce and fanativisin?  Did they,
like some of e sects with whom they contend-
ed, clain to be leard because they spoke by 1n-
spiration?  Let theic rule be looked into, for
proof of their loug trainmg in literature and
science ; let their classiication be regarded
with the appointment of their profoundest
scholurs for the schools, and thew nost elo-
guent members lor preaching ; let their course
of study be examined to see the high standard of
knowledge required from then —lct the popularity
of their educational systemn and the memorial of
thesr members distinguished v every sphere of
knowledyge be cousidered ; vead the list of their
! Bossuets, Bourdalous, Kirchers, and Pakavieinis,
and say it the Catholie Chureh could farrly be
tuccused as the fostever of ignoronce. The
'learned lecturer then referred to the monuments
tof ancient art preserved in Rome—to the im-
; meuse library of manuseripts and books in the
| Vatican—and asked whether this care for the
i preservation of the wonuments of art and sci-
; euce, was a proof of a desire for ignorinee.—
' As to educational institutions, Cheistian  Rome
: with 160,000 whabitants, bad no less thay ten
i colleges ; three for higher education for ltafiuns ;
! ten others for foreigners ; and two for the Monas-
i tics, besides the University of the

Sapienza,—
How many had New York with five times the
! population?  Three colleges, and 1wo Semi-
“haries.  In the Papal Siates there were seren
i Universities, in a district measuring less than half
the area of the State of New York. They
were open to all classes and nauoas, and nunber-
ed 28,899 students. 1 might go farther, and
. compare the educational wsttutions of Carholic
couniries with those of Protestant ones—
those of this noble city, with any to be found
elsewhere on the Continent, and ke might again
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