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Encyelinl Letter
OUR HOLOYF FATHER

BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE

POPE LEO XIII
The Study i Holy Scripture,

(CONTINUED.)

To onr Venerable Brethren, all Patri-
archs, Primates, Archbishops and
Bishops of the Catholic World, in
Grace and Communion with the
Apostolic 8ee, Pope Leo XI{I.

Venerable Brethren, Heglih and Apostolio
Benediction,

At the outset of their studies they
should examine into the nature of the
intelligence of their disciples, cultivate
it, in fact, s0 as to fit them at once to
preserve intact the doctrine of the Holy
Writings and to comprehend their spirit.
Buch isthe objsct of “ The Treatise on
the Introduotion to the Bible,” which
supplies the pupil with the means of
proving the integrity and authenticity of
the Bible, of searching and discovering
the true meaning of passages, of boldly
attacking and extirpating to the root
sophistioal interpretations. It is hard!
needful to indicate how important it is
to discuss these pointa from thv com-
mencement with order and in a scientifio
way, having recourse to thenlogy. for, 1n
verity, the study of the Bceriptures is
built upon this fuundation and illumin-
ated by those lights. The professor
ghould apply himself scrnpulously to
muke the most fruittul part of this
science perfectly understood—that which
concerns interpietation —and to expluin
to bis anditors how they may wiilize the
riches of the divine wurd for the advan-
tage of riligionfand piety. Assuredly,
We understand that neither the extent
of the subject nor the time dis-
pnsable will permit the entire circle of
the Soriptures to be gone over in the
schools. But since it is necessary to
possess « gure method fruitfully to direct
interpretation, a wise master must avoid
the mistakes of thuse who take up for
study paesages selected here and there
in thie books, and likewise the method of
those who settle on a determined chap-
ter of a single book. If in the majority
of schools one cannot attain the same
end as in higher academies—that is, that
one book or another may be expounded
in a consecutive and elaborate manner—
at least every exertion should be exer-
cised that the passages ohosen for inter-
pretation should be studied with & suffi-
cient completeness. Pupils allured in a
sense, and instruaocted by this mode of ex-
planation, might be able to reperuse and
relish the reat uf the Bible for the dura-
tion of life. The professor, faithful to
the presciptions of those who have pre-
ceded Us, should nse the Vulgate version,
It is that, in truth, which the Qouncil of
Trent has designed as autheniic and
suitable to be employed “im publio
readings, discussions, preachings and ex-
planations,” and that which is also re-
commended by the daily practice of the
Ohurch. Nevertheless, We do not wish
to say that no account must_be taken of
other versions which the Chriatians ot
the early ages adopted with eulogy,
sspecially thoseof the primitive texts,
In faot, as far as concerns the material
‘points, the sense is clear according to the
%ebzew and Greek editions ot the Vul-
gate, nevertheless, if an ambiguous pass-
age, or one less clear than usual is met,
“receurse to the preceding language,”
as Bt. Auguatine counsels, will be very
useful. Itis palpable that a great deal of
circumspection must be brought to this
task, for it is the duty of thecommentor
to indioate not what he thinka himself
but that which was thought by the
author whom he explains. After the
+. reading shall bave been carefully con-
“"ducted Lo the given point, then the mo-
ment will arrive to search into and ex-
plain the sense. Our first advice on thia
subject is to observe the presorip-
“tions. copaonly in unge relative to the

interpretation, themore assiduvously as
the attacks of adversaries are more
active. We muat therefore cautiously
weigh the value of the words themselver,
the signification of the context, the simi-
litude of passages and the like, and also
improve the opportunity of the strange
elncidations of the science opposed to
us. Nevertheless, the master must be-
ware not to bestow more time and care
to these quesations than to the study of
the divine bauks themselves, lest too ex-
tensive and profound a knowledge of
thode topics should bring more trouble
than strength to the intellect of youth.
Hence it results that the sure course to
pursue is the study of Holy Writ from
the thenlogical point of view.

On this subject it. is necessary to re-
mark that in addition to the causes of
difficulty which present themselves in
the explanation of no matter what an-
cient suthors, others have to be supple-
mented which are peculiar to the ex-
planation of the Sacred Writings. In-
asmuch as they are the work of the Holy
@Ghost, the words conceal a number of
iraths which are far surpassing the
strength and penetration of buman res-
son—that is to say, the divine mysteries
and all which belongs to them. The
sense issometimes wider and more veiled
than would appear to be conveyed by
the letter and by the rules of hermeneu-
tics, and, furthermore, the literal sense
itsell sometimes hides other senses whioch
serve to elucidate dogmas or to give
rules for the conduct of life.. Thus, it
cennot be denied tbat the Holy Books
are ghrouded with a certain religious
obsourily to such an extent that nobody
should undertake their study without
a gnide. Thus God has desired—it is
the common opinion of the Fathers—
that men should study them with mare
ardour and oarefulness, so that truths
laborionsly acquired should - penetrate
mora deeply into their intellects and
their hearts, in order that they might
understand aboveall that God has given
the Scriptures that in the interpretation
of His words the Church should be ac-
oep'ed as the surest guide and master. .

Where God haz placed His treasures
thers truth shou'd be s ught. Tne men
in whom resiies the successiom of the
Apasties, as Bt. Trensns hng alrerdy
trught us, explain the 8eiiptures withoul
danger. I: s his doctrine and that of
the other Fathers which the Vatican
Counail adupted when renewing a Ducree
of the Council of Trent on the interpre
tation of the Divine Written Word. It
decided that in things of faith and
morals, tending to the settlement of
Christian doctrine, that should be re
garded as the exact senaa of the Scrip-
tures which our holy mother the Church
has regarded and regar:ls as such, for itis
ber province to judgeof the sense and in-
terpretation of the 8acred Books. Conse:
quently, no one is permitted to expound
ihe Boriptures in a fashion contrary to
this meaning or the unanimous consent
of the Fathera,

Ry this law, full of wisdom, the Church

does not arrest or retard in the slighest

degree the researchesof Biblical science,

but maintains them in the shelter of all

error, and puissantly contributes to their

veritable progress. Eich doctor, in

short, sees open before bim a vast field

wherein, by following & sure direction,

his zeal may he exercised in a signal

manner and with profit to the Church.

Of a truth, as to those passages of Holy

Writ which await a certain and well-
defined explanation, thanks to the ben-

evolent design of the Providence of Gud,

it may be that the judgment of tle
Church wiill find itself ripened by prepa-

ratory studies. But, touching those
pointe which have been already settled,

the Doctor may play an equally efficn-
cious role, either in more clearly ex-
pounding tbem to the erowd of the faith-
ful or in & mode more skiliul to the
educated, or in defending them more
strongly from theadversaries of the faith.
The Catholio interpreter should accord-
ingly, 88 a most important and sacred
duty, explan in the fized sense these
texts of Scripture whose signification
hasheen authentically indicated,whether
by saored wriiers whom the guidance
of the Holy Ghost inspired, as ocours
in mauy passages of New Testament, or
by the Church, sesisted by the same
Holy Ghost and by the mesus of a sol-
emn judgment, or by its universal and
ordinary authority. He shounld be con-
vinced that this interpretation is the
only one that can be approved b%nhe
laws of sacred hermeneutics.

other points he must follow the analogy

pon’

of the faith and take for model Oatholic

of the Church. "In fact, it is the same God
who is the author of the Holy Writings
and of the doctrine of which the Chnreh
‘in the storehouse. It absolutely follows,
then, that asignification-attributed to the
former and differing, however little, from
the latter cannot be produced frum s
legitimate interpretation. Hence, it
evidently results that every interpreta-
tion which puts the sacred authora in
contradiction with themeelves, or which
is opposed to the teaohing of the Church,
is foolish and false.

He who teaches Holy Writ shnuld
aleo merit the eulogy that he-is a
thorough master of theolegy, that he is
perfectly conversant with the eomments
of the haly Fathers, the Ductors, and the
best interpreters. Buch is the dostrine
of 8t, Jerome and 8t Augustine, who
justly compluinin these terms, * If every
soience, however unimportant and easy
of acqnisition, demands, as is evident, to
be taught by a learned man, by a mas
ter, what could be more arrogantly rash
than not to seek the knowledge of the
Holy Scriptures after the teaching of
their interpreters?”’ . Such waa likewise
the testimony of other Fathers, whe eon-
firmed it by examples. They explained
the Soriptures, not after their private
opinions, but from the writing and an-
thority of thejr predecess: s, beosuse it
was evident that these had reeeived in
succession to the Apoetles the rules for
the intarpretation of Holy Wnt.

The testimony of the holy Fathers,
who, after the Apostles, have been, sn
to speak, the gardeners of the holy
Chuorch, its builders, its pastors, have
nourished it and made it grow, haa also
a great authority every time they ex-
plain, in one and the same manner, a
Biblical text ss euncerning faith er
morals ; for it is clear from their agree-
ment that, acoording to Catholie doo-
trine, this explanation has eome in ita
form by tradition from the Aposiles.
The advice of the same Fathers is also
worthy of being taken into very serinus
consideration when they treat of the
same subjects as Dcotnrs and as giving
their private opinion. Indeed, not only
ihelr knowledge of reveal-d duoetrine
and the multitude of the acqnirements
n-cessary tn interpret the Apostolie
backs powerfully recommend them, bat,
muoreover, Gud Himsclf has bestowed
freely His succonr and ‘His lighta on
these men, rewmarkable for the sanchity
uf their jives and their meal for the
truth.,

Let the interpreter learn, then, that
he is bound to foliow their foelsteps
with reapect, and avail himself of their
iabours with an intelligent diserimina-
tion, Neveriheless, he must not believe
that the road is blocked, and that he
cannot, where a reasonable doubt exists,
go farither in the line of research and ex-
planation. It is allowable for him, pro-
vided he atways follows Lhe sage precept
of 5t. Augustine, “not to stray in the
alightest trom the literal and plain sense
unless when there is some reason which
forbids him to agree with it or renders 1t
necessary to be abandimed.” This rule
shonld be observed with more irmness,
that, in the midst of the great ardour of
innovation and the freedom of opinion,
there exists a very grave danger of going
wrong. He who teaches the Seriptures
must take care not to negleet the al'e:
gorical or analogical senme attached by
the holy Fathers to cerlain words, parti-
cularly when the meaning maturally
flows from the literal sense, and is sup-

-ported by a large number of auntharities.

The Churoh, in fact, has received from
the Apoatles the mode of interpretation,
and has approved of it by its example,
as shown by the liturgy. It is not that
the Fathess pretended todemonstrate by
themselves the dogmas of faith, but that
they experienced that this method was
good to purse virtue and piety. The
authority of other Catholie interpreters
of & truth is less, 'nevertheless, since
Biblical studies bave made.a continuons
progress in the Church, the honor which
18 tbeir due ghould be rendered to'thess
Doctors, and one oan borruw from their
works many arguments useful for repell-
ing attacks and clearing up points of
controversy. But tnat which is unsuit-
sble is that the interpreter, ignoring or
despising the excellent volumes which
our co-religionists have left us in con-
giderable nombers, should prefer hetero-
dux works,and that to the imminent risk
of sound doctrine, and too often to the
‘detriment of the faith, he shonld search
in them for the explanation of paasiges
on which Qatholics bave long and valu-.
ably exercised their talents and muju-

dootrine as it is indicated by the authority

the studies of the heleyodox,. wisely

utilized, may sometimes aid the Cathne-.
lic interpreter, it is neelfnl fur him, not-
withstanding, to recollect, after the nu-
merous pruofs given by the ancients,
that the unaltered sense of Honly Sorip-
tureais to ba found nowhere outside the
holy Church, and cannnt be given- hy
those who, deprived of the trae faith,
ocannot reach the marrow of Holy
Writ, but only nibtle at the rind.
It is especially neceasary that the
practice of 8criptures should spread it-
self all over theology and become in a
manner its soul. Sueh has heen at avery
age the doetrine which they havesupport-
@i by vheir example, They devoted them-
selves to the astablishing and strengih-
ening by the Hnly Books all the verities
which are the object of faith, and those
which fl'w from them; and it i these
Holy B ks, as well as divine tradition,
which they have employed to relnte the
novel inventinna of heretics, to disc iver
the ratenm detre (causs of being), the
explanation and the interdependunce of
Cathalic dogmas.

There is nnthing surprising in that to
him who reflacts on the immense =pace
the Huly Bioks ocoupy among the
gources of divine r2velation, To such a
messnre is this rrue that, withont their
stndy and daily usage, theology could
not be treated in a way approoriate and
wiorthy of sach a seience. No doubt it
is good that young people in the semin-
aries and universities should be triined
to aequaire an understandiag and know-
ledge uf dogmas, and 1hat, starting frem
the articles of faith, they shoul! deduce
their eonsequencos by ratincination, es-
tablished on the rules of tried and eolid
philosophy. All the eame, the eerxious
and instrueted theologian should not
neglest the interpretation of dogmns
brsed on the autherity of the Bible. In
faet, theology draws ite principles from
othersciences, but immediately {rym God
by revelation. Furthermore, it has pot -
reconrge to these scienoes as its superior,
but employs them aa its inferturs and itz -
servants. This method of teaching the
ssered science is inhested and recom:
mended by the prince of theolugians, 3t,
Thomas Aqninas. In adlition, he showed
how the theolngiang famiiiar with the
character of the science he cultivated
counld defend its principles did any one
atteck them. *In reasuning, should the
alversary secord some of the truths
which are transmitted to ue by reveia-
tion, it i through the means of Holy
Writ we should earry on discussion with
heretics, and nse one article of taith
against those who denyanother. On the
eonirary, if the adversary believes in
mothing which is divinely revealed, there
remains no longer to prove to him ar-
ticles of faith by reasoning, but to oap-
sis» his reasonings avainst the faith.

We shonld, then, be solicitous that our
young people march to the combat pro-
perly instranoted im Biblical knowledge,
1n order that they may not frusirate our
legitimate hopes, nur—what would be
mueh more serious—that they thought-
leesly run the risk of falling into error,
led away by the false promises of ration-
alists and the phantom uf & superficial -
erndition. But they will be completely
ready for the struegle if, after the
method which We Qurselves have indi-
eated and prescribed, they ocullivate re-
ligiously &nd profoundly t-e study of
philosophy and theology, under the guid-
ance of 8i.. Thomas Aquinas. Thus they
wil: be oertain to make sure prograss not
merely in Biblical seience but in the do-
nmaln of theulogy oalled nositive.

Oertes, it is much tuat the truth of
Catholic dootrine has been proved, and
that doetrine has been expliined and
elucidated, thanks to the legitimate and
aacomplished interpretation of the
Bible; but there remanins to be estab-
hished another point as important as the
work pecessary to arrive at it is conaid-
erable—that the complete authority of
the Scriptures should he demanstrated
as solidiy as pcesible. This ohj-ot can-
not be obtained in a full and complete
manner except by the proper and ever-
endnring magistery of the OChurch,
which, “by berself, by her admirable
diffusion, her eminent holiness, her in-
exhaustible productliveness of -every
species of gooi, her Catholic unity and
invincible stabi.ity, is a grand and per-
petual motive of credibility and ao irre-
fragible proof of the divine missiun.”

.But ‘since the divine and infallible
magistery.of.the Onnroh reposes on the
authority of Holy Writ, at -least human .
belief in it‘must at thg outeet be affirm-
¢d and revindicated. - From these books,
in fact, as from wiinesses, the most ox-

plied their labors, Althongh, undeniably,;.

perienced of:antiquity, the .divinity and

 mission -of;.the; Gpxist-God, the institu-



