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OuiAPTER X'VIn.-(('nutin urd.)

No iWonder that le hesitated, and tUhat the

glov of slhane iantled his check.
ziispeak out, myll lord, or the conseq1itenccs

of your obstintaeY bc' On you' own heatd," said
the queen.I "We cave resolved to have re-

course to tioe severest niasures to establishi

peace and root up these plots against our gov-

erament. I command you to speak, or Ash-
toa's fate shall be yours ; remnemiber, a jury of
your coustr' bave declared you guilty."

'i"Forgive me, yonr Majesty; if I iltered,
it' as out o compassion for what tiey will
have to suffer."

d Leare that consideration to us, My lord;
.alb reasonablc cleuency will be shown to those
who choose to avail thenselves of it. Give fle
up the naIlnes ut once.''

IIhave tailked on the subject of' t late
king's restoration iith uLord arendon" (the
queen strted, thougli she knew long since

thera iras disaftectioin very ear herself,) " the
Bisiop of Ely, William Pîtenn, and mtaiy othlers
whose naines I will give in to your maîjesty this
nVry day."

I And what know you of this Ashton ?"
'Hi-e mtiade every arrangemxent connuected

with the conspiracy ; arranged the meetings at.
his on house, engag, ed the boat ; le has bce
in the habit of conveying letters to and fro to
St. Germains under assuimed tiunaes."

" And hias any lady been connected with this
coaîpiracy, a young lady," added thei qucen,
(Uwho is warmnly attached to the late queen ?
Can you tell me if suci an ose ihas been iin anty
way worked up with this rising ?"

lrd Preston again hesitated to botrty a
woman, it was against all the rules of gallantry;
but the generally cven-tempered queon uwas
getting exhsperated, and she exclaiied:t

l Speak, sir ; hias Florence O'Neill liad any-
thing to do with this affair, is she privy to it ?"

I met her once at Ashton's bouse, your
Majcsty; but, then. you know, she has known
hita for years. 1He brouglit lier over to Png-
lid, and sie was ta go back to France under
bis protection."

" To the Towr. raltlier." utiitered the en-
ragd ueen. Then turning to Lord Preston,
she said: ''You may go, niy lord; I have
signejd your pardon, and let this aet of iel en-
ry on our part teacli you not to offend tgin;
see that youi i not abuse it.'

The noble lord, vho lad thus basely pur-
oliased his omît forgivenîess by the betrayal or
thosa of whomi lhe hadl imsel' been a wrilling

acoaplice, and by so doiing saved his life, was
profise in his tthanks, and then, bowiug pro-
foundly, left the queei to her own reflections.

"And so it is just us I thought; this dis-
afection is, indecd, videly spread," she iur-
tured. d i My Lord Bishop of Ely, and you,
my Lord Clarendon, uncle or no unole, in the
Toî'er you shltl remain; but we dare not
meddle with others of the nobility of whi oml he
lis proumised to sand in the nanies, but, as tho
k'ing sai!d before ie loft, ire mîîust win thmor
aner by a seeming elamancy to our interests.
As forAstoni, he shall be mcde an example
o, tînd tint iwithin. a day or two. Ic Mill be
the first te suffer capital punishmutent for rising
against us, and lis deathl ivill strike terror inta
others. As for you, ny young inistress Flor-
ence, I will claip you up in the Tower before
ite week is out."

During that morning a letter caneto Flor-
ence froua ber unole, iutimating tthat h was
munchi morse, anid axpressing a wis Litat she
tannediately pay him a visit.

Taking the letter with lier, Florence sought
tie0 queen. The latter bad not long since
citaed the interview witi Lord Preston, but
Was tOO great an adept in tie art of disguising
ter real feeling, to discover iwhîat theoy were,
nd without any difficulty, Florence obtained

Permission to ba absent from the palace during
the day.

Withain an hour of lier leaving Whitchall,
idiere the queen was then staying, slh i td
reachedli er uncle's home It Kenisinagton, and
though distressed te sec him aloking far fron

li, the was, nevertheless, rejoicet! Lat li e
was set as bad! us te tenon ai' his letton bat!
led han te expeet.

TIe chief cause cf his disquiet appeaîred ta
Le bis prolonged! absence frein LIe country.

"< Losing all titis glorious weather for huant-
iag, too," lhe aaid, "mtoored! up bore in this
hreary' place istead! of being ont witih my>
iiounds asnimy fellow-sportsmnea, atnamy money
dragged fromn mae ta a pretty Lune ta hîelp titis
]tchil prince Le carry as his wians ant! buteiher

huseiighbors, whilsat I nover helpot! my goot!
,ate kig ithL c pouand. Aht, Florence, Pion-

ce, 'ties a bat! day for us bath vben Sir
Reginald~ persuaded! me ta came up to titis vile

Here, however, poor Sir Charles caine to a
stop, and made a grimace indicative of severc
pain'

" My dear uncle," said F3ilorence, " what
difference can it mak-e to you whether you are
at Morvillo or near me, you are as vell at-
tended to here, and occasionally I can have the
comfort of seeing you. lBsides, unele," sie
added, trying to repress a sile, "hlow could
you hunt with that gouty leg ?"

"Gout, or no gout, I tell you hat the
place," was the Baraaot's reply. "I vas
dragged up here, 1 now sec, for nothing but to
open1 iy purse to lhelp that boorish, uneouth
Dutch prince, whio only cares for this country
for the oney he can get out of it; anvd who
will draw the nation into nisery and debt
enough before it has donc vith ha. But
serve the people riglt; serve thien riglt," he
continued, with increasing irritation, " they
gat tiir Protestant liberty, they have got
tieir accursed penal laws, vhich they hiated
poor James for tryinmg to put down, and tliey've
,got William and Mary, and the country loaded
with debt into the bargain ; they've got the
lash in the armny and navytt, and all sorts of vil-
lainies besides, and I wish I was a youig mai
igain. I would,"-and bore the oxasperated
Barontet shtook lis stick defiantly la the air-
" I would not leaid the sluggisl life I Jr' led,
but vouldt be one of the first to fight for the
good old stock, By the way," le added, after
a pause, and suddenly bcomiuing iore plae-
ble, "hathli card anything of that untfortunate
feliov, Reginaiil: ; tat descendant of a cross-
eared, puritaniel, canting knave, wiohlias now
becote a roystering Jacobite ?"

c Not a word, dear uncle." said iFlornce;
and dropping lier fair liead on lier uncle's
shoulder, shue gave fre cvent to lier iln îpnt-ulp
feelings by a violent burs.t of toars.

c IIallo, halloa, what means this, mliy poor
child ?", said the old I mian, kissinglier fevetltiy,
as lie spole. "Why, what an (old fool I tan,
to forget shie vas betrothed to the poor falloir.
Come, cieer up, Florence, remelunber the old
sayig, theI darkest hour is nearest the dtwi."

"But uncle, dear," and, as if afraid the very
walls should henr, the girl lowered lier voiet
aiost to a whisper, Ia alm uost in a Mate
of' captivity at the palace ; I lad to get pr-
mission even to sec you. I eitnot hear fromî
any of' those I love, it is ' sile; nor can i
get to themi, and I fea.iuele, poor Aslltonî
las flallen into trouble, for the other niglit I
saw Mrs. Ashton in the grounds btîneath y
window, and she flung a little packet i ny
rooni, in which was written the word ' Dan-
ger !' The queen, too, lias said strînge thig,
t1uestioning ie about hni. so tlaît I tiink- lie
can nevr iave goa off to Fr:mee..

"I Dear child, you can do lia good, the action
was wrong; Mrs. Ashton should not have ctmCe
uear you. Promise ano)d man who lias seen.
nti of the world, that you will not iueddlei
with these ntters. In lis owni good time,
God will lead you out of thii Bbylonri into
pleasanter places. Promise me this, Floronce,"'i
ind as the old man spoke lie stroked lier goldein
hair iwiuit his withered d, staying, as if to
huimself, I How like lier imother tut lhr age;
God rest lier sou]," and then the hand of lte
aged man was raised t make the ioly sigu iOf
redemnption.

" Yes, I wil bo Very careful, uncle dear, and
now tellI me at what hour do you dine ?'

ci At atl hours, at any lioir, my darling;
good Mrs. Walton is so very eareful a nur-se
tiat she is bringing me delicacies all day loing.
What shal I order for you, love ? a fowl and
lhaîm, and a nice pasty ? A iamtper of venison
cane up fronm orville last niglht, and they
tell me IL is in fine condition. But why a'nx-
ious about tha dinner hour, dlid you not say
you could spend the wholo day as you pleased ?"

Florence flushted up a littleat lier uinclc's
question, and replied not w ithout a little hesi-
tation: .

c Yes, unele dear, but I have a cal1 toanke
in Covent Garden, and I get out so raroly
alone, Sec now, I will not be away more than
two or three hours; your carriage can taîko
me back to the palace about aine at niglht, :ad
shall drive me now as far as I arn going. It
is just noon, and if I get back, as I wi, ho-
tween two and three, we have still uany hours
together."

Il Wll, I suppose it must be as you say;
but mind, Florence, take ny advice, b very
prudent in ll your actions;" hero the Bronet

gazed steadfiastly at his niece, as if lie t!doubted
hecr an thtat point, andt thon added i: "nover
forget that you are ut the Court aof Mary, thes
dangkter who lias nat spared! ber own father inu
lier resticss ambition, You' sihe wvould crush
ns a worm beneath lier feet ; bonds as f'air and!
young as thine, mîy lave, have fidletn beneath
the headsman's axe, as you wecll knowr. Such
an end! to you wault! bring thxose who lave you
in sarrow ta thxeir graves."

For a moment Florenuce fattered l i er pur-.
posa ; but anly for tlhat brief periaod of time
dithe Lpicture Lte old uan bat! so graphically
drawn !ead lier ta waver. The next lier ne-
salve was takeon; she was supparted! by' tae
heedlessness sud daring spirit of youth.

Shte was determined! to visit A&shton's wife,.

C1JAPTER XIX.-THE CONDEMNfED CELL.

1 " There is no one on the watch ; so far well,"1
said Florence t hîerself 'as sie stepped intot
ber uncle's carriago, laving ordered one of the
foattmen ta soc that site 'was set damn at ti cor-
tain spot in the Strand, at the saime time sig-
uifying thiat the carriage needi not wait.

la The place is wxofully near to the palace,"C
thought sho, as she stepped out of the carriage
ut the spot site lad naned; anid at that io-
ment observing a couple of' men pass witi a
sedan chair. she without hesitation steiped lin
and drew the curtains elosely ta, harving first
given the diroection to Ashton's liouse.

Tie street in irhichl it was situated wts per-
fectly empty wien she arrivei ut ber dctina-
tion. A heavy winter rainL had begun to fal
and driven to the shelter of their homles al sbw
were not coniplled to be on foot.

The men wlo had carried the chair she d-
siredl ta wait, telling them she would pay tiem '
liberally ifor their Lime and trouble.

The old soervant whnim shie Ihad sen on lier
formaer visits anisvered Lthe dioar. Sie was
bathed in tears, lier viole appearance betoket-
irg excessive grief, whist fron the p:îrtially
open dooro a'ti stail parlor canai fora tht
sound of' sobs an hluentations.

" Is MrS. Ashton within ?",' said Florence, in
a loud voice, remuueibering that this woman iwts
very deaf.

ler voice was recognîizel, the mtnistres of'
the house lierself appeared: lier eyes we re
swollen withi weepig, her hair was di-ordered,
lier liLb: treibled ith excessive gitation.-I
At lir side, elining to the skirt of er dress,
ww; a littlei girl. ]boti the sailie agr a Lord
Prestn hild, buit alas, the noblem's lice
Vas spared ta betray his accoiiplices adt show
up tHie wiidings of the plot, whilst thle iore
humîtîblu-uinded and upriglht A.hton vas te be
made ithe victim to strike terror into te hearts

oU others.
"Peur Mrs. Ashtonwhat is the matter ?'

saiî Florence, 1 a chill striking ta her ]eart,
though sue wsias very fr frotm guessing at the
îrorst. lier fears only poiting tt pre.utt to bo-
trayal and inmprisonnent.

Oh, muiltadai, madam, mny poor husband,
was the only reply ; but the little uirl lookedt
up in the face of Florence and f:tuired out be-
twcen lher sobs:

'fhey are going te kiu'll my poor p
' Gaod Ot, tt !no, Mrs. AAhton, suid

Florence, o 'd nottell me tifs ?I
aIt M!dau,'' suid Mrs. Ashto. cndeavoriniîg

to speak thr'ough lehr sobs, tt.y poor busband
wias arrestud befre lie got out 1' th nyi'er.
By his owirequest. I apprasel yon by the
oily icans in uiy powver of 'our danger. lie
was tried on the 14th, anti Oh î!y G!o, iion
tie umiiug tf ite 2h0thi has the tqtueen decrcI
T im to be widtowed., and y in children left
withaut a father."

It was soietimute before Fiorence couild
speak. To offer comfort ut such niments as
these is worse th:i usebiless; the bLws coning,
too, so suddenly on Florenceha ithe effect of.
for a timîe, throwing lier in a state of bciilder-
ment.

Suddenly site rose fron lier seat.
S I iust sec ay poor friend once more, Mrs.

Ashitoi,' said she.
' What, iatdan, ihat was it you said ?

Ai, no, y >'goot young lady, it inpossible
for you to sec huli. Ashton has been t the
greatest di stress for you anidst lis ovn sor-
roiw, sitco h foiutnd Yeu wre detîuetd at tite
Court of thatt icked wotman. Indeed, iaed,
you must net thinkof iuch a thinr."

" But indeed I shall, Mrs. Ashton, said
Florence. " A chair waits fer nue it dio door
of' your house ; I hlave lile timLte tu)lose, by
tiree I must b bak aL Kensitont

- My dear young lady, if' iil consequences
follow tihis visit, as is ore ithan ilikely, you
ttust take then on yourself. WiIl you pro-
nise that you will tell my dear ill-Ifated lins-
band that I dissuaded you by all the means in
ny power?"

" Certainly, I will, and no where is le
every itosment is of consequence t me

" Stay, mnadam, have a tlitle regtird for your
ovn safety. A thouglit occursl toue; you
have the uvantage of' tme in heiglht, nevertie-
loss, you can wear one of my i>black dresses.
As I ana la mourning, It will be a nice dis-
guise. Let nue go out f ithe blue dre you
wear and tell the mn you want the sedan
chair for tt friend ;thon put ]My veil and cloak

oer the bitck dress, such as I wear wien I
visit my poor husband, lest there should bc
any evil,disposed person near my house, for, I
have no doubt the enuissaries of the queens

ateh it closely. When you can return, you
enn slip as jour aowncres, and! I wvill sec that
a caîrriage be fn readiness by half-past Lwo toe
take you backe to Kensington ; tînt! may Gaod,

ni> dear yaung lady, presorve you1 fromi dan-.
ger." .

As Florence lad purposely' kept her veil
doms since ahe left lier uncle's hanse, LIe ruse
suceeded! wiith Lte mes, and! she estered! her
chair unquestiee,! Mrs. Ashaton bat! desiret!;
thmem La drive ta Lte Oit! Dailey', and! then irait
thtane till aga wantLed.

A de'atbhike.cbhl camne over Floresce 'ihen
site again toek lier seat lu tIe chair~ ;LIe shock

itself had been se sudden, the risk sie was
lierself running of no liglht nature, and, unfor-
tunately, sie had motioned aside the fgliass of
ine Mrs. Ashton h pressed her to ltake, and
nowi felt i want of a restorative. She felt
marvellously as if shte wias about ta fidît, but
by a violent effort rallied, so as ta b able to
continue lier journey.

At lengthl sie rteichie the prison, and giving
lte men a ]handsozmte foe, bidding ithemwait
lier.returs. sie obtained admittance. Never
removing ier vel, and avoring too close a
serutny, as ivell as obtainingi pass by the
mnost easy irway, thsat of' tmoiey, she was the
more retdily mistaken fir Mrs. Ashton, and
passed unîquestionîed, a painfiii senste of' terror
and depression on her main as, ttttended by the.
warden. sie htastenmed tlhrouhL Lithe long narrov
Ste pasasges, througli wbielh the grey diusky
light if the wintor tid>ay seircely penetrated,

At lengt Lithey stoppei at a ilow-arcied door,
simuilar in appear1ce ti m:y they ia passed
by, and u niockmi:g it, th miiian s aid

l N Mrs. Ashton, you must not exceed
ialf ni hour; you vlitie alredy been liare
ante t-iay ; I sliill coime iforà yoiu when thet
uIl luoir i's up.,

lier disguise, then was coumlete; she liad
lot been takeo titiF îtier thtan site whomhe taie

personated.
SEiztbcti, im'y wi'e why lere agaitt ?'

said pour Ashîton, liiiimsel lee'fived. remein-
ber ouîr por ehildrnen, and leav ie, love, tii
the resiginatinii I hav implred o to be-
stow."

I Oi, Aslton. Aslitona, luas it then comte to
such ta pass as this," said Florence, throwiig
aithe longthiek veil wis ihlt lad sceed
lier f'eatus. ' Alt. ts. I iearet you ltî
ln. rott to F c, but iever dreaited of suli
wro ils thlis.''

" Madan, is it possible y are lre ? o hi,
leave me, leave lie; unîe suchi step as this
knowi, nd you iare untionie. My poor Eliza-
both. I sec, has lent you lier tlothes. Oht, mty
Elizabatl, Ltat was iacel iotg,"

" No, Mr. Ashton, it was righit. Your xvife
foand I was obstinate fit nmy wish to see you
once tgait. T woil take no ienial, Ashitoi.
Whit, wil fl y wi thlieyit hear you have
died iih O cause ?',

"l Theiy will say, yoing liady that te vill of
God ras aa ilst uts, dtlhey will try to be re-
stgned. I shPlltprayl 'or nimy dea tmt aster and

uor my beleved mistess ith il ttest breth-t
îlut, dear yoin1g Iti(y, tins is i fit place for
you. I d b1 youI vîntigain t ir-tuni ihomie ti1s
spee'dily as po île-'

Floreice did nlut spak ihr i few' îîaumoments.
Sie sat dow i uon ht LiseIi" truckle blied,
tii!l burymi g ler e'iii li ier ihands, her tars
fii fiast.

Ashton staw th'm tri t tgh her fingers
lie boeld! lier vhlol f n shlooLk by the vin-
lence of lier eutiîtions. Againt li essayed to
atrotuse lier: lier rie nm11anntiuîed hni x it was So
violIn:t, it uas pitiable tio beliold it.

iaîlaam, deari yung ldly" hie said, ii a
whispur, fat' fr ii se, i ir the sake of' tlie mun-
lûrttuiate mtandl d ills bel'ore you, conuiuniaif
yrur feeliugzs, toi leaivt.iis turrible plice. It
will sototlie iy laçst ioments the remeuibrance
of the fl'ionthiii if a l;idy filling the position
youa oceupy, ttd it plnases me tu believe tht
the day will etimu w'eyl u twill be able toitel
tie kirg nd queen tLait I was truc to tiena to
the last, and Liat b ty reaso aIof' iny truth I am
catlled o by tt worild toi sufl'cr. But I is
ever thus, Young lady, yet la a few short luurs
all ivill bu over, thisnîorta:l coil vill be violently
wrestcd away by thel hiads af otliers, and, Oi!
glad thouglit, I saill have put en inunîtorttlity."

Floronce ceased weepng, and i xed fn ad-
mîrmng gaze on tfis nutrtyr of loyalty, as the
non-jurors justly coisried hii.

lis countenance was wan and hiaggard by t i
distress of fit hlie lîad suffered ; bis dUark lair
lhutg m tange lock-s over bis open brow, bis
voice ias haolaoi' and his eyes suikei by t e
tears hlihad shied, not for himself, but flor lis
helpless wifle and children, and the failure of
lte cause fa which hal hd beenuegaga.

But resignation, fortitude, mnagnanirmitX,
heroism there reanained, and the power of the
undyinîg imd survived the wreck of lite shat-
tered nortal ftrame.

I And ow, young lady I have soniethign ta
give you, and also something to ask, as you
have Ionored my disunal ceU with a viait, ta
your own immuiuîent danger. I have here a
copy of a paper I have drawn up to leave in the
bauds of a fnriend. beg yeu to read it, and
whien at lcngtht you revisnt St. Germatins give1 t
ta the koi g. As ta Lhe request, I searce k<now
hew to mak-e IL; it is a boit! ose te ask af so0
young c lady.". .

" Naime IL, my good! Ashton ; if anythisg
Ivithis my paver I w ill gladly comnply wvith it."

' " Yen arc a rieh heiress, madeam ; daro I
ask you If you viil pay for Lte educatios of-
my> little deughîter, Maud-!?".

"~ Rfght gladly, my dear friond!. lIarever,
I pledige mnyself to lier brave and! snffermng
fathor te look ta Maud's weil-being whes LIe
years of ehfildhood shail have passed!; Meut!,
shall be witht me, shahlir he with me.My-
friendi, have na care for her. The boy, teo,
shall not ho ieft nprateeted!, and--your wife, .

t

NO._35.
tiat Elizabeth you lov have you any request
to mîake on lier belutf'?"

"I comnend hier fearles;ly, Madamt, to that
God0 wo chastecethî wh'bon IHe loveth. Eliza-
beth will bond1 ir a time benlth the stroke,
but the same ll-lheling tita ewill bring the
consolation."

" he I returni to St. Germaius, yur
lizabth shiall go titî ie. Have you auglt

næ1r (l eartIhly care pn yoir miiind i
Noi vish remains ungratiled, dearast

Maîdnî ;u nocare save th fiear that cvil vill
befal y<îurself."'

" Gt will pro-teL me rlk , Lie mlf our
lias expired, and tlie w:mlrdeî cmines. Faroweli,
gIIait .ohn As!hton, n lon hmt ll. tnd may
hie CdoI of ail peace support \în.

The Ly turned in th' lookn dnd lorence didi
not di:re look ti Ashlitoi iii. Sie lieard
him sob alond as sh lo'the00 Ceil, andi Ylit the
tears alling thiek :ad a [n r er eil, she
etrav-'d lier teps. ]-ssing t fromiti te trloomîy

P.ison :lek to the e ter nl du vitlhout its
dismah-mites.

or snome tiitne :î'r hie lia il regainel lier
ah ir hr tetrs conne ia lù : thent, re mem -

ieirnnî' te paper Aslhtoi li giron lier, sie
I aetteui it and read as l.iiiiws-.

leing sutd ly cilt tii viiti up my tie-
cuunts ta the Searuiir <i l' loim;r[s, [ tinkt it a

uy i îbet on tin Iltounprt soie things
w hid dtbcr lia la iquity nor itoterests ou

les will I oçtu'i , wilingiy bear
th înbliutiot mi, thLi l, not fit to be

tîî'ivil i tue shirti 5<r.
-Soî i ime ftiler thliei Pin' 'f1 rilange arrived

hure, e t W x t ili: , actinLtol
ea

M., ovail ceintat io), ai t] tio i'king'letton ta [lic
Conuniin, ait e1Xact s : 1Mb oit 'ttîury wts ta
it Ya ruetw al l titi lîrîl atil LieJPrince or
)Y:L] t lîti N ý«iVU sitlik2l il' 1 t] È W le mtter
drawîî xiî, tîndto! ie, pUit'lus Lîtat vwere liait

royal i iiginess' legitituaey; htt noc pslublic
-eniniin biein over l:i,:mîi titi violence ot
di te tims, as wel Is inîtereot 1A, te present
governtinent, no teritting 1 .lly pîvato to
maove in it, these >ptris h: er since bai
by.

Il glut It b'iîein' nw tuLIItglht : ilvisable by see
to hîave tlheii printed, ard; as t hy were at frst
designl, :dr.scd to the lintis teand Coi-
lins endtri vit themt i iuire into tlat
veLlty airit, atl ta cal ihward, examine,
and protect, flir loi is, dar's to appear, tho
uiy itunss la . rvai prticuirs there-
in aùixed! to bwl' lit:ily provedl I wats oardered to
carry thitese ar to h1 e kii lilmyIaster, for
his ins[etin, t his l'ae ni u approbttion
illiglit wo aliîî o tii i' i'ah' t''-bis good sub-
jects ilr, tni [I't 1)ybei tikin'it ve, witi
soie otier1 Pal f a'înt t smal] trunk,
amongst my --:n iln< thevr private things of
our 1 esentt vernors.

. -hcy ' eir irldcu of tiem as
Sieie t ait ii rmL yet ia:ve I justrenson to

bt-lieve my reîtest erimies were contamied
tlterein,''

iIi ralus dotument, Flornea, con-
ctiet L la itrbosor , visely resolving to con-

ig Lta itire orît' . Ahiton whilst she
coit;îa u a r'e'idut ta tLe curt.

Oit ler uîrr v.]:a th litIose .swe speedily
iangred lir and toit Ilt 'dttsud as te

iitttrvuii' iwi:i2liEe fei. t aticd Ut t le
had seen ier hsbantd, .- so tlht she was to take
what steps sie leasd with regîrd to lier ohil-
dre, for the expenses f vhose education sie
vould make horself chargeable andl rcquested
lier when $1he lhad atny coi'iuîieation to make,
to convey It Lo hter thîroughIm the nieans of lier
unele.

Amidst maniy toars and the w ivarmest expros.
sion of' thanks, Fiorece then let the bouse in
a coacli wich Mrs.ie AsLton iad provided for
lier use. It was just threc O'elok when she
re-enltered lier une's chiama ber.

She was paie, tearful, dispirited; how could
it he otherwise'e

The only circumutanee in the whole sud
affair that elicoredit ber up ias the knowledgo
that she had be tible tao ni act ofcharity,
and thereby to soothe poor Ashton's st houris.

It was impossible, however, to deocive her
unole. He Jhtnled lier a glass of wine. She
tlankfully acepted it, but lier liand shoek as
she held the glass, antd bien setting ib down un-
taste, she burst into teurs.

" Florence, îny child, what is the matter'?"
saitd tho oldD man, mach alarmed. " You are
faint and il!; you have 'waited tacolong for your
food!, I wiiulrer refreshamonts immeodiately
I haro louged! so ta see you back. I have been
wislung I couldl get you haro ta live with me,
bat 'without the chance of giving affenco in highi
qLuarters; it cannot ho doue, however."

" Oh> thîat I gould I Oh, thiat I could 1'" sad
Florence, passionately, wringing hor hxande.

." But whtaL lias happenet! to distress jou se.
since yen lef t mie this morning ?" enquired! her-
un cle.

" Oh, uncle, Ashton is t o boexeauted at the
Oit! Bailey the day after to-marrow, eund E
knewr notbing of it ti I called on his wretched
wife."

"But I dit!, muy ehild, and I bid it from you
purposely. But,.my love, did you not tel] me

•?apers left by Ashton ini Ihe cars of a friand.


