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MEDH URST'S C H I N A f
Any information of the immenîsely extensive and populous

territory of China is inîteresting ta the christian and the philan-

thropist. IIitherto it lias been thought impenetrable, its language
impracticable, and continueid separation from the great mass of

mankkid inevitable, and o the nature of a providential decree:
nnw it seemîs that properly qualified persans, acting judiciously1

may enter it; the language of thie country is attainable; and the!

efforts ofchristian benevolence, though coercion could do nothing,

and commerce next ta nothing, are likely ta bring it into benefi-1

cial contact witli the human race. Fron Mr. Medhurst's very
valuable work, and which we are happy ta find is for sale at Mr.

C. HJ. Belcher's, we shall give under their proper heads as many

extracts as our pages will allow. It may be well to mention that

the worlc i written and published in aid of the cause of missions,

and the diTusion of the Gospel in China.

CULTIVATION' OF cIHINA.

Ta the fertility ofthe soil, we mny add the consideration that à

jq very extensively culiivated. China contains, as has been he-

fore observed, 830,719,360 English acres ; and if we allow one-

third of this area for hills, rivers, marshes, and vaste lands, we
shall have 553,812,906 acres for cultivable land. In ascertaining
this, however, we are not lcft to conjecture ; as there existasa re-

port made t the Emperor Keen-lung, in the year 1745, of the

amount of land then under cultivation according ta w ac it ap-

pears, that reclkoning the land belonging ta individuals with that

in the possession of the Tartar standards, the military, the priests,
and the literary, there ivere at that Lime 595,598,22lEnglish acres

under cultivation ; since whichl period, a new estimate lias given

640,579,381 Englisi acres, ns the total extent oroccupied land in

China. Thus it appears Uat more than three-fourths of the sur-

face are owned and tilled by man ; allowing, according to the

highest census, nearly one acre and ilree quarters ta each indivi-
dual. The greatest part of this area is laid out exclusively in
«rahit lan, and devoted ta the production of food for man alone.
In China, the natives inalke no use of butter or cheese, and very
seldoni of miilc ; th principal animal food is pork, which is gene-

rally lhome-fed ; they have few horses for travelling, pomp, or
war ; and the oply catle they lceep are such as are needed in hus-

handry :lience, there are no grazing farms, no meadows, and
very little pasture ; while every acre ofground, capable of culti-

vation, is turied up hy the spade or tie plough in order ta affordt

*ustenance for the teeming inhabitants. The few beasts ofburdenor
of-draught whici lithey keep. are ehlier, tethered ta a string by the
aide of the' rond, or turned oUt ta grazeon the hiils ; wlile they
are suppliod by niglht with a little stray or bean-stalks, wvhich is

cao their principal food during the wiinter. A common is quite

unusual throughout the Eastern halI of China ; while parks and

pleusure-grounds tira proportionably scarce as the anxiety ta satis-

fy the appetite prevails over the desire of amusement.

ECONOMICS OF DREsS AND ROO31S. certain ideas, in all parts ofthe country, but the saine stylets used.

In their dress, the Chinese are alike anxious to economize the 'The disposal of the characters, as well as the characters them-

soi. Barrow says, that " an acre of cotton will clothe two or selves, is according to one unihorni method ; so that a porson able

three hundred persons;" and as cotton can bc planted between the' to write weIl,in Chinese, no matter vhat may be his native dialect,

rice crops, and thus vary the productions and relieve the soil, thei is intelligible to the remotest borders of the empire. Yea, .éven

Chinese prefer such clothing as they can raise at the least expense beyond the limits of Chinese rule, the Chinese character and style

orground and labour. Were the hundreds of millions of Chinaiare understoaud, and throughout Cochin-China, Cores, and Japan

to bc clothed in woollens, an immense tract ofgrazing land would the same mode of writiga is current and legible. Thus a book

be required, which would deduct materially from the area de-. once composed in the customary Chinese style, if intelligible to une

voted to food, and greatly exceed whîjat the Chinese could afford. learned man, would be intelligible to ail ; and might travel among

In tiheir dwelings, likewise, they are particularly frugal of room : the hundreds of millions inhabiting south-eastern Asia, cormmuni-

living together in a very small compass, and crowding into close->cating intelligence throughout the whole region. What a stimulus

ly-built cities, as though ground with them were an object of great1 does this afford to an active and energetic mmd, while engaged

moment. A room twenty feet square vould afford sufficient space[ l studying the Chinese language, or inditing a book for their n-

for a dozen peopie to eat, drink, work, trade, and sleep hil struction, that-lie is doing what may be available to the benefit of

the streets of their towns and cities are so narrow thatit is quite Isa inany millions, and that to the latest generation ! Such a book

possible to touch each side of the way with the hand as you pass needs only to bc multiplied and circulated, without unlecrgoing

[along. Now.ifwe compare this fragality with the extravagance of the slightest alteration in order to enliglten and edify one-third of
.". . "M ithe huinan race.European nations ma-regard t rooam,-Iivinig on beef and muttoi

and wearing woollen clothes,-we inay easily sec that the ground EXTRAoRDINARY MEMORIEs OF CHINESE SCHOLARs,

which would sustain one Englishman would be sufficient for the The first business ofa Chinese student, is, to commit the whole
support of three or four Chinese. Amongst such a selfish and of these books and classics [of Confucitis and his disiples] ta
sensual people so much economy would not bc observed dia not memory, without which he cannot have the least chance of suc-
stern necessity compel ; and vhat greater necessity can exist than ceeding. The textof these nine workse eqiual in bulk to the
the difliculty of sustaining a crowded population from a coutracted NewTestament ; and it is not hàzardi to i&c ta say that,
eau? were every copy annihilated to-day, there areà amillion ofpeople

DIALOGUE WITH A coNFUAN. who would restorethe whole to ihoroW. Havîngbeencomposed

At length, sntening down, lie said, "I see, Sir, that your anx-
iety ta instruct the Chimese originates iii a kind intention ; but
your books are filled with a few canning remarks on an abstruse
subject, mixed up with nuch that is unfounded. Our ancient
philosophers taught the doctrine ofilial piety, but left the myste-
rious subject of spiritual beings alone, as not intinately connected
with tUe happiness i Uthe people. In your books, every expres-
sion tends to this point ; while the duties of ite human relations
are seldom referred to. This is neglecting the important and
caring about the insignificant. Confucius cautioned men against
paying too much attention ta religious ceremonies, and forbade
their flattering the gods te procure protection ; but if ignorant peo-
ple will busy themselves in begging for blessings, they only squan-
der their own time and moiey and do no harm la others ; why
then trouble une's-self about them? The religious pracices of
men are as various as their nmads ; let every one follow his own
inclinations, and not interfore with others."

Finding us determined, lie left us, when another began.. 'You
speak of this Jesus as a Saviour ; pray whom does lie save V'

Alvl whio believ,"' we replied. He resumed You talk ofthe
orgiveess ofsins ; shali I obtain the forgivenass of sins by read-

ing tiis book ?" "' Ifyou follow its directions, and believe in the
boly Saviour, you will." " IWhat will this Savour bestow on
those who trust in im '1-?" "He will talke thet to leaven."

at very early period, and somewhat -mutilated l ithe time o(

Che IHwanîg te, it necessarily follows, that there are several in-
distinct passages, unintelligible to thepeople of the present day,

Hence commentaries have been found necessary, and a very cele-

brated writer, vho flourished about the twelfth century, called

Clhou-foa-tsze, has composed an extensive exposition of the
whole. This commentary is likewise~committed to mernory by
the student, and his mind must be ihmiliar ivith whatever has been
written on the subject. Tte number and variety of explanatory

works, designed to elucidate the Chinese classies, show in what

estimation these'writings are lheld, and vhat an extensive in-

fluence they exert over the mind of China A Chinese 'author

says, that the expositors of the four books are more than one tbous,
and lu number. The style and sentimient of al tli emoderns is

greatly conformed to this ancient model, anttIb e.says and ex-

hortations of the present day, chiefly reiterato t te sentamon s 

O eir great master, and an incégnt ringtgfChe cag.on
the five constant virtus, andthe ve hman reliions which

forin' the basis of maral philosophyla hin a;EverïB'eddhist -

priests, and the followers Of Taou, teacIrPdeirdiscip she bdoks
of Confucus, and nothing il looked uponae:learnfpg, m China,.

which does not enanate from this adthorised ad infallible source.

EX TENT AND VALUE OF EDUCATION IN CHINA.

NDUsrRY yO TiFE CIHINESE. "lhave you believed ?' " I hope I have." "ilas he taken yo I tenumberaUindivîduais acquaintcd wîth lettersina Utna î
The industry and skill of the Chinese, striving ta produce as]to h ? aimazingly great. One-lialf oh the male population are able ta read,

iany ofthIe iecessaries of lie as possible, would also argue a .e .vhile sume mount the "cloudy ladder" of literary fanie, and far0have to wvait dtl death for all this : give mie present enjoymnent;
dense population, ever struggling against threatening want, and t who cares what will happen after death, whien consciousness cea- exceed their companions. The general prevalence ofleang i

coipelled ta exert tiemselves for their daily bread. In tropical ,, China mnay be ascribed ta thesystenm pnrsued at the literary exami-
clinates, wlhere the ground is fertile and the population scanty, Sl ned uwî>. nations, by which none are admîîitted to office but those who have
the natives tind that by a few months' labour they can produce OPPOSITE RELIGIONS OF THE CHINESE. passed the ordeal with success, while each individual is allowed
suflicient food for a whole year's consutnption, and are therefore It is very singular, that China should have given birth, at the te try hie akilla tUe public tuait. IValth, patroage, fienda, or
indisposed to exert tieiselves furdier. But in China, the inhabi- sane tine, ta two remairkable ien, differing essentially in their faveur, are ai no'avail lu procuring advancemenî: whlc talent,
tants are incessantly employed ; and every individualis obliged doctrines and views, each the founder ofha systeni of religion and ment, diligence, and perseverance, even la tUe pooreet aùd hua-
ta be busy in contributing his quota ta the common weal. Every atorals which ns overspread and divided China, fromn their daysbled individual, arealmost sure oh Heirapprapriate reiard. This
one in theleast acquainltei with the iianners of the Chinese, ta Ite present Lipne. These individuals have been already referr- is their priaciple, aad their practice dues-sol maclivary front.
knows tîat they are untiring in ltheir exertions ta maintain thein- .ed ta ; viz., Confucius and Laou-tsze, and their interview witiiThe>'have n praverb, tUaIl" wbile rayalty' luhereditary, ofice le

seto try his skillsinfthetpubbisihall Wfalthcpltronageefriendsoor

bee dfies tebusuencverorecfrded.oThouge nthe>vseani ohaven aaiprespect not ;" and t 'e plan adopveda the pubhicexaninaticns ile talIla,
particularl active, raisiiit"twa crope fraîn tUe groaîd ever>myeer, for caiititer,dyei ,rhe>'rdoa envnt appear ta have ctahbind or tration oint.

extenditîg their cultivutiion la ever> possiLle direction, and biagD- caiesced la the plans hie>' laid down for the instruction ofbposterl- e TH THREE RELIGIO S OF CHINA.

ing thisMtheiriprincipleiandstheiripractic, doesrnot much varyifromait.

ing lt mostunpromising spots into ise, in order that noting ia> y. Of Confucius it is said, that lie never spoke of the strange On reviewing the three systems, we hfd that Confucius taught
be lo. Their skill in effecting ttese abjects is un, cansidengand marvellous, and sought ta fix men's attention on the duties of his disciples nothing definite concerning God or the future world
thteir hewv advantages, contemîptible. rrhey thiorougly> understand thec hunman relations ; while tUe other incuîcated a contemipt for Jhis scheme ai cosmogany' le irratianal and unsatisfactory ; and bis
tUe inmportanîce aif;'orying tUe ernuis ; tUe;' tcnaw pcnhecthy wtv elt wrwgeîesi ctl fcsooyi rainladustsatr n

tUe cem ons an d o- ilsn adaptecd for certain productions ; and wordl i ea nssad domesic appiess-pl ci g th chiefgood c mpliance with the common superstitions, inconsistent aid time-
the> areasfu st> soil a apte d î ortce ta prodcti ons tU gr and inl metl ab tsci nad professing to dent nucht with the spirit- serving. T he doctors aof eternialreason makes use ah some ex--
they re luly seunsibets ofte mprtit.A aner f manucm tis gron .al Thte aon erred lu being too sceptical, a thie other pressions respectig an underived nd alI-pervading principle;
irs sottder bi foom t os Hierti. oh s r in'in beingtoo supersîitious ; yet they have both retained their hold but they have mixed up sa much superstitions nonsense with their

firt otimhi fnt n heshoesorChina. Aiot v yindivim-,t
dual niet with la the paths and fields is provided with a baset now tisay, aihic syste is most prevalent throug liout the em- usyste, and are suc gfros tidohatersu practice, tht sve muet

and a rake ; and overy evening the cottager brings hane a certain ire. lron thegaiBa , mpert'am the piesphiugsect
quantity tandd ta lhemaesthîeap,whiclh is a mnostiportatappend- EXTENSIVE USE OF TEE CHINEsE CHARACTERs. tatkcabaut theretributions hafuturelihe, and profeeseeto manifest

age to every dwelling. -aving but feiw sieep and catle, they are

obliged to mniake the Most of the stercoraceous stck of itien and But the Chinese are not only living under one forn io despotic much compassion, yet in denying a first principle, and a last end

swine. This is carefully collected, and actually sold nt so mulch par rule ; they possess, likewise, one universal language and litera- in contradicting the existence ofan everlasting God, and eternal

pound ; while whiole strings of city scavengers inay beseoi clieri- ture. It iS a rearkablé fact, that, notwithstanding the spoken retribution ; lu deriving ail things fromn nothing, and l nmaking ail

ly pasling iîiiu>thea country even>' successive îîoraing wii:heir dialects of each province and county vary s0 materially that the thinîgs revert to nihility again, as the essence of being and the

ciivie c u ; theolfcturynerves oathe le ICIiuese of different districts are absolutel unintelligible to each summit of biss ; bas deluded the inhabitants of China still more

interested passengtrs.Every other substnce likely toanswerothler, yet the written nedium of the whole empire is esily un- than their indigenous systems, and left them to the b acness of

the cnd is aniously collected and carefuilly disposed, sa as to derstoodi by ail ; and writing, instead of speaking, constitues the darkness for ever.

provide for future exige.cies ; such as decîved animal and tege-Iiunivera nethod of exclhanging ideas. The Chinese written lan- lu is very remarkable, however, that all the sects i China ac-

table matter. HIe swe-ping af streets, the mud of canals, burnt guage, being symbolical, and the sane symbols being used to de-. knowledge a Trinity The Confacians speak of tUe three poi-

hoanes, lime ; and, what is not littl i singular, the short, stumpy signaLe certain significations, whatever saunds be attachmed ta the 1ers of nature-heaven earth, and man ; the Taouists have soma

. character, each instructed persan readily understands a book, jreference to the "' three pure ones," who combine lu themselves

industriously gatercd up, and sold for inanure thrtugoltat the thougli lie may use a differentdialect froi the writer. It is re- the essence ofeternal reason ; and the Bcddhists speak of the

miir. .iarkable, further, that not only are the sane signs enployed for' ii«three precions oqes ¡" namely, the past, present, and futura
emnip.-re.= 1


