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MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE.
The following OrEnNING ApprEss was delivered before the.,
Mechanics® Institute, by Joseen Howe, Esqr. at the commence-
ment of the Winter Course, and is published in compliance with a
vote passed by the body :
{Continued from p. 863.] |
While to the young who hear me, then, I would say, make the
most of the season of youth, and of the golden opportunities
which-many of your fathers were denied—to those who have ar- ]
rived at manhood Iw ould also say, funcy yourselves still at school; |
‘—"we what hours you can spare to this cheap seminary, whu.h|]
does not interfere with your other occupations—and fear not tlm
reading, reflection, conversation, or even writing, on any subject
within the wide range by which maii’s powers and enjoyments are
bonnded, is a profligate waste of leisure, or a presumptuous inva-
sion of the rights of any other class. To the spirit of restlessness !
wnder the restraints which are imposed by a life of labour—to the
mischievous ambition, which too ofien tempts persons who lack in-

|
dnstry to succeed in the honest occupations to which they havej]
|

been bred, lo rush into other. prolessions, or cast abont for some
lazy road to wealth and eminence, we should offer no foed. e
geek not to withdraw the Mechanic from his workshep, but to!
miake him more intellizent while he is there, and to multiply his
sources of rationa} enjoyment when he returns to the bosom of his
family. The false pride which regards idleness as a privilege, and
mechanical pursuits with contempt, it is not our wish to encou-
rage; but the noble self-confidence, and manly independence, which
the habit of providing for our own wants and those of our friends
—exercising to the highest pitch of exertion the bodily and mental
p‘o'v:ers, and depending vpon our own resources in every untried
scenc or unexpeeted difficulty—this is the kind of pride which it
has been our obiect to foster, which it should still be our aim on sl
occasxons lo arouse.

And why sliould not Mechanies, as a class, ﬁ,cl pnde in'them- i},
selves, and in the noble-pursuits to which Providence has devoted
their lives? The profession of Arms has ever been, and still is,
regarded with a degree of admiration, approaching to idelatry—
and yet, the triumphs of the soldier, where are they ? Excepta
limited pumber, and those often won by an undisciplined peasant-
ry struggling for freedom, how few fields aré worth remembering,
how few battles have produced any permaneat advantage to inan-
kind ! Of all the intrigies of statesmen, how little can now be
traced, in the countries which their diplomacy puzzled or embroil-
ed ? Dut the triumphs of the Mechanic are every where—the no-
ble Bbip that eircumnavigates the globe, from the solid keel that
ploughs the waves to the pennant that flatters in the-breeze, is the
magnificent work of his hand ; the Chain Bridge that unites two
islands, and beneath which the proud ship sails, while an army is
marching overhead, has been fashioned and reared and sustained
by him ; and that still more extraordinary bridge, by which oceans

are spanned and continents united, the Steam Boat, is flung upon|]

the mighty waves, to dare their violence and baflle their strength,
by the swarthy artizan ; the Railroad, that annihilates time and
space—the Compass that guides the mariner across the waves—the
strong Anchor that enables him to ride out the storm, and the
Beacon which points (o the destined haven—these are the daily
and hourly contributions of the Mechanic to the common stock of
the world’s means of security and enjoyment. The Astronomer
cannot gaze into the heavens, or the Geologist penetrate into the
bowels of the earth, without his aid ; he renews the fading sight of
the aged by a simple instrumeat, and scattors from the Press the
elemeuts of all knowledge among the young,

Those who attempt to look down on the men who do these
things, must be sadly deficient in understandm ;. “mf _those who,
belonging to this class, are not proud of its fellow.e,lupa. its station
in the f'enelal scale, its knowledge, cap’\bllmea and” influence, not-
withstanding the sncers of such snmp]c;ons must fall far below the
proper standard of moral courage and trué dignity of soul. Among
the Mechanics of this town, the Institute has done much to excite
and keep alive those feelings of honest ‘pride and selfreliance,
without which the objects we seek to secure could never be obtain-
ed. The old prejudice which tangh that Mechanics were an infe-
rior order of beings, is fust fading away, nnd giving Tise to more
correct opinjons, among ourselves and 'unonu our families, For
wmy ownpart, I never could see any rgason wh) a Mcchanic should
ot be & Gentleman, in every ﬂnnrv—-m mind and manners—in in-
te!hcrence, and taste, and reﬁnement--—m a high sense of honour,
“and an enlarged activity of mtellect,--lackm«r only what meny re-
regard as the necessar) suppons 10 the chiaragter, tlio pnvx!eucs of
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‘idlencss, a costliness of attire, and a lavish expenditurc upon the
vanitics and frivolities of [ife,

If this view be sustained, and I believe it will by the male
members of this Institute, and throngh them, become impressed
upon the minds of their fellow workwen, apprentices and friends,
the time is not far distant when the Halifix Mechanics will take a
much higher stand as a class, and when to be known as one, will
.be a recommendation to a man wherever he shall remove. That
ywe shall have the aid of the femule part of our population, most
[ desply intercsted i in the matter---as we have alw ays had, in every

tep of our progress, I confidently expect. A Mechanic’s wife
leannot fiil to be keenly alive to the characler, and repntation, and
influence, of the order to which her husband belongs.  IHer range

lof duties are of the most important and sacred character---it is her’s
| . .
‘to assist und encourage the man to whom she has linked her dcs-

tmy, during bis hours of labour, or inthe intervals of- toil
'soothe him in times of sickness and anxiety, to calm his ﬂuttel ed
‘spirits, and fix his wavering thoughts, d uring thosc severe trials
and privations, to which all men having 1« competence te carn, are
necessarily subjected. It is her’s also, amd for ler own suke this
pomon of her duties should not be neglected, to embellish and
ddOI n liis dywelling with the evidences and ghe results of a caltivated
taste,~-aye, cven (o adorn her person with the graceful neatness,
Lwhich shail attract and delight his eye, without wasting his sub-
‘stance ; but, above all, it should Le her studious care to make his
‘home attractive, to make hiin feel that it is 8 sanctuary from the
cares, and perplexities, and foibles of life-—-a scene in which ra-
tional improvement and agreeable recrealion are to repair the waste
of the body and the exhaustion of the animal spirits ; and from
which the mind is to emerge, slrengthemd tcfreshed and enlarged,
to perforn, with renewed:vigour and added mtelhueucc the hum-
ble perliaps, butthe manly and -important duties of - life.  There
'may be those who believe, thata floweraua Mechanie’s window,
'a garden in the rear of lis dwelling--a yoem.or a tole’ read to him

by his fireside---a book put into his hand at mwht—-—m an oirsung
or evea played to him after his evoning,uedl, must.necessazily re-
lax his muscles or unnerve his arm : but I entertain a different be-
lief, and know that there are many here who huve tried the expe-
riment, and yet ave of the same opinion,

1f these little embellishinents of laborio us life werc more regard-

ed, the distunce which scems to divide the Mechanic from some
other classes of society would he mateiially diminished, and our
children (a cowmmon practice in Nova Scotia) find less temptation
to undervalue and desert the honourable cecupations inwhich they
have been reared. If Mechanics are regarded, and above allif
they regard themselves, as beings whose energies, unaided aud
unculiivated by science, are to be wasted in merely manual lubounr
and sensual enjoyment---if to toil with & vacant mind, and indulge
the animal passions, in a home wlere no altempts are made to cul-
tivate the ;mind, and few appeals are made to the better feelings,
be their only aim, their sens will, if natare has given them better
capacitics, or accident has created lLekler tastes, probably for-
sake the business which it has cost yeors to establish, and their
daughters will hesitate at marrying into o class whose homes have
$o few attractions. This should net, it need not be. To combine
with the greatest amount of labour, atlention to business, and cco-
nomy, the widest range of intellectual pursuits, and a refined en-
joyment of the social pleasures, should be our aim ; ‘and let us ne-
ver be deterred from doing thds, by any sneer from those who fan-
cy-that all the lubour of life should be left:to us, and all the enjoy-
ment of it to them. A Mechanic’s children, iff they think aright,
need ngver.be ashamed of their origin, or of their station : they
belong to a class.whodaybusiness it is to create, and not to.destroy--
to multiply the sounrces of human cnjoymient, not of haunan mise-
ry,<--and who hgve’ filled the world with macvels, in conception
often outrunning the” &xaggerations of poetry, and rivalling the mi-
nute arrangement.and wonderful. accuracy of nature. ~ A- Mocha-
ni¢’s children, if properly tavght, will, while they. reject with scorn
the idea, come from swhat quarter it may., that they:are forbidden
to break through the boundarics of taste, of lo.aspire té éminence
in any dgpartment of science, or art, or letters, which they may
choose—or to, dare the highest flights of. social or. political ambi-
tion, if nature has given them the talents to ensure suécesy, will
nevergheless regard with the highest respect; and honour with the
highest exergipn, tie useful occupations of their parents, and fol-
low them in a spirit of cheerful industry, unconscious of disgrace.
In doing so;. they will ever meet encouragement here ; and in this
Institute, while 1hey are taught-the principles by which labour isto
be saved, they will never be encouraged o indulge in frivolities for
which it must be abandoned.
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Among the means by which it has occurred to me that the ob-
jects we have in view'might be still farther earried out, are :

cs to which they have been bred.  These might enmbrace the ge-
neral history of a particular trade, an exhibition of some of its first
rude results, an exposuro of the errors by which its advanccmt‘m_t-v
was retarded; and biogrnphical notices of the individuals who have
been its greatest improvers, ornaments or patrous.  T'he scientific
principles upon which it is founded, or the application of which, to
some extent, is advisable, might also be expluined.  An historical
sketeh of its introduction and progress in this country, mmht then
be given---showing the extent to which it. furnishes an article of
export, or of domestic consumption, and the bearing of coloial
and imperial legislation upon its present condition, or its,,furthcr
growti and extension,

triotic members of particular trades, or by a combination of those
interested in their welfare, to be awarded as prizes to Apprentices,
for the most perfect evidenco of skill and dexterity in the smcrnl

it charge by the officers of the Institute—the.award to be mada by
the best judges of the article—thio prize to be publicly presented,
and worn for one year only, unless won a second time by the same
individaal ; Dbat to be returned, to form the subjécl of a renewed
contest, at the close of every year.

and to ensure a punctual attendance throughout the course. It
may be said that every body. knows. that the. Instilute is in exist-
ence, and that they ounght to join it without solicitation. This may
be truc enough, but some allowance shou)d be made for the idle-
ness, parsimony, carelossness, or. indifference, to wlnch we aro all
more or less prone.  Some have.not joined tho Institite becaunse:
absurd prejudice, or received an crroneous impression, as to its
character and objecis.  We should not be too proud to leave lho
former wuhout excuse, or to dhabuse the latter 5 and if ench mem-
ber were but to make oue convert, or add one frlend our Jiats
would be enlarged, and our funds made applicable to the further-
ance of muny subsidiary objects which we cannot at prescnt’ em-
brace. A constant attendance is alse of some conscquence ; and
alibough 1 feel thut my own example of late has not entitled me to
gay much on this subject, yet I cannot bul. observe, that, asa full
house has an enlivening and stimulating ‘elfect upon an acter, so is
a lecturer cheered by the sight of a crowded audience ; while others -
are témpted to come forward, or put forth their highest powers,
by a cousciousness of the nuinbers who are to, listen and to judge.

country are freely admitted ; and this- might-be posted up in the
houses wherc counlry pcople most frqqucnt As the Leglslnturo

return to persons from the other counties ; and tho moro that
coing, the more rapid will be llm rise of> similar institutions in all”
the smaller towns. Slick, when lie got a clock into a house, was
certain that the family would ot let it out ; and wl)en we once get
« man jn here, we muy be sure he will come again, or never rest |
satisfied till he has got an Institute of his own,
A fouith suggestion has for its object the enlargement rather of
the Museum than of the Institute. It-is growing fust, but the ques-
tion occurs, may it not grow faster ?* 'Suppose that-ezch member
of the Instituto were to.consider it oblwatm-y upon “him, to present
onc article every year; and, when 10’ othiér curiosity came in his
way, were to order a bird, at liis’ ovwn enpensc from Mr. Downs,
nobody would feel the cost-of the contribution ; and yet, ina year
or two, we should have, ‘hesides. a variely of other attractive ob-
jects, an ornithological collection qullc equal, if not superior, to
that formerly gathered, by the exertions of a single family, at Pie-’
tou. It has occurred to me, also, thatif the simple words, ¢ Re-"~
member the Institute,”’ were posted up in the cabin of every ves-
acl sailing out of Halifax, they would be the means of largely in-’

' ?

pr

creasing our stores,

riosities they might put into a locker ; but their cyes resting conti--
nually on “* Remember the Institute’'—recalling the scenes, and
thoughts, and wants, of their native land, they would bring us ma-
ny things which are now forgotten ; and merchants and consignees -
visiting them on board ther ships, and seeing the inscription, '
would often make them presents of which we should reap the ad-
]vuntaée. (To be concluded in pext number.)

I1st. Occasionul Lectures from Meclianics, on the several branch- -

2d. Might not Medals be presented to the Institute, cnther Dy pa~-

branches to which they are attached. These medals might bo held

3d. By personal eflorts to extend the number. of our members, -

they bave not been asked—or because they have imbibed some

Captoins and passengers and supercarzoes
have so much to do, and so  many things to think of, when they -
arrive at foreign ports, that they seldom think how many chieap cu- -
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It might be as well, also, il nolice were. given in the newspapers, "
at the commencement of every course, that strangers’ ﬁorh the -

gives us an annual grant, it is but right that 3 we should make eome -
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