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stroying the good whiich is intended. The doe-
trinus and articles of belif held by our Church
are pin as well known or understood by the
najority of the liity as they should be; and it

coîîld hiardly be denied that the average Roman-
!yt Lyman, or the average Noneonformist,

would bc able t gve far more suctcit ne-
counit of the tenets held by the religious body
te wib he belugs 'than the averacge Chureli
f England hcylnan ils able 1m do. At flic sane
tihe, the Sunday services are not the inost suit-
aible opportunities for doetrinal instruction.
The congregation is composed f' may diverse
ani difering elements, icliding mlin and
women of' every school Of religions tholight, and

ofnen those who havLlei o ne religious belief
cil all. Coiseqiietitly, a doctrinal sermon will

ave tI e elffect of alieniating those wîho lave
strong religious convictions coinciding with the
Opposite point of' viev to that from whiclh the

pareher approachtes his suljeut, while strong
mie wvill bu oftred [o a irge number who,

being children in spiritual things, require to bu
Ied wi.lh miik.

The erieigy cainot do more wisely than to
si udy and copy the exaiple u of' te Lord Jesus
Christ as set torth in His Sermn cmn the Mount,

aimi lis other discourses. Let every preacher
dteriiiice t lita lie will, with the Iivine hlp,

iieseLt iIo his liearers Ilte fiihidaintilcal irtitlis
oit the Christiai fitl : lite Incantation, our Re-
deîmption by Christ's sacrilice, the glories of
the Resirrcution. The esscntia idoctriies of
the Saentients, the Priesthood, Coni fi rmnai ion,

ai th le lilie, should nlot be ignored, bUt shouiki
ritr h te ight Iforwani as the superstrîte-

lire of the Christian editiec, whiieh cai only bc
crled whe thilime ouwition has beenî laid.

1 The charge ofbeing doi criniaire is levelled
against iuimiy preatiers. Ity "doctrini 1
inea tiw atteni p to eînrce idecas and theories
In special suIjeets witlhout iav%-iig masteretI all
tle preinises. This is a fivouritl e error camoeng

c lijunicr lergy wceni tey touch îupoi suceh
topius as the labicmrc' qucîe. lion, or the relation Of
scinte to religion. Mnty of us remember the
iti'alcable Imr which was wrought by the
altitude oif the miajority of te clergy îowards
sucient1ific research liii'ly years aigo. The tun-

d.un of the pmrset dcay is in ihe opposite dirce-
tion, 'uid cerain preacheri. ii revel in sw'eep-
ig asile lie blîcief in ndracle, ec, i'cre teo

prove their liberal-iido ine,.
The pulpit of' the pitisi hi'r is not ite

platibr' froi whieb clerical prontoiuntceients
(ln such1 <uestions sholdc bu delivered. i' the

octcasion arises wlei the a titIid ofilte Chicrch
requ1cires to be delinîel, soile c tent divine,
who has, made a special si Ildy of' the subiject,

shouiil'e asked ici seak. At ihe scme tie il
is a matter cf te uinost imciport:icieu itat the
iicscg sholild n v tico grasp lthe bearings

of every important so.ci :d scieitiie iprolein
or the day ; by this me;us thley) are entabled to
reai l and to increse ieir influence wbi te

îliiciuied antd intelligent layimen with wiom ithey
are cirovi in contact.

. Tie third charge cagiat lte preaching of
t'o-i:y. is its dullns. Il ear lhat ive must plead

gci in this matter-.-t all e'ets, in respect
ti te m ict'y oisernns. The dulniess nay

Iu' <et oone of twcecu:
ý(l) Qult.(b) Pelivery.
(il) The quality (ilo' manty oi' the pulp it lltter-

ait'e in o' hi irebes is not brillian . The Ian-
giuacge i eithcer grandiliquenit and verbose, or

cnunonîiplae and fîul of platitudes. In both
itimces there is a icik of sclid information, or

o real substance, whieb ic s ver'y w'eay'3iig to
tlhe congregation. Frequetly this defect is
die, not so mcuhe to the ignorance of' the
preachier, as te his inexperene in the art of ar-
rcging and puuitng orvard his facts.
(b) The deivery is decidedly a weatk point

ith soîme of the clergy. Few peole retlse
the enormous advintaige of a suft, musical
Velue, and a graceful nid dignified bearing in

tUe pulpit. Many a sormoî, por in iself, is
admired and praised on acoumt of ch icrm
with whic'h it is preached ; while ncty un able
and well-reasoned address is condemined,
through the harshness of ;ice or mioutlmess
of gesture on the part of the priest wlho gave il

In thus acknowledging the weakness of iany
of tue clergy in respect of tis brciih of their
work, I should be sorry to ippear to deny the
existence anong us of men uncqualled in any
other religious body for ticr eloquecce ani

eint'ig. Those who have hIard such divines
cas the late Arclbilshop MIage, the laite Dr. id-
don, the late Bishop Liglhtlit, or the preient
Bislops of' Ripon and Derry, will agree thIt
lie preaching power of' te Chuch cf Engind
stands very high. The quic'ion wve are cati-
sidering, however, is that <cf' the general stand-

ird cf sermnis delired by the mnajoriiy of the
clergy.

IVe frquently lear the rmnarkz l'romi the lips
of the laity that, as cnipiu w iith poliicians

i bairist ers, the mratorical owers of'l lpriest-
hood are fcr below what they ougit to be.
There is ai element of uinfairness in tlis criii-
tisii. The critie May beobîliged to ''sic amie"
a Recor who has not lte gif [i preahing. 1ic
visits the lUlouses of Parliaient :nd i i h Law
(Cirts, and hecrs the few piked delaters in

the Lcois or Coimions, ami the leadin coin-
sel in seme cause celere, mil cmnipre the va ri-
otîs representatives to the isparcgemtc if lie

clerical profession To arrive at a ibir si.
mate, lie shoul is it St. Panl's Catheidral or

Westiniser cbbywhen sonet leilng ecclesi;
astie is oeecip3inig the Iuclpcit.

(To be C'onhitdecl.)

TIHE BOOK OF CO3DION PRAYm.

By lice REv. A. E BARNEs-LAwREc E,. A.,
Vicar of St. âlichael, iaiickleatli.

The Bock of Commoi Prayer is te priicless

possession of all Englishmen, tnd espend cil of,
ali Engilsh tunirhmen. Next to the Iînylish

IBibie, that cother trophy f the Ref'ornation, it
has iniluenceti for three etuttiries hlie Engiih

language, the standard of l'th l, the devo tion of'

our race. Wiereever the EIghîshî langige is
spoen-ndeven beyondl thiat. limit-ouir

Prcyer-Book is kniown and lield in just estemt.
The Prcyer-ßtook cvas not, howcever, a new

book at the Reformationi: it was a repubi

tion or mondlification of the dillererit Ues Or
Services, such as those of Sarmii, or, Bligort,

¯l erefordnd mIhers, which cid slow ly grown
up during the conturies, aid which were hiem-
selves the developmienit ofstill earlier liturgies.

ln faut, as Dean Burgon say3s, hlie rcaer-lik
" exhibits the cemnulated cisdom, not of' a
single age or couîntr, but of cI thme ages. h'le

East Uas contributed lier pirest traditions; tie
West has enshriîed them in a caskel of lier
wisest contriving ; and piety lias gat hered up
the gems of the holiest uîtterance wherever
syllabled, cîreful only te t oncecal the blessî'di
speaker's name, In ail its e-ential outlites, it
ias been the consolation ot' Gdi 's people--ofou r
fatiers, and cf our fathers iathers-or more
thail a thousand year.s."

Never, I suppose, was il f 'more import'nce
to have a cler understanding o' both the leter
and spirit of our Prayer.JBok, and of lte hitory
of ils compilation. le who is well informel on
these points vill bc secured, by God's gracc,
from Pop i sh erer on one side, and Puritn in-
novation on the other.

The first thing, tien, I wMNt toi einphsise is
this, that in our Liturgy cru have a Guarantee
of Orthodoxy. This is no suli wilvantage. as
history teaches us. Those wlho have studied
the devlopnment of [he Churees tell us that
aven Calvin's Scriptural doctrine in course of

tim, not oily in Geneva, hili 'ici mnyInc' if thicc
Presbyteriain. 'ongregat ilns i aIghuiiii. i relct,

:ami Ilhe United Staites, gr:oluilly andi silently
gace ccay tI a hare Sa iniaccci. Sa l a ; ci

ur Pra eri klitii remainsii i, ,i b s o i i
ourIs0elves. Wel !;n['i fil aiway, in1t i' cI ' s ~ ' "l' c11 1 . 1 o <t l i eb cciiiii ccic'. c' 1 U * iii

ouri ehmehe'iî', i lie putlpi't' re :i ther'îe ritiy b'
worse i:m vusee ; " du: l pe:wr, May speak
toeI'ad sinniers I li vi c ir lch c t' living

Mt aways, the er ' ri ic' clmpit' ue'ching
imii to sore 't'nt hi o rr i ;id t la t o ite
desk ; for our iryr-l k , rtw indi-
tisi,Iwo i i a is l fo'c Ili-,, -i: s ad' rc

tl te W ! 'flv .Tke awa' ilm Bibl oi
Of'ie Pray'r.litck, tic' ih li' youii hac e
left !

I ieliev thîat nc mithr l'gy i the wcru
is quite c'qcui tmi our ow i ici biv No mIeirely

is S ripitrep riai ,:i ca n' gre':iticcaI
]y simg in 'ver pr' t p f u 'c imiiii wliîhip;

hut the resplonsss lalcsasrli nd u
sp cial. o i'les are iii<ly cc-ped in lihle

SItihiughit cm liibl' h g rg No clnm, it il ot
too mch to 'ay.en enc r ch r ifili''i and c ii e
01i ýl/// iHy our inonvhaliu g ithout.
leariin hi I ' ' i '- 'cc r, ah w lu "y i a"cla-

l ion, and i i lil f 'bri -c : lc f. Y s, Ithe
very warp :i w i f i mul .'r yc '- i s f the

WaVof l aùnlud irn is helywa gvsi

its inestliimaNe vailue.
ils ic{'s icîci hc c'iii'.

ici l ti a fc rm, c n'rin':. ('ongre-
:liii Wohi p il. N l <ne ' aic doihi ' Ihtv.
lsci ofs îm l'sc'lîl '<rcili', .1i 1 't'' i i:l tilif us
10,« to 11.:ay ; bHill thew (111lrelluna'il s dPo i

app'ieciate ihle gain iiît-iany'Church givte

Io tle 'ongreiigati so higi simri ii ifs
stervices'as tomc owi? \We have eimplicially
ci book of Cmmc-hai is if' joinu- Prayer,

in t lite hil î'it I c i'ry, ai c11 e ii'iie t l di esiir' ibesi'im s il
Chiisti: la itur<c' ' T' worsipper r'p' at ca

foriila 1' Chri t as (bil, in cîll'inl e re-
sipcnii es." C culdi c i i - i n miliii ho iore imly
ciparts of' our I ),wu ? Gre at s i valueiex-

tempirije priayr in or weekly prayer-

mticiig, Iow ncîuib 'hlld we not l>:4<-' i f we weieu

tlus liicile in our puliic w rc l ! e all
kuncw wcct wc tri goincg ti opry iir. W - gree

on eari l h1. as ouchingý 1verlain mlailer1s. WeV pray
l hi i Ile iinli-ter it iniiedialely aïer hiin.

WeI have no)t teo gueI, wh:at he i, gIling In say,
ncr arc e we ; xio S ti s i o wic-i-hc er' his uicti'iie

or polii'ial i ews will ii i ke i. dilieu tor u. Io

nit' I wcs old thaIl a good Christian main
de eie hit c-ould nlot ltin u wo i h

''u- t hJce i 're were liatt or licv thiigs lie 'could
notm g to in th L ii'gy'. i sen hit a
mei'scige' icit  if thati wi r cc-t h't'h o ol
olh wiîc h, c'i r in ic t ' rcc'b ho knl ew exactly lie-

1ýoreb:aIl( l thdat hie coulId nýke xe1nnt ;i
chai, he 'bl Iever li sure, anid oiily holle

for ihe i-c ! ci wa a new liglht, andîi be e;une
bieî'ni'>rlb. llow de ih tic- i'iii r' 'i s are,

anItd fcaiiniliari'iy is a IegIic niot a hildraice, to
iicvotion. Wt i avu ioi eve n ti Iti flic ie mIl ,

hui simpl of the wcm wic i'h thmy M) ccMir-
bly' unitbîiiî, :îl of hit whoim we uicln.

"Ir seeile prso," ays Charb1els Simeton,
were lo write din al te prayers i lait were

luuered und1 1er t h1e 1ame ofl1q.,0 , etemp11 o re prayerl 1' 1,

in diiereit caiels, for one sinday. he woild

CHl duwn un hin knees, nd Hmnk God scr theiciltic i <<mi ici itts, ciii iticCmifn lc
4itui'cry mof tihe C(irîebî ofi Enrglund."

It is ihis an'cint ci'cry whi li k s toge'lier
devout Chiiichiiimien all thle w'orld over, and, year
Uc' year, carri thmiighi th lle wcle e'yei
oft Chrîi'stianc diri neiî i like, mcii, lo ihinki oflii

ai to..e who go i h frum Il io Ite a 4issi

fi cid. Wc'k by week w all i i hi siae worii

ut t he canie Th rco of i ace wheirever i are.
Silre3y, if it is a ee I 'iglit lt realIi-e ii our
Communmion ril Servici: thatl wi iImite ini praitse witl
angels ai arcliangels, anii wliti ail the comi


