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T498 CHURCH GUARDIAR

SxprEvmr 3 1890,

The orly Diocese on the Pacific Cosst repre-

pented was that of British Columbia: Venerable
Archdeacon Woods- and Mr, Lacey Jchoson,
New Weetminster, B.C.

The Rev. Canor Matheson, B.D., Winnipeg,
and Dr, Davidson, Q.C., of Montreal, were
olected Secrefaries of the Conference.

The Metropolitan of Rupert’s Land stated
that the Svnod of bis Provinge had thought it
best to have the whole of ifs membors present,
especially as the number of its lsy members
was small, but that in caseof a voto being taken
if it weroe {aken by dioceses it would prevent
any preponderating effect, and this was agreed
to,

The Inrd Bishop of Toronto, Chairman of
the Committee of the Provincial Synod of Can-
ada, by which the neceeeary steps to procure &
mesting of the Conference had been tairen, then
explained thut in 186 the question of the
Union or Conrolidation of the several branches
of The Church of England in Canada bad been
brought before the Provincial Synod of Canada
and Tesolutions, indicating & desire that such
consolidation shonld tzke place wore passed.
Liko resclutions were pasced in IHST by the
Synod of the Province of Rupert’s Land, and
in 1889 the Provincial Syncd of Canada ap
pointed a Special Commitice of both houses to
take the steps necessary to bring about a Con-
ference on tho subject ; ard the result was the
Conference then arsembled. His Lordskip
stated 1kat the Joini Commiltee of the Provin-
cial Syncd of Canada bhad not come with acy
cot and dricd echeme to which they wore com-
mitted, snd to which they wore about to ask
the adherence of the Dioceces of the other
Province. The wording of the resolntion of
that Synod showed that the whole ground was
oper before the Conference, the object of which
wae (o devise some schome for pubmission to all
the dicceres of British North America, It was
quite true thero bad been cortain definite plans
put forward by individusl diocesan synods, but
it must be clearly understood that they do not
in any way prejudice the deliberations of the
Confereroo, There was in the minds of the
majority of thoso who curnestly deeired to for-
waid the unification of The Church no desire
to interfere with the existing Provinoial organ-
izations. He expressed the profoundest con-
votion of every member of the Church of
England ¢ver tho scatterod dioceses of the
imvortsnco of The Church in Canada being able
on all great moral and religious questions to
" give ono unanimeus decided voice, Whon the
* Chorch was scparated into jsclated provinces
with notbing 10 bird thum together there was
a poeribility of their drifiing ssunder in the
courte of timo, not merely in minor practices,
but in fundsmental truth. Nothing was to be
moro eeriously apprebended. They all earnestly
dosired that it should be ous in dootrino, one in
truth and ono in charity.

Canon Matheson, Secretary of the Lower
Houso of the Province of Ruport’s Land, read
the reselution paseed by that house expressing
sympathy with tho objcot of the Conferenco
and & deeire 10 promote it, but at thesame time
its opposition to the dissolation of provinces
and provincisl synods.

Thoe Metropolitan of Repert's Land then ad-
drossed the Conference, concurring entirely in
overy word sptken by the Bishop of Toronto.
Tho quostion before ihe meoling was what
practical steps the Conforence shouid advise for
this confederation, Thoy had three subjects to
consider : 1lst, the character or position that
they were to give to the General Synod and the
steps necestary to give it this position; Zndly,
the powers that wero to be pessessed by this
@eneral Synod; axd thirdly, the composition of
the General Synod—who aro to muke it up,
With regard to tho first, it would largely
depend upon the viow entertained of the objeots
of this Confederation. His own view was, first,
bo would leck from it for a voice fiom the
pn cd Chuich (n ol guesbitls 0: inlerest 1o

The Church and to Christ's work ; second, he
would lock .for common action in all mission-
ary, eduoational, and other church work; in
the third place he would hope to get from i ap
executive body to deal with all other bodies,
whether eoclesiastical or civil, There he would
be inclined to stop, but he supposed some would
not be satisfied with this, but would like to
have a Synod with powers for what he may
oall coercive legislation; for examplo, the for-
mation of an appellute tribunal and the enact-
ing canons and regolutions involying penalties.
He would not limit the powers of the General
Synod to deal with all such qaestions; but, at
present, he would wish that these should not
be operative in apy province or independent
diocese until accepted by the Provineial Synod
or the Synod of the diccese. To those who
would not be salisfied with such & limit, he
would say their first great object was urily;
they wculd tecure wonderful advantages as &
Church simply from upily; sccondly, if they
agreed to smch limitations a8 he indicated,
there would be mo difficulty in formiog this
Genersl Syncd; bit, if they went farther, Aots
of Parliament would be required, and there
wculd be many difficulties ; ard with regard to
his own province he believed that for many a
day union would be impraoticable, His Lord

ship referred to the action of the Chnrch in
Austrsalia, reading from an account therecf by
the late Primate, Bishop Barry, and copcluded
by stying that with the view he tock of the
Genera! Synod it shotld have power to treat of
anything it liked, but at present at Jeast, there
should be certain limitations with regard to
what he Lad called coercive legislation,

The Bichcp of Huron them moved that a
committee be appointed to consider a form or
draft of the proposed union, to put to the Con-
ference in an hour, and that the Conference ad-
journ gecordingly.

Dr. Davidson suggested that the motion was
premature: and referring to an impression that
geemed 1o prevail that the delegates from the
East had come pledged to a particnlar course of
action, declared the idea utterly unfotnded:
that trno the Dincese of Montreal had sffirmed
its convielion that but one Province for the
wholo of Canada was the best form of consolida-
tion, in which view he at present concurred;
yet its represeniatives were not pledged to
vole for this snd noihing elso, They were
ready to hear the views of the delegates from
the different eections of the couniry, and then,
having determiced that union was necostary,
it would be right to have the committee the
Bithop of Huron had proposed. He wanted
the delegates to be entirely disabused of the
ides ihat those from the Diocese of Montreal
had come pledged to any coarse, though like
the Dioceze of Qu’Appelle that diocese had ex

preesed the opinion that one Province would be
the best, )

Arohdoacon Woods also thought it a little too
8oon to receive His Lordship’s resolution, They
were not at present so much a convontion as s
committee of the whole. They should consider
first tho advieability cf unification; secondly
the practicibility; and thirdly His Lordskip’a
resolution as to how it shovld be seccomplished,
supposing the first two to have been carried in
the afiirmative,

The Bishop of Qa’Appelle thon moved in
smendment, seconded by Ven. Archdeacon
Lindeay, that the simplest and most eflicacious
mothod for the consolidation of The Church in
British North America would bo to amalgamate
all existirg dioceses into ono Provinoe, at least
antil such time as the Church become more
poworful, His Lordehip said he was speaking
in oppoeiticn to the strongly expressed feeling
of the great majority of those who had spoken;
also against the expreesion of tke province to
whioh he belonged. He regretted to have to
seem to be in opposition to the so very pro-
rovreed cxprossion of his most esteemed Metro-
ptlian, Howsseme it wond i ot be considered

disrespectfal to him if ke expreased his opinion
as strongly as he could, and it would not be
thought for 8 moment a reflection on the wis.
dom of what had been done in the past. He
kEnew there bad been & good desl of misunder.
standing. 'When the Province was fomed it
was under totally differeut circumatances from
those of to-day. He did not think because
snything had been done in the past it must
necesearily remain forever, when there had
been & change of ciroumstances. A debt of
gratitnde was due the Metropolitan for these
admirable educational institetions of which
Wihnipeg might ba proad. But the Motro.
politan would be the first to admit that in a
matter of such importance all private feelings
thogld be put aside and he (the speaker) should
express what he felt so deeply for the welfure
of the Church throughoat the Dominion, Per-
haps it was more sultable that he being from
this Province (Rupert’'s Land), should proposa
the amendment, rather than that some one
from REastern Cupada should do so, bacause
there was an altogether unfounded idea that the
easorn delegates wished in some way to swamp ;
thoso here, He did not believe there was any
such feeling. The readiness shown to meef the
whole of the members of this Province was an
evidence that such was not the case. Why did
he advocate the forming of one Province ? He
helieved it was the ouly really efficacions means
of obtaining that which he believed they all
desired to obiain, ihe cousolidation of The
Church, in one feasible scheme. What did
they really mean? In the first place, to create
and to foster » more thorough and perfect uniry
of the Church in the minds of its members
throughont this .vast country. There was not
that realizution of unity at the present time, he
helieved. One great bane, if not the greatest,
he believed 10 be parochislism and individual.
ism, Parochialism he saw frequently in the
pariches, which were doing for themeelves
what they could, each thinking its own little
entity the chie! object it bad in view. That
perochbialism, he fearcd, exterded too much to
the djocece ard even 1o tho provinces, They
all knew the Church was cne; bat they wanted
the fuct to be realized by the membcrs of the
Church more than itis. Opo member cannot
suffer without the whole body throughovt this
vast Dominion feeling it in Bome manner. They
wanted unity of legislation on such important
matters as discipline. Disoipline could only be
obtained by one logislative assembly, Unity
was wanted in such mattors as the marringe
laws in which the Chuorch cught to be nble
to speak plainly, loudly and authoritatively as
what are its Jaws a8 spsrt from the laws of the
Siate, and it ought to bo able to consirain
smongst its members obedience to the laws.
Unity was wanted in matters of administration
of Carist's church as & whole, of evangelizalion,
of education of the Indian population, of the
proper training of cardidates for Holy Ocders,
aud other matters which cerlainly ought to be
oonsidered of importance to the Church as a
whole, The Church ought to speak with voice
of authority and power that wounld compel the
allention of the legislators of the land upon
matters that touch the moral welfare of the
people. They wanted to speak as they could
not possibly do now by soattered diooeses, or
even by provinces.

2 They might be prepared, as they eoald
only be prepared by such & body for the day,
which, he veniured to say, could not be far dis-
tant, and which, if cburch people had a little
mora faith in the ruling of the Holy Spirit,
might be pearor than it is, when the Cbarch
should act boldly with the freedom which was
already hers, and not to be content continually
to abide under the fetters which, he was
sorry 10 tay, the Church at home had, bat
which, we thank God, we are free from, and
could act with freedom if we only would.

! When he was in Erglard the Charch was con-
tivaally vosrning 10 be sble Lo do thi ge which



