
P' O E T R

TIHE SCHOOL . BOY.

Ofortunatoi nimium,fuaf !gna norint I

ACK memory, to (cencs of pleafure
pait,

To (cenes ere childhood ripen'd into man ;
When fehool day fporté employ'd the bufy

hou'jrs,
And cv'ning finlli'a what the morn be-

gan.

rn thore gay mcads how gladfome have I
play'd,.

Thoe meads cncircled with meand'ring
Sireams,,

Where lhviih Flora fprcads ber chequer'd
(wecets,

And Phobus darts his lunte adding
beais.

Oft, as the pale-ey'd regent of the night,
Held forth her lamp; and lighten'd all

the gren,
. Have I exulting.frolick'd with my mates,

And liil'd the britlitnefs of the filver
(cenc.

Yen flopinglawnas, where.fkips the frifky
lamb,

Yon herbae,'d vales, and inter-twifted
how'rs,

Yon velvet plains, and daiCy-platted hills,
Can (wcetly rctlify my playful hours.

' Befide that pebblcd (pring 1 oft have fat,
And liRen'd to cach vernal warbler there,
As oft well pleas'd I've puff'd the cliy-

form'd tube,
And view'd the bubbles mouint, and burft

in air.

Can 1 forget how oft the race TFve run,
While hope of conqucl beat in ev'ry

Pomona's piize lias crown'd my vafa fuc.

And ail have hall'd me hero of the plain._

Ne'er triumph d miore a warrior in the
. field,,

Whc lie had vanquifh'd his high dring foc
ThaI 1, when ihi nmy fights engag'd,
My flubborn rival fcll beneati my blow.

Nhen cach vain trifle that might Ibame
the man,

)elighted, nor difgrac'd the laughing boy.

WVhere now arc all thofe feftive days of
caf- ?

Alas ! faf bound in time's all girting roll.;
Yet as in thought each fport I fondly

trace, ..
The lov'd idea warms rmy panting oul.

When years increafing fwcll the age of
man,

How pleafing then the recolitaive pow'r!
Remembrance of paf joys play'd o'er in

youth,
Cives a frefh relila to the prefent hour.

Adieu that happy tranfit-! for no more
Thofe moments pleafure wing'd fhail I

behold,
Reality no more can give them birth,
Tho' airy fancy may the £hade enfold.

Let not proud man, buoy'd up by celf con.
ceit,

Contemn the various frolicks of the child,
Nor wifdom feated on her aged.throne,
Deem youthful fports romantic all and

wild.

The title bearing flar, the garter'd badge,
The coat emblazon'd, and the flowing

gown,
Is little more thati emblematick farce,
One half of man is*àhildhood overgrown.

Oft now vwith curious retrrpeaive eyç,
'The itcaling progrefs of tie mind I view,
] mark how flow it to perfet9ion tends,
Guided by pliant education's clue.

Blecfsd education 1 all who feci i.ts fire,
The genial comfort it imparts, mult àwn,
This great diflin>ion elevates the foul,
And adds the richea jewel to a crown.

Where'er it foreads, it polifhes the rude
Extrnaas the finer fron -the groffer part
The brutilh pallions gently charms a'way,
And levigates the marbIe of the heart'

The mind, that beauteous fpark of heav'n.
iy fkme.

How by degreet. it rifes to p blaze
Therrn the-day-(fojocund-war~my-life) irs fury fpenri ai graduaHtj expir~--
When 1 cou,ld (mile at d'ry fcatlcr'd Nor Ieaves one gliqpfe of it diatinilh'd

toy rays. S
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