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No. 59.—~HON. JAMES
COCKBURN, Q. C.,
SPREAKXR QF THE BOUSE OF
COMMONS.

In the galaxy of eminent
men whose portraits grace
the spacious corridors sur-
vrounding the chamber in
which Her Majesty's faith-
ful Commons House of
Parliament in Canada holds
its deliberations, Mr. Cock-
burn will take honourable
rank. He was chosen to
preside over its sittings at
A time when the Speaker's
duties were exceptionally
arduous. Under the new
Constitution the limits of
Parliamentary jurisdiction
had been greatly enlarged,
and the number of mem-
bers correspondingly ia-
creased.  Gentlemen of
experience in the Legisla-
tures of the Maritime Pro-
vinces found themselves
unfamiliar  with f{ormer
Canadian practice, and the
increase of representation
trom Ontario necessarily
added a corresponding in-
crease  of  inexperienced
members, so that the dutiee
of the Speaker of the first
House of Commons of Ca-
nada were obviously rew-
dered exceptionally oner-
ous, Legal acumen, Par-
liamentary experience,and
suavity of manner were
qualifications esseutial to
the satisfactory perform-
ance of the dutics, and
these were happily united
in Mr. Cockburn. His
selection by the Govern-
ment for the office of first
Speaker of the first House
of Commons under the
new Consti{ution gave very
general satisfaction, as was
proved by his unanimous
election, and his rulings
have always commanded
the ready and respectful
assent of the House, bis
bearing being strictly im-
partial to both sides, and
lenient towards individual
members, while his deci-
sions have beca based upon
the merits of the points of
order raised. The  latter
have neither been'few nor
always unimportant, and
doubtless his judgments,
recorded in the journals,
will be frequently consult-
ed hereafter in relation to
the practice of Parliament

Jas. Cockburn was born
at Berwick-upou-Twerd on
the 13th February, 1819,
so that now-a-days he may
be considered an English-
man, though the tims: was
when the natives of the
same place conld scarcely
determine whether they
were English or Scotch,
and also when they were
neither ; that border-keep
asserting, in those days,
an individuality of itsown,
Mr. Cockburn, we should
judge, however, is an
Englishman in sentiment,
preferring the associations
of the South to those of
the North - of . Tweed,
but as he emigrated, with
higfamily,wo Canada, when
in his fourteenth year, his
sympathies for the ancient

pations on either gide of

that bistoric stream may be
regarded as purely senti-
mental, and all the practi-
cal ties and associations of
his life as thoroughly Ca-
nadian as if he had been
born in the land consecra-
ted to the beaver and the
maple leaf. Hiseducation,
- begun - at - Berwick, was
finished- at Upper Canada
College, Toronto ; and hav-
_ing devoted himself to the
study of the law, he was
- called %0 the Bar of Upper
Capada in 1846. He prac-
tised his profession in.the
".thriving town of Cobourg,

" where he now resides; and -

at the general election in

1861 he was .returned for | -
West :Northumberland by
a very parrow- . majority -

"over the Hon. .Sidney
Smith, the then " Postmas-
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ter-General in:tho Cartier.

Macdonald Cabinet. This

oircumstance indicates a

tomporary  estrangemen'

from the political party

with which he has since °
beeu associated ; but from

1854, when tho coalition

was formed, up to 188,

when the second general

election was held under
its auspioes, it was found

that the formation of the

“Noderate party”—then so
called — which  austained
the Ministry, led, through-
out Upper Canadn, to ano-
ther coulition — that of
ext¥eme Conservatives
with extreme Reformers.
The Candidates returnoed

through the Inst named

alliance were genernlly
classed as ijndependent,”

to distinguish them frowm
the regular party  sup-
porters of the Ministry
aud the Opposition, Prac-
tieally, they were the rene-
mies  of  hoth  the old
parties, as constituted by
the arrangemeunt of 854,
und the wost premionent
Reforns member in thejr
ranks was the Hon, J, S,
Macdonald, the  present
Premier of Ontario, who
was retiened to that Par.
liament against the stren-
uons efforts of the regular
Opposition, though  Mr.
Cockbornw—fur the reason
that he opposed a Minister
—hnd its undivided wsup-
port. T'he vlection of 1864
should be ever memomble
for the rout it made of
mere puaty men: the Hon.,
George Brown himself was
defeated, and from that cir-
cumstanee alone, the aup-
porters of the Governnent
felte—mauny of them, we
have reason to believe,
without regret-thatitedays
were putmbered,  The &4
naive had been killed and
the fears of followers conld
no longer be operated on.
The vote on the Col, Ly-
son's Militia bill in May,
1862, proved the altered
state of party alleginnce.
With the compnet purty
phalanx sgriuxt the Gov-
ernment which the generald
election ot 1857 had created
iu Upper Cannda, that bill,
or auy other, would have
been aceepted by the Lower
Canadn  wajority  rather
than that  the country's
destinies should have pas.
serd into the hands of the
Gpposition. But whenanly
men from whom nothing
wits 10 be feared stood on
the left of the Speaker,
then down went the Go-
vernment,  though  both
Messrs, Sandiield  Mac-
donald and Cockburn voted
for the second readicg of
the extravagant mensure
of which Ministers bad ns-
sumued the paternity, A
change of Government fol-
lowed, and the Macdonnld-
Sicotte Cabinet lield office
for a year, when another
general clection in July,
1863, took place. T'hy re-
plitrage effected after the
adjournment of Parlia-
ment, and before the elec.
tion, did not meet with Mr,
Cockburn's approval, and
he appealed to his consti-
tuents a second time on a
ticket still more decisively
Hindependent,”  He was
returned by acclumntion,
and in the session of 64

voted generally with the
Coposition, When, on the
30th March, 1864, the Mac-
donald-Dorion Ministry—
the leaders disgusted Ly

the faint-beartedness of
their supporters—resigued,

and  the old Coalition,

under the name of the

Tuché-Macdonnld Govern-

ment, returned to power,

Mr. Cockburn was ganel~

ted ng Solicitor-Genoral for

Upper Casada in the now

Onbinet, and continued to

hold this office up to the

going into cffect of the

Unjon Act. Ho wag, ana

matter of course, a mem-



