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No. 59.-HON. JAMES
COCKBURN, Q. C.,

aPMArIR OF TE o g o

cOxOMNB.

In the galaxy of emineut
men whose portraits grace
the spacious corridors sur-
rounding the chamber in
which Her Majesty's faith-
fuli Commons House of
Parliament in Canada holds
its deliberations, Mr. Cock-
burn will take honourable
rank. He was chosen te
preside over its sittings at
a time when the Speaker's
duties were exceptionally
arduous. Under the new
Constitution the limits of
Parliamentary jurisdiction
had been greatly enlarged,
and the number of mem-
bers correspondingly in-
ereased. Gentlemen of
experience in the Legisla-
tures of the Maritime Pro-
vinces found themuselves
uinfamiliar with former
Canadian practice, and the
increase of representation
troni Ontario necessarilv
added a corresponding in-
crease of inexperienced
members. so that thel duties
of the Speaker of the first
House of Commois of Ca-
nada vere obviously- ren-
dered exceptionally oner-
ous. Legal acumen. Par-
liamentiary experience. and
suavity of manner were
qualitications essential to
the satisfactorv perfori-
ance of the dutics, and
these were happily united
in Mr. Cockburn. His
selection bv the Goverin-
ment for the office of first
Speaker of the first House
of Commons under the
new Constitution gave very
general satisfaction, as was
proved by his unanimous
election, and his rulings
have always commanded
the ready and respectful
assent of the House, his
bearing being strictly im-
partial to both sides, and
lenient towards individua.
members. while his deci-
sions have beca based upon
the merits of the points of
order raised. The latter
have neither been-few nor
always unimportant, and
doubtles s his judgments,
recorded in the journals,
will be frequently consuilt-
ed hereafter in relation to
the practice of Parlianient

Jas. Cockburn was born
at Berwick-upon-Tweed on
the 13th February, 1819,
so that now-a-days he may
be considered an Englisl-
man though the time was
when the natives of the
same place could scarcely
determine whether they
were English or Scotch,
and also when they were
neither; that border-keep
asserting, in those days,
an individuality of its own.
Mr. Cockburn, we should
judge, however, is an
Englishman in sentiment,
preferring the associations
of the South te those of
the North of Tweed,
but as he emigrated, with
his family,to Canada, when
in his fourteenth year, bis
sympathies for the ancient
nations on either side of
tbat historic stream may bc
regarded as purely senti-
mental, and all the practi-
cal ties and associations of
bis life as thoroughly Ca-
nadian as if lie had been
born in the land consecra-
ted to the beaver and the
mapleleaf. is education,
begun at Berwick, was
inished- at Upper Canada
College, Toronto; and hav-
ing devoted himaelf to the
study of the law, he was
called to the Bar of Upper
Canada in 1846. fie prac-
tised his profession in the
thriving town of Cobourg,
where he now resides; and
at the general election in
1861 hie was..retnued for
West Northumberlanld by
a very narroW majority
over the H on. Sidney
Smnith, the thena Posetmaa-
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ter-General in the Cartier..
Macdonald Cabinet. This
circumutancc indicates a
temporary estranguinen'
from the political party
with whic hlie has since
been amsociated ; but fro-
1854,, when the coalition
was formed, up to 186,
wlien the second general
election was held undor
it auspiocs, it wI&a found

at- t-he formation of the
"Mod erate piarty"-the tino
called - which Mustainied
the Ministry, led. througlh-
out Upper Canada, to atno-
ther coalition - that of
ext, uemc Co nsor vatjve s
witlh extrene Reformers.
'l'he Candidates r eturned
through the lait nanmed
alliance were geieîrnily
lased as "indîjeendtent,'

to dist-inguish theiu frou
the regular party sup-
porters of hie Ministry
and the O)pposition.Pra1 -
ticallV, they were the îie-
muies of both t-lt old
parties, as tonstit-uted by
the arrangment if I sM,
atnd the imosit, proiainenit
lrefoir nie emlb ri- iii tli'ir
ranks was th[ Hon. J. S.
Macdoil, tlt prerit
Premie'r of Oitariou, it.
was ret-u rnd to hat Par.
liauent agai nst tle- streu-

uitilou efort of tlie regIar
Oppositionil, thoiligh Mr.
îo'k burn...-for the reiaso

that li opposel a Mini'ter
-- hasd its udvddsup..
port. The eletion of 1861
shoulld be ever rnemi'îorable
for thlie rout it made of
mrt party men;. the Ho n.

George Brow himlself was
dfCeated, and from t-hat cir-
cum stnie aloie. the u -

fel tmny of them, a
hat ,ve reason to0 beie--ve.
'i i tiotut. rt'gret-thiat itsi day
wre numbered. te h
noire had been kille d and
th. fetars of foll overs ould
lio longerhe lit.optritei on.
The' vot. On tlie Col. I -
Son Militia hill in May,
18G.2, proivt'd tlt - altereif

(a of party illigiani te'.

%VithI the cmpinapfict party
phalanx giniUist the Gov -

trinmen-t whjich the general-m
î'It't norî ut 1857 hiadi î.rcatedî

in 11j. tipe 'anadali, that bill,
or any itler, woiutld have
bi'n accet'd<f "l by t-he Lower
Canada tuajority ratior
t hanl I that t e oli unt:ltrl'si
d iniies abuld havtt p;as.
Setd into th' liands t the
Oppoiition. Bu.whennly
men frot whoiî nothiiig
its to be. eared sto l n

tl left of t-he Speaker.
tliein dow n w-nt the Go-
verinienit. tholui bot.h
Mussrs. Sanifield Mac'-
donald and (ockbirn 'voted
for the second readin-g of
the extravagant eaiitSiri,
of whici Ministers had ns-
sumed the paternity. A
change of Government foi-.
lowed, and the Macttdonaild-
Siî'ot-te Cabinet lield oflice
for a yenr, when another
genieral electionî in Juliy,
1863, took place. Th ca re-
ilatrage effected itfter the
adjournmuîient. of P a r 1 i a.
ment, and before the eler-
tion, did not meet wit-h Mr.
Coclbirn's approval, and
lhe appealled to his consti.
tulel'nts a econd tiime On a
ticket still more decisively
indepndt." He< wa

re!turnied by acclamattioni,
anidui in the session of '64
'ott(d generally with the

Cpposition. Wlon, oni the
30ti March, 1804, the Maac-
donald-Dorion Miniis-try-
the leaders udisgmusu by
the fainit-hcartedns o f
thieirtsupportors-resigued,
atndi t-lie old Coais]ition,
linder the natune of tle
Taché-Macdonald Govern-
ment, returned to power,
Mr. Cockburn was garet-
ted as Solicitor-Gonornl for
Uipper Canadin ut-ho newr
Cabti net1 and conti nued tol
hold t-lis ofBe up to the
going into effect of thle
Union Act. Ho waa, as a
mattor of course, a mnem-
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