~ will soon be cut off from the
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COQUETTE.

‘“Coquette.” my lovethey sometimes oall,
For she is Hg{t of lips and heart ;
‘What theugh she smile alike on all
Ifin her smiles she knows noart ?

Like some glad brook she seems to be,
That ripples o’er its pebbly bed,

Aud prattles to eash flower or tree,
Which stoops to kiss it, overhead.

Beneath the heavens’ white and blue
It purls and sings and laugbs und leaps,
The suony meadows dancing through
. O'er noisy shoals and frothy steeps.
'T'is thus the world doth see the brook ;
-Bus I have seen it otherwise,
When following it to some far nook
‘Where leafy sbislds shut ount the skies.
And there its waters rest. subdued,
In shadowy pools, serene and shy,
Wherein grave thoughts and fancies brood
Aud tender dreams and longings lie.
1 love it when it laughs and leaps,
But love it better when at rest—
*Tis only in it« tranqui! deeps
1 see my imagein its breast.

~January Century.

OUR ILLUSIRATIONS.

Our CArTOON.—The cartoon on our front
page alludes, as will be seen by the dialogue to
the recent remarks of the New York Tribune
upon Canada and the Canadians.

THE GERMAN PEASANT's SuNpAY.—For the
truth of the satire in our illustration of the Ger-
man peasant’s Sunday at home we caunot be
responsible. It contaius probably as much
truth as such satires generally do, and what it
lacks in accuracy it makesup in picturesqueness.
Some of us may bave remarked a somewhat
similar ending of the day in the raral districts of
this Canada of ours, where Sunday is first & day
of religious observation and last but by no means
least a grand holiday, to be celebrated as holi-
days, unfortunately, not unfrequently are.

TeE RisiNe oF THE Watkrs.—A flood,
caused by the prolonged heavy rains, has swollen
the rivers of & lowland district, and their over-
flowing waters have covered great part of the
meadows, through which are cut several ditches,
the banks overgrown with sedge and reeds,
while here and there rise the leafless stems of
wintry-looking willows, marking the brink of
the deeper channel across the fields. In summer-
time, or in any tolerably dry weather, there isa
convenient footpath this way to the neighbour-
ing hamlet, the abode of bonest rustic families,
one of which seems just now in a plight to de-
mand our compassionate sympathy and kindly
conoern. The young wife and mother, esrly in
the day, as her good man was away to his work
and not expected home till nightfall, ventured
to lock her cottage door and walk over to the
village, two miles distant, that she might visit
a married sister, there lyinsuin her first “‘ con-
finement.” To perform this errand of affec-
tionate duty without negleeting her own chil-
dren, of whom she has two, the rain having
ceased that morning, and the sky being once
more clear, she carried her baby with her, and
bade little Jem, who was five years old, trudge
along by her side. After staying three or four
hours, doing what she could in the way of
womanly aid and comfort, and taking a noon-
day bit of dinuer at her brother-in-law's table,
she set forth betimes in the afternoon, with the
two children, on her way home. By the turn-

ike road and the lane that turns off to the left
it is quite three miles and a half, so she thought
she would go back the shorter way that she
came. It had been only rather muddy, with a
few nasty puddles, and with a loose plank in the
foot‘briti;e at the end of Farmer Bulil's nine-
acre piece, when she passed in the opposite di-
rection at ten o'clock. But the river, since
then, has been rising so rapidly, by the inflow
of other streaws from the moorland hills, that
new, at half-past three, she finds herself in the
roidst of & broad shallow lake, standing upon a
very narrow strip of soft and lzmhy turf, which
rmer ground be-

hind, if the inundation pours into a slight hol-
low fifty yards in the rear. To advance oune step
further cannot be thought of ; she is now at the
edge of the ditch, but the plank has been washed
away, and the meadows beyond, though she can
wee !vler own dwelling on the farther side, are
overspread with a chilly expanse of water, at
least half a mile in breadth. It will be dark
enough in another hour, this late Decomber
afternoon ; so there is no time to be lost in re-
tracing her steps, and with very wet feet, and
with terrible fears and anxieties, more for the
children than for her own sake, regaining the
safe and solid road. Little Jem will ery with
fn'ﬁ)ht, and the poor mother will be sadly weary,
before they reach home, chilled and exhaugted,
long after the usual tea-time ; and there will be
1o fire to warm them, or to boil the wafer for a
cup of tea. The husband will have come home
to find the door locked agsinst hiw, and will
have gone to speud his wages af the Blue Boar.

A NOVEL CREMATION CEBEMONY. — The
death-bed insurance buginess in Peunsylvania
appears to be falling into disfavour. Not only
have the authorities commenced a leﬁal war
upon it, bat the credulous people who have
been victimnized by it are losing faith in the
system and tumi:ﬁragainu it. A novel illus.
tration of the popular feeling on the subject was
furnished & few days since at a place called
Heydt's Tavern, some twenty miles from Read-
ing. The people of that vicinity, it uppears,
had suffered largely from the operations of the
death-rattle companies. Thomas Heydt, « man

of means, held policies to the extent of $25,000,
and had been swindled out of several thousand
dollrs in assessment«. One of his risks died
some time ago, and after waiting and struggling
for many months, he compromised with the
company for $197. He was so much incensed
by this action that h determ‘ned to burn all
the policies he held, a .| invited his neighbours
tojoin with him. On the 24th ultimo the pro-
jected cremation took place. Early in the day
the people began to gather from all directions—
on foot, on horseback, and in all varieties of
vehicles. One delegation was headed by a band
of music. The heads of some of the most in-
fluential families in the district met together in
tha hall of the hotel. The total amount of the
insurance held by them was $250,000. The
meeting was organized with the chief victims
a8 president, vice-presidents and secretaries.
Those in attendance related their experiences,
which showed that many had been reduced to
poverty by the assessinents they were forced to
pay, and some had borrowed money from friends
and relatives to meet the demands of these
sharks, and were unable to pay it back. The
policies and assessment notices were strung to-
fvther upon a pole and svaked with coal 0il. A
ittle niece of the hotel proprietor fired the pile,
and $250,000 worth of insurance certificates were
consumed to slow music, while Mr. Heydt and
a vumber of his neighbours formed all-hands-
around and savagely danced about the pole. * A
collation was spread for those present, and a ball
in the eveniug wound up the festivities.

A KaNGAROO CourT IN TExAs.—The illus-
tration represents one of those extempore courts
summoned and presided over by Judge Lynch,
the necessity for which, existing undoubtedly in
a rough state of civilization wghiuh the regular
srocesses of law could not reach, is happily

one away with. The extreme sentence of<the
law, if it may be so termed, has evidently been
passed upon the unhappy wretch who with the
courage that is born of Ses air awaits his fate at
the hands of the appointed executioner. Such
scenes do not bear dwelling upon. ’

THE BURNING OF THR RING THEATRE AT
VieNNA.—Our readers are already familiar with
the terrible tragedy of the 8th of December lust
in which upwards of one thousand victims were
hurried into eternity. We give this week an
illustration of the theatre itself before the fire,
one of the public buildings of whose architecture
Vienna was justly proud.

Tare RoBBERY OF EARL Crawrord's Tous.
—This latest incident of body-smatching has
caused great excitement in fashionable circles
the world over. The late Earl of Crawford and
Balcarres died in Italy and his body was
carried thencd tobe interred in the family
vault at Danecht House, twelve miles south of
Aberdeen. It has now been discovered that the
body was taken away, at some time which is
not yet asoertained, and that the vault
has been broken into, and the coffin opened.
Great indignation is felt by all classes of pe:gle
in the neigghbourhood, and equal symg::hy th
the nolile family whoe; feelings !;aveh. n m
rociously outraged. It can only 8w
that this infamous deed was perpetrated g)t the
purpose of exacting a large sum of money by
way of ransom.

THE MARQUIs oF LORNE CRUIsSING CLEAR
WATER LAKE.—This interesting feature of the
groat .trip of the Marquis of Lorue to the ex-
treme north-west territory of Canada last sum-
mer shows the vice-regal party nearing the last

rtage on the beautiful Clear Water Lake, on
g:ly 28th. There were ten large aud brilliantly
painted bark canoes, all fully menmned with

crews uniformed in red shirts, blue caps and

white trousers Nearly all were Indians or
half-breeds, save one crew of Scotchmen who
manned the first canoe bearing the Marquis.
As the last portage was neared the procession
ended in something like u race. Each crew
wished to show its prowess, and all were eager
to win the honour of second place behind His
Excellency’s boat, so that, whirled away by the
excitement of the figures, the voyagers neglected
for once the grand landscape.

RECOLLECTIONS OF 4 DRUMMER-B0Y.
HOW WE GOT A SHELLING.

The men are in good spirits and all ready for
the fray, but as the day wears on without further
developments, arms are atucked, and we begin to
roam about the hills ; soe are writiug letters
home, some sleeping, some even fishing in a
little rivulet tha! ruus by us, wheu toward three
o’clock in the afiernoon, and ull of & sudden,
the enemy opens fire ou us with a salute of thres
shells fived in rapid succession, not quite into our
ranks, bat alitt{; to the left of us ; and see | over
where the Forty.third lies, to our 1-ft, ‘come
three strelchers, going by ou a lively trot to the
rear ; for “the ball is opening, boy~,” and we
are under fire for the first time.

I wish | could convey to my readers some
faint ides of the noise made by a shell a5 it fliex
shrieking aud screawing through the air, and of
that peculiar whirring sound made Ly the pieces
after the shell has burst overhead or by your
side. 8o loud, high pitohed, shrill and tesrible
is'the sound that one unaccustomed to it would
think at first that the very heavens were being
torn down about his ears !

How often I have laughed and langhed at
myselt when thinking of that first shelling we

t there by the river! Yor, up ro that time,

| bud & yery poor old-fashioned iden of what

shell was like, having derived it probably from
accounts of sieges in the Mexican war.

I hal thought ashell was a bollow ball of iron
filled with powder and furnished with a fuse,
and that they threw it over into your rauks, and
there it lay hissing and spitting, till the fire
reached the powder, and the shell burst aud
killed a dozen men or so—that is, if soms ven-
turesome follow didn’t run up and stamp the
fire off the fuse bufore the miserable thing went
off {  OFf a conical shell, shaped like & minie-ball,
with ridgs on the outside to fit the groovs of a
rifled cannon, and exploding by a percussion-
cap at the pointed end, I had no idea in the
world. But that was the sort of thing they were
firing at us now—Hur.r-r—bang! Hur-r-r—
bang ! )

Throwing myself flat on my face while that
terrible shriek is ia the air, 1 cling closer to the
ground while 1 hear that low, whirring sound
near by, which | foolishly imagine to be the
sonad of a burning fuse, but which, on raising
my head and looking up and around, I find is
the sound of pieces of exploded shells flying
through the air about our heads! The enemy
has excellent rauge of us, and gives it to us hot
and fast, and we fall in line and take it as best
we may, and without the pleasure of replying,
for the enemy’s batteries are a full mile and a
balf away, and no Enfield rifle can reach half
80 far.

‘‘Colonel, move vour regiment a little to the
right, so as to get under cover of yonder bank.”
It is soon done; and thers, seated on a bank
about twenty leet high, with our backs to the
enemy, we let them lﬁm away.

And now, see ! Just to the rear of us, and there-
fore in full view as we are sitting is a battery of
our own, coming up into position at full galop—
a grand sight indeed ! The officers with swords
flashing in the evening sunlight, the bugles
clanging out the orders, the carriages unlimbered,
and the guns run up into position ; anud now,
that ever beautiful drill of the artillery in action,
steady and regular as the stroke of machinery !
How swiftly the man that handles the swab has

. prepared his piece, while the runners have mean-

while brou -ht up the little red .bag of powder
and the long, conical shell from the caisson in
the rear ! How awiftly they are rammed home !
The lien'enant sights' his piece; the man with
the lanyard with a sudden jerk fires the cap, the
gun leaps five feet to the rear with the recoil,
and out of the cannon’s throat, in a cloud of
smoke rushes the shell, shrieking out its message
of death into the lines a mile and a half away,
while our boys rend the air with wild hurrahs,
for the enemy’s fire is answered !

Now en<ues an artillery duel that keeps the
air quivering and quaking about our ears for an
hour and a half, and it is all the more exciting
that we can see the drill of the batterias beside u-,
with that steady swabbing and ramming, running
and sighting snd bang! bang! bang! The
mystery is how in the world they can load and
fire so fast. :

‘“ Boys, what are you trying to do? It is
the general commanding the division who reins
in his horse and asks the question, and he is one
of the finest artillerist in the service, they say.

““ Why, General, we are trying to put a shell
through that stone barn over there ; it's full of
sharp-shooters * )

“Hold a moment |"”—and the general dis.
mounts and sights the gun. ““Try that eleva.
tion ouce, Sergeant,” he says; and the shell
goes crashing through the barn a mile and s half
sway, and the shirp-shooters come pouring ont
of it like bees out of a hive. *‘Let them have
it s0, boys.”” And the general has mounted, and
rides, laughing, away along the line.

Meauwﬁile. something is trauspiring imme-
diately before our ryes that smuses us immensely.
Not more than twenty yards away from us is
another high bank, correspouding exactly with
the one we are occupving, and running parallel
with it, the two hills inclosing a little ravine
some twenty or thirty yards in width.

This second high bank,—the nearer one,—you
must remember, faces the enemy’s fire. The
water has worn out of the soft raud-rock a sort
of cave, in whirh Darky Bill, our company cook,
took refuge at the crack of the first shall. And
there, crouching in the narrow recess of the rock,
we cau see him shivering with affvight. Every

now and then, when there iva lullin the firing,

he comes to the wide-open Jdoor of his house, in-
tent upon flight, and, rolling up the great whites
of his eyes, iy ahout to step out and run, when
Hur-r-r—bang—crack ! goes the shell, and poor
scared Darky Bill dives into his cave again head-
tiest, like & frog intoa pond

After repeated attemp's to run and repeated
frog-leaps backwand, the poor fellow takes heart
and cuts for the woods, pursnd by the laughter
sud shouts of the regimeut—for which he cures
far le~y, however, than for that terrible shriek in
the air, which, he afterward told us, *“ was
a-sayin’ all de time, * Where's dat nigger?
Where's dat nigger ! Where's dat nigger 1"

As night-fall comes on, the firing ceases.
Word is passed around that under cover of night
we are to cross the pontoons aud charge the
enemy’s worky ; but we sleap soundly all night,
and awuke only at the first streaks of mur!lSng

We have orders to move, A staff officer is
delivering onlery to our colonel, who is surround-
ed by his staff. They press in toward the mes-
senger, standing immediately Lelow me as [ sit
on the bank, when the enemy gives us » moraing
salute, and the shell comes ricochetting over the
hill aud tumble« into a mad puddie about which
the gronp s gathered ; the mounted officers

eronch in thewr saddles and spur hastily away,
the foot oficers throw themselygs flat on theiy

.the blood becomes im

faoes into the mud ; the drummer-boy is bespat-
tered with mud and dirt; but fortunately the
shell does not exp'ode, or the readers of 8i.
Nicholas would never have heard how we got
our first shelling.

And now, “Fall in, men !"” and we are off on
a double-quick in a cloud of dust, smid the
rattle of cantesna aud tin cups, and the regular
flop, flop of cartridge boxes and bayonet-scab-
burds, pursued by the hot fire of the enemy's
batterics, for a long. hot, weary day’s march to
the extreme right of the army st Chancellors.
ville.—St. Nicholns.

VARIETIES.

. ." Look here, Matilda,” said a Galveston lady

to the colored servant, ‘ you sleen right close to
the chicken house, and you must have heard
those thieves stealing the chickens.” *¢ Yes,
ma’am, [ heerd de chickens holla, an heord de -
woices of de men.” ¢ Why didn’t you run out
then ?”” “ Case ma’am, (bursting into tears),
case [ knowed my ol 1 fadder wus out dar, and
I woulda't hab him know I’se lost confidence in
him, foah all de chickens in de world. If I had
gone out dare and kotched him, it would hab
broke his ole heart, and he would hab made me
tote de chickens home for him besides. He
done tole me day before dat he’s gwine to puil
dem chickens dat night.” Galveston News.

CoL. MacDoNALD, late Director of Public
Instruction at Madras, India, in a recent lec-
ture in London pointed out that in many werts
of India education was regarded as unvecoming
the modesty of the female sex ; inasmuch as it
facilitated intrigue, it was fit only for the pro-
fligate females who engaged in public danei
and singin‘;. In some districts no man wil
marry a girl who is able to read. At the existing
schools the great majority of the pupils never go
beyond the elementary stage of education, be-
canse Hindu girls leave school when they are
about eleven. Parents instead of paying fees,
expect to be bribed with presents of money and
clothes for their children, and require a stafl
of servants to be kept up to conduct them to
and from school. Because of the difference be-
tween the education of the English and Indian
women, although Eagland has been intimately
connected with India for 150 years, there is to-
day little social Intergourse hetween the natives
of that Empire, and the mother country.

PNEUMATIC BELL-CALL.—A system of pneu-
matic call-bells annunciators that has been in
use for some time in England has been recently
modified and improved for introduction into
America. It cousists essentially of a small bel.
lows, an air-tube, and a second bellows, that may
be used to strike a gong-bell or coutrol the disls
of an annunciator. The bellows, which is quite
small and intended to be operated by hand, is
closed hy pressure of the finger on a push-buttcn,
by palling & handle, or by pressing on a rubher
bag, that forms the tassel or end of & cord huay
from the wall. The closing of the bellows sends
an impulse of compressed air through a small
tube, and causes a circular bellows to expand.
At the end of this bellows is an upright roi
that'moves a segment of a geared wheel. A

smaller wheel to this segment moves with
it, and causes the hammer of a gong-bell to give
a series of rapid strokes. The gbelf #¢ chatters”

like an eleotric bell for a moment, and the pres-
sure being removed, the ringing mechanism
returns to its original pesition.by its own weight.
No clock-work or spring is required, all the
parts being self-acting, The invention, in its
svuent condition, seems likely to be of value in
b:ellings. small hotels, and on board steam-

ats.

“BHAHIND HER FAN.”
Beueath her fan nfdowny flaff,
“V‘R!‘%n on soft ugm %
pedaook feathers, e .eyed,
Caaght daiatily on efther shte, 4
The gay coquetts displays & paft ;
Two blue ayes pesp above the baff ;
Two pinky poutlug lips, . . . esongh!
That cougli maaa sarsly comd and hide
Behind berfan. . -
The barque of Hope is trim an1 tough,
So out I veutare ou the rough,
Uncertain sea of girlish pride.
A breeze ! 1 tack agxinst tha tide,—
Uaptare a kiss and catoh a cuff, -
Bebind ber fan, ~The Century

THE eloments of bone, brain and muscle, are
derived from the blood, which is the grand
natural source of vital energy, the motor of the
bodily organs. When the circulation becomes
impoverished in consequence of weak digestion
and imperfect assimilation of the food, which
should enrish it, avery balily fuvation flags and
the system grows feeble and disor tered. When
either from the de-
velopment of inherited seeds of disense, its con-
tamination by bile, or other canses, serious
maladies surely follow, A highly sceredited
r«medy for these evils is NorTHROP & LyMaN's'
VEGETABLE D1scOVERY AND DYspEPTIC CURE,
which eradicates imparities of the blood and
fertilizes it by promoting digestion and assimi-
lation. Moreover this fine alterative and stom-
achic exerts s specific action upon the liver,

healthfally stimulating that o toa rm-
ance of itx secretive gncy 'hr.g:n inwm and

expelling bile from the bload." It lkewise pos- = °

sesses diuretic and depurent propertiesof a high

order, renderiug the kidneys active and healthy,

and expelling #éom the ugten'?’ﬂm acrid- ele-

ments whioly ‘prodgde rheumatic pain.  Prics

$1.00. “Bottle 10 conts. . Ask for Nog-

'gﬂmp & Ly W ble Qiaepvrry-p?‘t:
speptic Cute , Tapits & fac.

{ their signatore, 1T -sbwdinine dowlors,




