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which, haid he been & child, wonld have called o
stamp. - : R o

o qan tived of being a link,” he says, petalant.
Iy ¢ Pwill not be a link wuy lunger it soundx
as il D were o high-class apet when-~in how
el time-o shall T sinnd apon my own merity 1
in how many months ~<years-—will you be glad
to sei me because T am J, and for no tulious
sevond reasons .

AL Y when 1 she echoes, playfudly’; and
o, with no further good-by, quietly eludes bim,
aned, slippiog through the gate and into” the
honse, disappears,

CHADTER X1,

The next doy is Sunday—-uluy 1o which Joan
has bigen Jooking forwand with some dread, as it
is 1o witness her début at the Hehmsley garrison
churelr, which her consins weekly frequent with
pions - regularity, winter and swinmer, come
rain, come shine.  For the first four Sundays of
her stay with them she Ll sueeeeded in avoilds
ing this ordeal : firstly, by abeaduche ; secondly,
by an astentaticnsly-displayed cold ; thirdly, hy
a wet day, and the plea of casily-spoiled empe’;
and, fourthly, by feigned overfatigne from o
long walk on the previous day, But this wem.
frgz wll these pretexts fail her. She has plainly
no cold, nor would it be possilde for any one
with such elenrly bright eyes and such delicate-
v healthy choiks to lay cluim o o headache.
It ix not raining, and she took no walk yester-
dav.

Three miles there and three back, and for
a1l that distance no mare shade than you could
cover with a penny-piccs. A hot May san
bevenly sturing, and 2 geaceless wind eatehing
up the dust inats spiteful hands, nod thrasting
it down your reluetant threat and into your
winking eyes.

They have reached the haven at length, and
are deposited in @ pew, three in a row ; Joan,
more in- accordance with their wishes than her
own, between her two cottsing, a pew with o
first-rbe prospect, From it one can see soldiers
in profile, soldiers in rear, soldiers in three.
quarter, . ‘

From the wmoment of their establishment in
the pew she is subject 1o an alternate nudging
amd Joud whispering into her reluctant ears
till the eotmnee of elergy and choir ecauses «
dight Il i the conversation.  FEvervbody
stauds up; in this position many new discov.
eries, s to who is in chinrch amd who is not, are
made.  The organ plays, the exhortation is
rend. By-and-by they reach the Litany. - With
face down sunk on ber slender black.elad hands,
Joan- iy joinivg. with were heart-felt earnest.
ness than ever- in Yer life beforein the congre.
itional ory of “ Gonod Lotsd deliver wet She
has a vague feeliug that-it is from Portland
Villa;, from  Bell, from little sordid trialy and
mean afliictions that she is begging to be'deliv-
ered. | As she so pitifully and yearningly prays,
she 1ifts - her fuce, and her sad . look wanders
By pownnid the strange, unfriendly chureh, and
aver the wany strnge, unfrivndvly faces—they
are $0 wany, and not ene fricil nmong themn

all;Her eves move indiffersntly, inattentively,

front one to the othér bn lackdustre survey, when
snddenly they stop, - and a little flasxh of clear
bright joy darta inte theirdalorous blue depths.

[a not that a friend who, se far sway, so als
miost out of sight, is leaning his sunshiny head
agaiiat n stoue pillar in abstract weditation or

sleept One can see nothing of him bat his |

bask < good, vigorous Hlat back-—and the satiny
sweep of his straight, brown locks it 'is Wolf-
crstan’? N csooner has she veesgnized “him
than ‘she stoaps again, and hides the cheeks
thnt” she feels. have grown swddeniy. warmly
pink, on her open pmyer-took; while nbove the
drone of the clergyman-and the nonotonous cho-
Fister voives 5111510;\!‘3 the beating of her own
loud heart. : o s )
S am too glad 7 she gnys to herselty shrink.
ing frightened from the unused sensation of joy
= Cmueh too glad. . Why should- T bet there
18 16 reason——none )

Anon she stoads another look. e has turned

hiy profile toward her and his rovingeye is wan-
dering over the bent heads of the kueeling wor-
shipers in evident search.  There ix no doabt
that it s he ;o that  broewl grey eve, bold and
mirthful, the cledr window to  such a goodly
prosperous houss, the ildeanpd. nostril,  the dd-
Lowaadr lips, the shorn squard ching o0
SO linre is no doubt that T am dreadfully glad,”
she saysto Horemorsefully, “and why in
Heaviai's naane should 1 be 2 v
“Noshe  resolutely and ruthiessly keeps her
eyes hididen ‘and averted from that plensant
sight, nor takes one other glanes,  That is, not
till < the . vory emd nototill--at  the - signal
of “thie: henedietion=-all,. ~bath wake
sleepfal, hinve sprung alertly to theiv feet, Then
she -lots her - looks stray hastily once again to
tHedistant pilhiv, - Has- hie " seon her 1 P'rob-
ubl‘)* not. o Hig part.of the climel is druim-tl“by
- akistant door, - Tle will probably depart with-

hoad,
480 mueh'the better

outeveér Thaving heen uwire of her weighbor-:

* she says, inwardly ;
i while_so: thinking, ‘her fingers fidgot
asily with: her prayer:hook. - 'Ful
i psell furtively w little on her toes -

. oing disgovered: lie
hieightand he F edu e
At lengthi-dt lengthi-in “the witke of many
reid tunics, they leave the church amd reach the
poreh, only to ind it fllled with o discomfited
“arowdl For the free’ of the oy is changad §
e brazen: gun, Unesickly glare, ave gongeeefs

‘minutes ago, Joan was r.'-;nlf'

wakeful and:

Sull ne she i)

incher| ‘
et laat 1 snys S Wolferstan,

Tedpe
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faceid by one giant miin-clond, which hax swept
over the sky and is angrily hurling its watery
load to_earthi ' the wind; Towered, bat ot vet
sunk; and still spiteful g ever, is- drifting the
hewvy drops* into” the faces  and” against the
Sunilay clothes of the shrinking towns-folk in
the porch. "

_Adoan’s eyes are diveeted-—not toward the lios.
tile weather--but toward the people still issuing
from the chureh. Alas! they have all ¢ome
fortle now 1 gven the galleries and organ-loft
ure ewptied, and he i3 not amonyg them. - Her
progoostic is fulfilled-<he has Jdeparted without
ever suspecting her nearness, As she so thinks,
with « private sigh, her attention and hor eyes

are hath recalled by a hasty, breathless voice in |

her var. It is Micky, who stands before her
with a large umbrela in his hand.

Y Miss Dering—you have no umbrella -1
saw that you had not—1 have been to fetch one
for you-—-sexton's house-sexton's wife-=hold it
over you-~no chanee of its clearing——set off at
onee '’ : o

¢4 My munt. has no winbrella either,” answers
Joan, coldly, shrinking back farther into the
shelter of the poreh,

“What does hie eare for that 7 says Mk,
Moberlpy,with a good-humored chuckie. “Never
minsd, my dear, Tam not sugar or galt either.”

*But Bell-Di-—the alpacus " eries Joan,
looking round  with - hasty wistfuluess, and
greedily snatching at the nearest excose.

“1am sorry that | ocaunet divide myself
and any umbrella by three!” says Micky,
Jovosely, “but, as 1 eannot, T must repeat iy

ver amind us!” says Diana stoieally,
winking away a very small tear, which had
been ealled into being by the eallous indiffer-
euce to her fate displayed by her old friend.
“ Heis quite right ; vou are of much more von-
si-qm'.m'.t"."

*Oet along with you ! says Mrs. Moberley,
heartily, givivg her a little friendly push, never
doubting that a compunetions delicacy is the
only metive for her meet's hanging back, *fwe
must take our chanee, and as to the alpacas—
why, vour erape would huy them over and over
again v

Thux urged and encouraged by her relatives,
what rematns for Joan to do but tostep out into
the large, resolute min under the wgis of the
sexton's wife's rominy wmbrella B She does it as
Ioathly as aoeat wounld., Up the - swimming
chureli-path, through the chureh-gite, out tute
the swimming road.

Throagh the bleak suburbs between  the
seaffolding poles and the forlorn ” brick-heags
they a e passing, when another noise mixes with
that of the rain and the wind in their ears. - A
noise of wheels coming up behind - them—some
happy person who has o carriage, anid presum-
ably hius not & Micky, bowling safely aud dryly
howe from church.  As the wheels come up
with them their noise ceases.  The happy per-
son_is apparentdy stopping beside them. In

quick wonder, just flavored with an unlikely |

hope, Joan Jooks round in time to see Wolfer-
stan throwing the meins  to his groom, and
Jutnping down outof his phaton into the mud ;
on his figure is « wet great-caut, and on his face
a rather displeased expression of ‘pleasure,

¢« Miss Dering, will you allow me to take you
home 7 at least, you will be able to keep. your-
sl drier-—may 1 help you in st ance 7 that is,

of course, unless ™ (with a slight sulky glanee at |

Mieky) ““you prefer walking.”

* s it Yikely 77 she answers, with a smile all
sunshine-not mixed with sunshine and rain
like his; ““am T quite’ a fish, to bé so fond of
the water 7" and 5o gives him her hand ; and
setting her light foot an the step springs gayly
in, leaving Micky unthanked. alone, with his
giant umbrella, in the wive, :

How one's point of - view changes! Five
to mmintain that
there were nearer four than three miles between
Helmsley and Portland Villa ; now she is pre-
pared toswear. that there are not maore than
fwo; und of - those two, ene, through her ill-
advised hasty striding. is already overpast.

"4 You never walked with me under. an um-

hrella 7 is Wolférstan's reproachful observation,

as thraugh the storm they merrily fly.

“* It was always fine weather when Uwas with
you,” replies Joan : nor, until she has uttered
it; does she see the double meaning of the an-

-swer,

S What a pace . you must have walked at !”
voutinnes the young man, still chating ; °* whose'
fault was that—yours or his ¥’

S Mine" L

“ You must have rmu.”

<1 didd nearly™

1 should ‘huve overtnken you long age,”
says Anthony, withan air of irritation, *‘ enly
[ was fool enough ta wait at the church—-1 for-
got-ull ahout: that other:door.” '

"4 Ygou saw me in church, then !”

SYes, but not till the sermon ".(in an ag-
grieved voice), i S
CL 4 AL U T saw you in the Litany 7. (with a soft
tone of superiority), R

Tlow quickly the horse is trotting ! At this
rto in five minutes they will  be at: Porland
gate; How smartly they pass- through ' the

“slackening rain, while the boisterous wind sings

‘with, uneouth jlpllity in their ears !

“What “wlong time it-seems. [was here
*’Rns‘cn‘lly, tooking af-
feetionately at - the wet  May gardens. in the

] s-nt the roadside trees——at: the flat green

fields. .
actly a wmonth-—four wee
apswers Jonn:

ks yesterday,”
- Then, seeing ‘on his face more

complacency at  the acenracy of her memory
than she thinks either wholesome or desirable,
she “hastens: to" add - *“ [ have .a wonderful
memory for small incidents ; it is a month since
you were: here s three weeks since the  piano-
tuner; ten days since the sweeps.”.

The complicency disappears as she had meant
it. The greatest coxcomb exinnot be too wmuch
exalted by being bracketed with a piano-tuner
and sweeps, , ~

*“ Four - weeks, instead of the -one that |
meant,’” reflectively, - ‘“Do you know why it
hus been four weeks instead of one ?” L

“Yes,” she answers, sedately, *“T kuow.”

“Why

¢ Beennse you were better wmused where you
were” )

He shakes his head.

“ Wrong. " No, but that [ was very much
amused too,” he adds, conscientiously ;. ¢ for
the yuatter of that, T mostly am.. For my part ™
(with a light laughy, ¢ I should like to live for-
‘ever 5 the longer my innings are the better 1
-shall be pleased ; but that was not the reason.”

Shie is silent.

“ Why do not you usk me what it was 7 he
asks in o sort of a pet—<‘ when you see § am
longing to be questioned ! You night have the
civility to oblige me.”

“ Suppose [ <o not care to hear 1” she savs
with a small, fine smile.

“Then you onght o care,” he answers,
gavly. .

They have reached the gate, through the bars
of . which six black refranssé faces are gravely
regarding themi.  ‘The rain has ceased, the great
sun is  blithely shouldering aside the sulky
clonds, the. gutters run less madly down the
road, the stooped Howers and the Tashed grasses
begin to think of raising themselves agam.

“ See how fine it is,” says Wolferstan, direct-
ing her attention to the young laugh which is
beginning to break out over earth’s face. ““Why
may not welengthen a little our diive 2

“On the other hand, why should we ' she
AUSWETS.

There is that in her voice which makes him
feel that furthir pressing would be useless ; her
tone is so low that it is almost drowned by the
voices of the dogs, who by this time have issued
from the gate, and, thankful for anything
which is likely to disperse the enau? attendant
on Sunday, are giving a hideous ount-door con-
cirt round the ill-starred vehicle.

In silence Wolferstan lifts his voung com-
panion down to earth. He is following her
into the house.  Becoming aware of his inten-
! tion, she turns and faees him., :

P 4" You are coming in 77 she says, doubtiully,
: standing in the gateway as'if to hinder his en-
! trance: ’ e o

““1 think s0,”” he unswers, modestly’; *“am
I not 2" i
¢ For an instant she stauds irresolute 5 the hHluft
i wind making ber heavy wown and her lithe
: body sway a little, like a tall, pale flower, and

1
! eheoks. Then she speaks.
oo von like, aud on one conditivn.,”
'; “What condition "' (daughing); ““ that it is
" the last offense of the kind
i~ ““No, not that.”
i **What then 7 .
i You nay come,” she suys, tirning her very
{ much-in-carnest eyes and her face swept by a
ereat carnution flnsh to his, ““oncondition that
you proniise not to stay to luncheon.”
He looked surprised. ’
‘1 promise.’’
¢ However much they may press you
“Yes -
¢ Not  pic-criast  promise-—mind—a
solemu, Dinding oath
¢ A real, solerin, binding oath '
She dimws a long breath of reliel.
¢ Then you may come and welcome !
He awghs dryly.
“You are very hospitable ¥
“ 1t is the tracst haspitality !

real,

" she dnswers,

CHAPTER X111, )

The drawing-room is undoubtedly uuchguged
since belore: she went  to chureh, but yet it
seems to her a far tawdrier little desert than
it did then; the woolly antimacassar more
faded, the spar: Bohemian glass more flimsily
gimerack, the dust on.’the  carpet a fathom
deeper. She sits dejectedly down'on the musie-
stool. - After all. though-the musie:stool gives
one sonie frights, it is*really morm’ deépendable
thaw wost of the othier chairs. - He stauds on
the hearth-rug-racking his brains for something
complimentary, and at the snme time not tlag-
mngy untruthiul, to say about. theé apartment.
*This is vour only sitting-room, then " in'u.
voice ” out of which he tries: tokeep the dis-
guised surptise.’ ‘ .
“The only one.” . ,
T You all st in. it always - 3,
the two Misses Moberley, and you t
“¥es ' Pt

“ 1 I'eame T should find you «ll ‘here ¥
€ YL‘S.”' ; - B . L

Aldittle pause; Wollerstan’s ‘eyes uncomfort-
ably taking-in the full ‘meanness, threadbare-

Mobearley,

low and almost: awe-strnek key it o
¢ Every day and-all day for thé lasi -month,
auid ‘every-day and all dav for: the next month,
and-the:month after that, and  the month after
that again—~"'"" ) N S
¢ Not all-day,’” she interrupts, gently ; some-
times——often'~Lsit in my bedroom™ - 7

I« this to go on forever 2

‘that now saves me {rom being_ever too. disrnal.’t:

the blood sending erimson messages up into her |

ness of - the little room. - Then he speaks, ina |

not to soil by squeezing,

“Nothinq‘" goes on forover,” ‘she anis vers
gravely, 41t is this . thouglit that I think
would keep me from leing ever. too: glad; ‘aud

He has thrown himself on- the little sofn, and,” .
with head down-bent and hands thrust discon:

solutely through hiy hair, is staring blankly at .

the carpet. S :
-*¢ Sometimes,” eontinues Joan, in her soft,.

and - voice, while her “eyes  Wwander idly“out. "

thirough’the window to the grass-plot, and the
hedge ablaze in. new green ‘in" the stormy sun-- =
shine—*¢ sometimes 17 wish-that [ had come . -
here long ago, when ' was a'child.. Sometimes
one scems old at twenty ;' to change all one’s

likes and dislikes ; all ones points of view and

habits of thought ; but then, again” (shaking

her head slowly), I think that—mno, it ia best-
as it is; T have those years always to the good 5
they are iny honey that 1 live upon wow in this

my. winter.” : e

THE GLEANER.

Tre Halian Government has forbidden Henri -
Rochefort to live in Italy. :
I'r is ordered that the words, ** Victoria,
FEmpress,” be substituted for ¢ Vietoria, Queen,”

on the Indian coinage.

Tuerr were sold in Paris for New Year's
Day cousumption 50,000 head of poultry,
20,000 patés de fole gras, 550,000 lobsters, and:
70,000 oysters. :

[N Paris the weather has not been so mild as
at present for pearly a century. The famous
chestnut tree in the Tuilleries Ganden has al-
ready green buds upon it.

A MoNsTER baroweter has been erected in the
Paris Central Markets. 1t may be said to rule
prices; for, when the hands’ point to raim,
meat, fish, gane, &e., are sold at an immense
Sacrifice, as they would not keep, .

Mu. Epwarp JEXRINg, the member for Dun-
dee, is in such a critical state of health that his
medieal advisers have given ‘him uotice-that
residenes 1o the south of Franee for the next
three months must be endured if he wishes to
shake off what at present has all the apprearance
of an insidious and Jaugerous illness.

JEAN Foruxiar, the soldier who seized Louis
Napoleon in 13836, during his attempt o seduce
the army of - Strasbourg from their allegiance,
died lately.  The Prinee otfered kim protmotion,
aoney, u cross, and a pension, but Fournial re-
plied only by keeping his bavonet pointed at
his prisoner’s breast until others <ane to secure
him. :

M. Girrarn, the eelebrated acronaut, is cou- .
structing a small steamboat for service from
Pont Royal, Paris, to the Exposition Grounds,
a distance of three miles. . The steamer is de-
signed to vealize the velocity of 43 miles per
hour, and to yan the course mentioned in four
or five minutes,  She will be 80 feet long and..
10 feet wide: )

Tris nnder contemplation to break up a very
historical vessel at Sheerness, a vessel that did
good servive for his Majesty King James 11,
in helping  him to escape - fiore England to
France. This vessel fur many years past has

1 beenr used ws a Government lighter at Shecruess,
i and oceasionally as u landing stage for the &rent

Euasterw steaship, It has been parched many
times, Thevessel is named the Rowval Escoge.
Wags the Marquis of Salisbury first went te
Constantinople, 1}10 Tarks, believing - he had
come to deliver them from Muscovite elutehlies,
called him #¢ Tehal supargi”—the “new hroow.”
Now that they find he echoes the sentiments of |
their enemies, they term him - Salt Boureu” -~
“only a trumpet.” As for General Tgnafiefl, he
is knownas ** Inad-Effendi’or the ** obstinate -
gentleman,” :

SCIENTIFIC.

Dr. Prrerydasy has been notitied that the
Portuguese Government has approprinted 100,000 to
aid the propused great seientific expedition for the ex-
ploration - of Ceutral Afriva. “The expedition is ore
guoized and will start without lelay Jor the Congn
river, . B

Meo Mexier has-invented a new contrivance
fur the stecring of balloons. " 'T'he ‘mechauizm i3 placed

‘behind the oary dand by elever arrungement of network

aets upon a-belt which encireles the bedy of the batioan,
extending about four or five cdegrees above and below
a horizontul plane throngh its centré—its equator, so to
say. - The rudder is plane, dnd can be used s a sail
The. ballnous are suid ‘o wove obitquely upwards and
downwants and nlso sideways, aecording o the position
of the rudder, . -

ACORRESLONDENT of  the Eaglish Mechanic
fusists that musical sounds stimalaie the  growth of
plants, He gives ao fustance ju poiat, - In o barren séc-

Stion of JPortugnl he built 8 small eonservatory, ami en-

deavored to eultivate roses and’ other dowers mler
shelter, but in spite of his precantions und imdustry, they
did not. flourdsh,” Ove day he took” o hanmonium inta
the grevnhonse, wnd - played. for severad hours, The
practice” hy inintsined for séveral months, sl was sur-
prisedito see u gradunl bat rapid recovery of eatth on
the part of bis plunts, " He attributes their impravement
ta the Tuttuence of music, and anfolls the theory that
the stuging of binds is conducive tv vegetable dife, -

" FASHION NOTES.

CTHE new glove; Je gant Beatriéisis warrshited

TAMONG the most reclierché; of . Paris noveltics
i&'the bouquet fan, amarvel of delicute work and ma-
chisnisal ingenuity, ac it ciin heedte at the cunving pat)
of a silken string o beantiful’ bongnet ar o tiny fiun of |

Hawers, . - :




