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~less.than trifling, for it is simply the tmmug to useful [mr-
poscs lands that are now idie and non-productive.

No. 28.—PIERRE FORTIN, ESQ., M D.

Dr. Fortin was first returned to Parlinment at:the last
general clection, so that his Parliamentary carcer is a very
Drief one. The electars of (uhpo commissioned him, by ac-
clamation, to vepresent them in the Legislative As Qcmh.v as
well as in the House of Commons ; and in the lattar he has
iooked after the interests which chictly concern his consti-
tuents, shipping and the fisheries, with o zealous fidelity that
has tully proved the wisdom of their choice.  He is the son of
tho late M. Fortin, of Laprairie, and a graduate of McGill
Colicgo University, where he took his degree of M. D, in
1545, In 1832 he \m\ nmmmtul Stipendiary Magistrate for
the protection of the fisheries in the gulf of the St. Lawrence,
and as sueh commanded the Government schooner # La Cana-
dienne™ from that time until the Union. e has shewn great
activity in promoting the interests of the fishermen, and has
also securad every session the appointment of a Committee of
the House on the subjeet of navigation, e, Fortin is chair-
man of this Commiitee, the labours of which in collecting re-
liable data for the guidance of the Government in promoting
the development of this important industry cannot fail to be
productive of good.  He also takes every opportunity of urg-
ing the establishment of schools of navigation at all the lead-
ing ports, in order that the seafaring population of the Dom-
inion may reccive a nautical trnining. These and other kindred
subjects bring him not unfrequently to his feet in the House,
and in the brief speeches he makes, he exhibits conside table
facility in the ase of English, and doulitless uses his mother
tonwuu with still greater ﬂucnm‘

PRI bENTAT_[ON PLAT]*.

In the Press and will shortly be distributed to all paid.
up Subscribers for one year to the

“CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS”

A Leggetyped Copy of Lerevrs’s Splendid Engraving of
Corzeggio’s celebrated Painting (the original of which is
now in the Dresden Gallery) entitled,

CTTHE NATIVITY.”

It will be printed on a large sheet of fine plate paper,
the exact size of the Engraving being 14 by 19 inches,
and care will be taken to make it in every respect as
atiractive and artistic as the original. All parties sub.
scribing to the Necs, and paving for one year, any time
before the {irst of July next, will be entitled o a copy of
this magnificent Plate, the 'mlue of which may be inferred
from the fact that the Engraving, of which it is a_russimile
sells in New York at ten dollars per copy.

Montreal, 26th March, 1870.

‘\D'l IC‘ TO ’lHl’ P JBLIC.

Tuk public are hereby notified that ail loeal canvassers
for subseriptions to the Canalian Iilustraled Newsare duly
prov.‘.t A with a written authorization from the under.
signed, or his general agent, Mr. A. I’ Moniv, No pay-
to unauthorized canvaszers will be recognized nt
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It is undoubtedly desirable that uniformity should pre.
vail throughout the Dominion in the laws regulating trade
and transactions between individuals, Yet the Constitu.
tion has made an important exception in favour of the
Provinces, with respect to ‘Property and Civil Rights ;"
and though it has empowered the (Jeneral Government to

egislate upon “interest,” and therefore, as far as the law
can, 1o regulate the price to be paid for the use of money,
it docs seem, with the antagonism of feeling existing upon
the subject between the Provinces, that it'would be an

~act-of wisdom on the part of the Dominion Legislature to

-forego its undoubted prerogative in respect of this subject
for the present.

The work of assimilation must of neces-

i which his stipulated rate would not

‘continued toleration of the diversities with wmeh each of

stt) bo slow to hurry it on too fast woul(l only provoko
antagonism in feeling which would bo mull} moroe dotri-
mental to the harmonious working of the Union than the
moere existence of difterent local laws on o matter that,
after all, has more of a local than a general importanco,
It matters comparatively little in Nova Scotia whether the
law allows tho londer of money in Ontario to accept what.
ever rato tho borrowaer is willing to pay him; but it would
matter a very great deal to Nova Scotin, il the freedom
to Ontarie wore imposed

in money so satisfactory
upon Nova Scotin, where it would be distasteful to

tho feclings ol the people. New Bruuswick and Nova
Scotia have their own usury lnws; Quebee and Ontario
havo the old Provincial Canadian Statute in force; and
it may be readily understood that a Government, desirous
of harmonising the usages and assimilating the laws of all
tho Provinces, would seck tosweep away theso ditferent Inws
by the substitution of one general enactment, applicable
to the whole Dominion. It is also o fact that the existing
Canadian law is not approved by a majority of tho repre-
sentatives of Quebee, though it may be inferred that their
ohjections are theoretieal, rather than practical; for, after
a careful reading of all the debates in Parliament on the
subject, wo have been unable to dotect a single case of
hardship, resulting from the existing law, that the proposed
changes would prevent. IHowever, it was avowedly to

effect uniformity that the Lill to regulate the rto of in.
terest was introduced by the Government.

The Ministerial intention, so fur as the general principlo |
is concerned, was no doubt good: but uniformity, hike |
many other things, good in themselves, may be purchased !
at too high a price. Fven in respact of the currency, (a i
far more important matter than the rate of interest) 1110
little Province of Nova Scotin has been permitted to stand
out against the rest of the Dominion, in deference
to the strong feeling of its  people: and the
question of interest, which any law ean but imperfectly
regulate at the best, may as well be left in the same posi. |
tion, at least for a time.  The fact i that the
which it was proposed to obtain uniformity in this parti.
cular were radically wrong; they fixed an interest limit
¢o high that every advocate of a usury law must regard it
as usurious, and the only penaliy for exacting a lng.;hcr.’
rate was the mere forfeliure of the excess. The latter
provision would afford no protection to the selyent bhor.
rower, becauss he would be obliged to pay whatever he
ngreed upon in order to preserve his cradit; and it would
Le a positive oppression upon any bhorrower falling in
arrears, becauze the lender—to save himself—must at
once foreclose, or run the risk of losing his higherinterest,
Most men having lent their money for interest are willing -
to forego its use so long as the interest is paid and the
security is good for the principal.  But when the lender !
knows that the first default may lead to a lawsuit,

terms on |

in!
be recoverable,
everyone must sce that he would lose no time in enforcing |
the payment of the principal at whatever sacrifice to the |
unfortunate borrower; and no one needs to be told that |
money is generally lent on such terms that the first Jdw- !
fault makes the whole sum due. As 1o the provision
against excessive interest it can scarcely be said, there. |
fore, that the bill favoured the borrower; while ns to the :
leg 11 rate it would, as originally introduced at & per cent.,
hnve materinlly m.}urcr,l him in the Maritime Provinces
where a lower rate is now fixed by law, without conferring
any additional benefits upon his ¢lass in the Provinees (:f'
Quebee and Ontario.

This much as to the principle of the proposcd compro.
mise, which, as shewn by the action of Parlinment,
plainly distasteful to the country. Ontario ol._joctod be-
cause of the proposed restrictions; the Maritime Irovinces
because of the usurious rate which the bill would legalise.
Now such a compromise as proves mutually offensive to
the majority of both the parties to the diverse systems
sought to be harmonised, i3 surely less desicy sle than the

waN

the parties concerned are mutually satisfied. It may be
said that our proposition, carried to its legical conclusion,
ought to recognise the propriety of the Province of Quebec
“ | having its own law of interest, because it is alleged to dis-
approve the existing statute; but Quebee is at least no
worse off in this particular now than it was before the
Union; whereas the forcing through of the interest bill
iin its original shape would have been an offence to three
out of the four Provinces.

1t is needless to speak of the interest bill as amended
on Saturday night, for it has been doctored to death. 1In
fact we have only quoted it as an instance of the danger
of making too much haste in the work of assimilation,
While the (Government ought undoubtedly to promote
uniformity in the -law as far as poseible, there will he
nothing lost to the country by waiting patiently for that
harmeny of public sentiment which alone will make such
uniformity respected. There is evidently much prelimin-

i his first arrival in Canadain 1852

; ent,

s feting in favenr of
'llispuw\l of his interest ju the
CChamberling and at the

Ceemiese in Parlinanent, ke his corcer
C Dby unvompromising hestility

Cage, he was indused, at the instanee of Sirdobin AL Mas
Do oacrept that office,

Cintredured reforms in
Csavings to the extent of twenty

S his term of oities

Seeanosiny,
Cmature death of M Ferres,

;spites antd batreds with whivh we have bren v
Canaln,
Pmoee bitter than tirse betwoen the sabjret of this noties
Cthe Hon,

foro tho Provinaos ulrondy within tho Domhion, and the |
new communities yot to bo blought in, can'bo so harmon:

ised na toaceept nll mensuros of n general charactor with.
oul referonce to provious looal laws or ustnges  In many
countries diverse local laws have existed for centuries,
and though the governing bodies have invariab! Y .strlvcn
after uniformity, and sometimes struggled for contraliza.
tion, yob tho most powerful and tho least deferential to
the popular will, have been compelled betimes (o pause
in tho work, ‘m-l not only tu stay their Linds, but ac.

asionally to retrace their steps.  Tn the peculiar position
of Canade, tho central government will net wiscly hy
deferring to tho strong Provincial feeling on certain
questions of general policy; and the larger Provinces
will in tho end prolit by astudious regard for the interests
and oven the prejudices of the amaller,

OBITUARY.
W JAMES MOIT FERuIES

On "Thuesdny of last week Mre. James Moir Foerres, Wanden
of the Kingston Penitentiary, died, at the sge of 57, He Lad
been suflering for some time, and the discase, cancer in the
stomach, was one which is noet disposed o yicld to romedial
measures,  He Tenves ) wife and o large fnmily to mourn Lis
loss.
Mr.,

other prominent Ncotsman, s

Fuerres was o native of Abeploen, and like nhinost every

tms to have bech utterly slesti-

Dtule of those eautivus, canay qualities of which the poputar

n
t, e entered en the doties of

notion is that the Scotch chameter is mainly made up.

[ Sehool Teacher, and subrequently became connected with the
D Press, through hiy contributions to o journal published in the

County of Misstsguoel.  Afterwands he was conneeted as n
writer with the Montreal Hera?d, and in 1845 becnme the
Paditor aued DProprictor of the Mantreal Guoetrr] having purs

cehpged the plant and goed will of the business from thie Late
M.

Abrabiam.  These were thnes of stovnyg political exeites

and 17 M Ferres was trae 0 ki nastgee b 10 nol s
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thananmd dellars o year: bt
v hoether this

Tt is sabd that ng Wandin NMr.
which hinve

way entirely ton brief to prove

wag peenng-wide and pound-foalish polivy, or rneal practiond

Thiz questivon s ow lest fts interest i the pre-
He wasa man with poany hitter
we trust oy,

-nemivsand ns many, fast Givuds,  OF all the

famsilias in

and we have heard of many, there have been nene

avied
nutrotherly
of

ween bt this
anta; the
their natures—their stabborn uncompromising individaalism,
“ V. Foerres

the
Hacoverable in

{ivorue Brown; amd

rouism is andoubtediy similarity

which brookaed not opposition foom any quarter.
wns undonbtedly a man of stromny feeling—a Seolsmian of
strong prejudiee, iT you will——hat he wad neither heartless nor
eruasl. A Kindly eritic says he was possessed of ¢ almoest two
natures—one that hie presentad to bis friends and associates,
‘he other that he prosentad to his snemies, renl or snpposeld.”
This is not remarkable so Tong as the conflict of hnman pas-
giona goes on, the same remark will be more or less true of
most men. It may nt least be said of Me, Ferres, that if he
provaked the cordinl hatred of hisopponents, he won the last-
ing esteem of his friends; in the social and the family circle
he was always an numclivc centre, and in hig ofiieinl contact
with his nssocintes and the unfortunates over whom he and
they were placed, he won golden opinions from all. To his
friendg throughout life, he wns in every sense of the word o
true man; and his o;)puncnts always foundd him an honourelhle,
beeause an undisguised foe, 1ig remaing were brought to

Lachine nnd buried in Montreal on Sunday last.

NDANIEL MPOUGALL,

An old native Upper Canadisn, Me.
died at St Mary's, Ont, on the 23rd inst.
John \lvcl)our.znll a Seotsman, who served in the
missnrint’ clnrmg the Ameriean revolutionnry war, and at s
conclusion, as one of the United Empive Loynlists, teok up Lis

residence in Nova Scolin, and subsequently rinnoved to York
(now Toronte) in Uppe Canada, where Daniel MeDougall
wag born in 1796G;

ME.

Daniel McDougall

yritish Cow-

Tho Iate Mr.

ary work {0 be done, and long waiting to be endured, bo-

the allotted period of three-score and ten,

1Tz was the son of

he had, therefore, exceeded by four years .
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