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with especial honor, those who would not change the religion of their

fathers without mature deliberation and patient investigation of the
declarations, and precepts, and doctrines of the infallible oracles of
God, And verily we do believe in this our day, that every humble,
Datient, and supplicating searcher after the truth as it is in Jesus,
shal), by the grace of God, come to the knowledge of that truth;
Or if an inscrutable and all-wise Providence see fit to ordain otherwise,
tuch 3 one will be judged according to that ke hatk, and not accord-
ng to that he hath not.

. When therefore it becomes evident that a change from paternal
Views of religion is not the result of caprice, ignorance, fanaticism, or
Interestedness, but, on the contrary, of mature delgb.eratlon, patient
'nvestigation, and sound conviction that the new religion about to be
®mbraced is more in consonance with the word of God than the here-
d‘ta!’y religion about to be abjured ; when to this may be added that
8uch g change, so far from advancing worldly interests, or incredsing
¥orldly comforts, will, on the contrary, draw down contempt, hatred,
Persecution, from an infuriated party, or a vindictive hierarchy,—may
Perhaps expose to be wounded in the houses of . friends, involving a sa-
trifice of some of the strongest and dearest feelings of our nature ;—

€n we can no longer doubt the sincerity or judgment of the convert ;
Yeare bound to believe that he loveth mot parents or children, or

Tethren, or lands, or houses, or his own life in comparison of Christ 3
3nd we throw open our arms to embrace him as a brother, and to hail

8reception into the bosom of that church which both from hereditary
‘Sttachment, and also from personal conviction, we conceive to -be

&lorious withim without any fanatical rejection of the outward
cl"”ling of wrought gold.

We have naturally been led into this train of reflections, from the
SOnsideration of the very remarkable subject which forms the title of

U8 article. i
¢, ~oor Ireland ! some of our earliest and warmest friendships were
‘:flned with thy high-minded sons. ‘Thy genius—thy spirit hath sup-

Plied oyr libraries with authors, our. army with heroes, our 5’{3,“‘;]“’
fal' orators, and our cabinet with statesmen! Thou alone ountacc
oo 20d smiling dominions of Great Britain appearest by s e
duntable fatality to be excluded from participating in the gene D af(’l'
I{{;’ess towards the security of which thyself hast so amply contributed.
o2 8hall ever feel an affectionate and lively interest in all that con-
™s thy welfare! Would to God it were in our humble power to
2romote i | Theorising politicians fmagine that catholic emancipa-
D (asitisstyled in their misnaming vocabulary) would prove a pa-
cea for all thy maladies! What care the inhabitants of a cabin, con-
with buttermilk and potatoes, concerning .the gglden .drea.ms

o mbition ?  Will the total removal of all religious disqualification

3 seat in the cabinet-council of tho king, or the grand council of



