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Tiis number of Tnrk CiRisTIAN begins its soventh
volume, It has now been six years befure the
public, and it appears to be tho will of the Lord
that it should still live and prosper. For this wo
are thankful to the Giver of all good.

Tho difficuliies of publishing a religious paper
in a amall community have beon 20 keenfy felt by
all engaged in each an enterprise that compara-
tivoly few of such papers have lived over o fow
years.

The following objects in starting Tnr CHRISTIAN
have been kept before the minds of its conductors,
viz.: To muke it plain to the reador that the Gos.
pol systom given by Jesus Christ to the Apostles,
for all the world is perfect and has in 1t all that
the world nceda. That a man can bo a Christian
without being anything else and a church can bs s
church of Christ without being anything else.
And that the union of all that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity is practicable as well as desira-
ble. This Tie CuriSTIAN has advocatod. It has
also endeavored to fostor in the mind of the reader
a love for the Bible and a desiro to study it. Bible
themes have beeu constantly kept beforo the reader
to_induce him to prove all things and hold fast
that which is good. Tue CHRIsSTIAN has Jabored
to stir up a spirit of Christian liberality in support-
ing tho cause of Him who gave Himsolf for us and
to foster a desire in the minds of all to be ready
for every good work. It has also sought to pro-
mote peace and love among the Disciples of Christ
as well as a love for all men. His disciples are
urged by the Saviour as well as by evory motive of
His holy religion to love one another. Knowing
how easy it is to find fault with each other it has
been an objoect to guard against so unlovable and
ruinous a spirit,

Will the friends of Jesus assist in this work?
1st. By writing for Tne CHRISTIAN. 2nd. By cir-
culating it among the people, and last but not loast
by earnest prayer to God that it may be kept from
evil and prove a blessing i.. spreading the truth of
the Gospol.

EDITORIAL.

PAUL'S URGENT APPRAL TO HI3 ROMAN BRETHREN,

——

*Now, T beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus’
sake and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together
with mo in your prayers to (ied for me, that I may be
delivered from them that de not belisve in Jesus, and
that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be
accepted of the saints thot T may come unto by tho will
of God and may with you be rofreshed. {Rom. xv,
30, 31, 32,)

This passage awakens mauy useful thoughts on
the subject of prayer. It shows that Christians
have the great privilego of asking of Gad what
they nced and what is according to His will,
Although God conld if it pleased Him bestow His
blessings on His people without their praying for
them, yet Ho has graciously chosen to bo inquired
of by tho house of Isracl to do it for them.
(Bzel. xxxvi. 87.) To invito His peoplo to como
boldly to a throne of grace to ask and obtain His

favor through Jesus Christ is God's wey of bestow-.

ing Hie blossings and also removing from them the

tion wheroby thoy cry, Abba Father.
small privilege thus to approach tho wne God
through the one mediator betweon God and man,
the man Christ Jesus, He has both tho nature of
God and mar, and as such stands between the two.
He is our brother, and by the blood of His Croes
he reconciles us to God, and being reconciled we
draw nigh to God by Iis loving mediation. To re-
ceive God’s gifts in this way is much bettor than to
recoive them witheut prayer, as it purifies and
olevates the creature to thus commnune with the
Creator, and it honors tho Father and the Son and
tho Holy Spirit,

[t i8 true now as in the Apustle’s day that we
know not what wo shovld pray for as wo ought,
and while we ask the Lord to teach us how to pray
it is well that He has given us so much instruction
both in what fle said and what He did Himsolf to
guide us in tho matter. Ho tells us how to regard
men when wo pray. 1If ye have aught against any
man forgive him. Ho tolls us how to regard God.
DBetieve that ye receive these things that ye ask of Him,
and ye shall have them. Ho taught that men
should always pray and not faint, that they shonld
ask the things thoy know to be right, and nover
cease asking till they receive them. Ho apent the
whole night in prayer to God. But this was in
private.  We never hear of Him making long
prayors in the hearing of othera. The Phariscos
made long prayers before men. Tho heathen
thought they would be heard for their much
speaking. Jesus condemned both and charged His
people nat to be liko them. To hear 4 long prayer
from one that leads others does not stir np the
spirit of prayor, but kills it, because it generally
indicates colduess and formality instoad of warmth
and earnest pleading. *‘When we remember that
God is in Heavon and we on earth our words
should be few and well ordored.”

Wo should not rush unthinkingly into the pro-
sence of God, but romoember how solomn it is to
speak to the Searcher of all hoarts. Wo should
know what tho things are which we want beforo

we ask them and have faith and hope fixod on
them. We will notice

HOW PAUL URGED IIIS SRETIIREN HERE,

Ho besought them for the Lord Jesus’ sake
and for the love of the Spirit. It was customary
for him to earnestly seek the prayers of the brothren
for hitself and his grand work. The majesty and
glory of his work in preaching among the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ on the one hand and
his own weakness bn tho other caused him often to
oxclaim, “ Who is suflicient for these things 1 and
while the ouly answer that could eatisfy him was
* Our suficiency is of God,” he sought tho prayers
of tho brethren to mingle with his own before the
throue, None of thase he addressed held so high
& position as he did, being an Ambassador of
Christ, but they all were kings and priests to God,
and he was glad to have their united prayors for
himself and work. Thus he asks tho Ephesians,
‘ Pray for me that utterance may be given unto me
that I may open my mouth boldly to make known
the mystory of thoe Gospel,” &e. (vi. 19.) Aud
tho Colossians ‘““withal praying also for us that God
would open unto us a door of utterance to spoak
the mystery of Christ,” &c, (iv. 3). And to the
Thessaloniavs, ** Brethren, pray for us.” (1 Thes.
v. 25, and II Thes. iii. 1.) “‘Finally, brothren, pray
for us that the word of the Lord miay have freo
course and be glorificd oven as it is with you.
And that we may bo delivered from unreasonable
and wicked men,” &e.

So wo learn that it was common for Paul to
dosire the prayers of the brethren. In this ca8o,
howover, there is a more earnest and emphatic
appeal. I besecack you, therofore, brothron, for
the Lord Jesus’ sake and for the love of the Spirit,»
Why %0 vory urgeutly besecech them on this point!

to forget in their prayers the men that are engaged
in preaching the Gospel than they are to foraet
othor porsons and things for which they ought to
pray, and that Paul and bis follow-laborers were
not an exception. This scems to account for the
oarnostnoss of the appeal,

When churches ongago men to devote their
energies in proaching the Gospel they aro apt to
fovgot theso mon in their prayors. This does not
always ariso from want of affection for the prescher
or an interest in his work, They ave glad whon
he is successful and grieved whon his labur seems
a failure. But it arises from our aptitudo to trust
in men rathor than in Gud. Churchos want olo-
quent preachera, men of grand utterance, who will
draw the people, draw them first to moeting, then
draw them to Christ. YFho is it that gives men
utterance, gives them power to draw the pooplo?
Is it not God? And why should we hope for so
much from men and so little from Him? Dues Heo
not cheose the weak things of the world v cun-
found the things that are mighty? Can any man
come unto Jesus without the Fathor who hath
sent him draw Himn? Xxporionce shows that it is
not thoso who are acenunted the greateat preachers
who ave most succassful in winufng souls and
building up the church. God alono knows how
many faithful preachers, who feel insufficiont for
tho ureat work and ure crushed with opposition
and discouragement, would rejoice and be glad to
know that their brothren wore sympathizing with
them and earnestly praying for them that utter-
ance might be granted to them and that the word
of God might have free courae and be glorified in
their field of labor. Such men can enter ints the
urgency of Paul's appenl to the brethren at Rome,

We next consider

HOW PAUL WANTED THEM TO PRAY.

““ That ye strive togethar with me in your prayers to
God for me. Strifo scoms a strango concomitant
oi prayer, yot thuy often wont together. There
are times when every thing and every porson
scem to frown upon tho child of God as if deter-
mined to drive him from the throne of grace, and
he mnust either strive in prayer or not pray at all.
Jacob strove in prayer when he wrestled with the
angel who was about to throw him off as the day
was breaking. When the blind beggar was oharged
to hold his peace he cried so much the more
' Thou Son of David havo mercy on me.” The
woman of Canaan strove in prayer for her daugh-
ter when sho was again and again repulsed, till at
length Jesus exclaimed, ** Oh, woman, great is
thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt.”
Paul and Silas had what tried their faith at
Philippi.  Day aftor day they preached the Gospel
without & soul manifesting the least interest in
them or tho Gospel, excopt the maid possessed
with a spirit of divination, who cried that these
men showed the way of salvation. In grief Paul
expolled the spirit, and for so doing was falsely
charged of crime and was, without trial, beaten
with many stripes. When the jailor received the
dreadful charge to keop him and Silas safely and
thrust them into tho inner prison, and made their
feet fast in the stocks, they wrestled with tho rulors
of the darkuess of this world and strove in prayer
at midnight. They wero more than conquerors
through Him that loved them, and before the. sun
aroso that was to witness their exccution thero
was joy among tho angels of God over a whole
household of sinners that reponted. Paul ear-
nestly desired that his brethron, whose faith raised
them above all the discouragemonts of earth,
should strive togothor with him in their prayers to
God for him,

But Psul made the matter very clesr to his
brethren by stating very distinotly



