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not calculatod to reaoh the hoart. Tho samo do.
nominations are at work to-day making proposais
for Christian unity, and I do not think I can bc
charged with bigotry if I say they want to do it
thoir own way, as the following will show. In
December, 1885, an essay on Ohristian Union was
road before the Convocation of Greenvillo, at its
39th session, which fiuished up as follows : " The
conclusion of the whole natter is that the bass of
Christian unity is the Episcopal forn of govern-
mont; the Apostles' and Nicone vreeds in behef;
the two sacraments, baptism and the holy commun-
ion; with lturgical worship." (Church Gnardian,
April 7th, 1886.) But I do not wish to say any-
thing disparagng of any effort that has been or wili
b made to bring to pass the prayor of our Saviour,
" that ail who believo on Hin through tho Apos.
tics' word may be one," but merely mention ihis
instance to show that Christian tition can nover
tako place on any human basis.

The into declaration of the house of Bishops sent
ta our brethren in the United States lands nu ta
think that.tho tire ia still burning; and the Christian
manner in which our brethren have roceived the
declaration shows that they r.ot only appiociate the
advances made, but are hupeful fur the future, and
in the meanwhile deternmned tu stand by the Truth
and contend for the faith once delivered te the
Saints.

That external as well as internai unity la re-
quired will be admîitted by aIl, Lut to b marely
unmted in name and church governament, without
being united mn heart and baief, would be presum-
ing that God is botter pleased with formahity than
with heart worship. Su it would be well for us to
cunsider well what Christianity is in order te see
why thera shuuld be Christian Union, and how to
proceed for its attainment. It fuiluws from the
nature of Christianity that Christains are not sim-
ply individuals placed by the aide of one another,
but that îhoy are a real and living unity, or eleu
how can we underatand the Apuatle Paul who in
writing ta the Ephesians says. " In whom ail the
building fitly framed together growoth tinto a
holy temple in the Lord. in whom ye alseo are
builded together for an habitation of God through
the spirit."

That Chriatianity is not an abstract doctrine ji
clearly shown by such passages of Scripture as the
one just cited. But it is a life communicated to
mankind, or rather te the Church; for, says the
Apostle, " The life was nanifeated, we have seen it
and bear witness, and show unto you that ternai
life which was with the Father and was manifested
unto us." Thie new life given tu redeemed man is
cuntained eusentially in the person of Jeans Christ.
It ws given him of the Father " to have life in
Himacif." And this life is given to ail those who
are united tW Christ. A union which ia assured by
believi.g in curtajn divine facts accomplshed by
Him-in His humble incarnation, in Bis expiatury
doath, in His glorious reaurrection, in yielding
obedience to His divine command. The new hfu
which we have cummunicated tu tus being in the Son.
Faith, by establishing an intimate union between
the Son of God and the believer, becomes by this
very act the source of religions life in man, but
from this initrmate union of the Christian with
ail who receive the life of Christ. The eternal life
which is in Jeus and which fows for me is the
saime which flows for al who are the children of
God by faith, no matter where they may b, whe-
ther in far distant India or in our native land.
Christians are not, thon, a more plurality; they are
also-they are espocially-a living and organic
unity. To deny plurality in regard to the existence
of Christains would be folly, but to deny unity
would b hardly lesu absurd. Now this unity, this
organization, this body, ail the mombers of which
have but one head, one blood, one life, is the
Christian Society, the Church. If this ho se, if

what I have stated is truly Christianity, and if ail
who are Christians are ctnnected by thia great lifa,
are mombers of the one Body, govornod by the one
Head, why are those who profess Christianity-I
speak of the various denominations-divided into

ao many parties I But I wi not review this ques-
tion in the prosent article. Only it greives those
who would liko ta sec the childron of Gud united, to
hear the eilly arguments somo men get up in
defence of partyiam, and see the Redeamor, who

Rave lis hfo fur the Church, du badly used. WC
cannot fail to admire the unity that prevailed in
the early Church whon firet establishod, as recorded
in the Acte of the Apostles, for instance the fol
luwing. " And the inultitudu .f them that believed
were of one heart and of- no soul; neither said any
of them that aught of the things which he possemed
was his own, but they had ail things common."
(Acta iv. 32.) Rare we fipd unity in every sonse
of the word, and well might we, as a peoplo who
are aeeking tu du the will of the Lord, asund out
i stenturian tonues that will reach the uttermont

ends of the earth, Comle, lut us return to primitive
Christianity ! With such a ples, backed up with
such examplus, ought we iot to succeed i la it not
possible to awaken the fulluwers of the Master to
full realization of the importance of thia qucation
Can they aLill continue to li. doiomaat and allow
a question of such moment tu pass by unîîeeded i
We say, No. But on the contrary the subject will
ba proclaimed by the miniater li the pulpit, by the
mechanc in the workahop, and by every fullower
of the Master, as Gud bas given him or her ability.
If Christiari would unite vith other Chri.tians in
the sanie cit., determined that neither the words
nor the works of man shall separate thom when
the Lord Jesus would have then tu b united, and
thein that city would unite with other cities in the
same courtry, and that country with other countrias
in the same world, which God bas ho, ored and
rescued froni rebellion and death, by the sacrifice
of the cross ; how saun the earth would b filled
with the glury and knowledge of God. Money that
is.now used to uphold partyism would thon b used
te spread the gospel, scepticisum would then b
almost unknown, the Gud of Heaven would bu
glorified and the heart of the Saviour gladdened;
innumerable blessings would then b bestowed upon
the children of God by a loving Father who loves
to commend His children in well doing; families
that wish toe h united in Heaven, but are now
separated by doctrines and creeds, would thon bo
happy and united on earth. We could thon
say with the Psalmist. " Behold how good and how
pleasant it ia fur brethn tu dwell taga,.hr in
unity. It is liko the precious uintmaut upon the
head, that ran dow. upon the beard, aven Aaron's
beard, that went dr wn to the skirts of his garment;
as th dow of Hermon, and as the dew that descend-
ed upon the mountains of Zion, for thesa the Lord
commoanded the blessing, aven life forevermnore.*
As the ointment upon the hoad and beard of Aaron
pervaded lis whole being even to the skirts of his
garmnent, su would that life which is found essai-
tially il. our Head, even Jeasu Christ, pervade the
whole body, even the Church of Christ. That this
unity bas become a great need, cannot b donied,
it bas aven becone a great fact at the presen.t day.
In some countries it is more advanced than in
uthers, but overywhero it exists it advances and
must still advance. That the people known as the
Disciples of Christ have to a certain oxtent been
instrumental in the banda of God of bringing this
great subject to its present standing-on this conti-
nent at least, is a fact to positive to ho opposed,
and too prominent to pass by without remark.
The difference in the religiotis sentiment which
exista to-day, sud that which existed in 1809, is
almost beyond conception. The condition of
religious Society in that day is clearly expressed in
the following extract: "Whèn the Campbells

landed on the shores of America they found
the various denominations in a deplorable con.
dition, and the Presbyterian 'branchos' were,
if anything, more powerloss, as spiritual agencies,
than any other ' branch of the Church.' All
aruund, as they velwod the religions horizon,
and as they gazed upon brokon ranke of tiery
zealots, they sàw nothing but dissèntion and
disunion. Bigotry, party intoloranco, and soctar-
ian solfislness, wero everywhero phenomenal of
divided churches, and of distracted members.
Infidelity-gross infidlity-was fattening and wax-
ing wanton on the apoils of an inglorious -;onquest.
The aspect of religious affaira was dark and gloomy
in the extreme. The creat soul of Thomas Camp
bell was moved within him whon he saw the wholô
land was given over to idolatious worship of opin-
ions, speculativo theoloey, scholastic dògmas and
mon ináde creeds, and' to visions and dreams, and
to mysticism and dreary isuporatition. Ho saw
that where there is 'no vision' ne .divine revoie-
tion-the 'peuple perish' for want of spiritual food.
lin the fourfully distracted cndition of things, ho
saw the iimmediat, uecessity %of providing an anti-
dote, and that antidote was to ho found in pleading
for Christian union, in making an effort to renove
ail bairiers, and in a determination to unite all
hearts, if possible, upon the Word of Gud, as the
only solvent of an intulerable evil." (Apostolia
Church Restured, p. 136). Thore is no effect
without a causu, and a degenerated state of religious
society which surrounded Thomas Camphell in his
new homo caused hin to take a stand which has
placed his name on the list of Reforriiers, and* bas
had the offect of:causing through the Providence of
God many thousands tò tàke the same stand'. 'His
thirteen pr9position are well worthy our consider-
adion, more especially the first three which refer
tu the subject under considoration, namoly, Chris-
tian Union. But I close tho presenît article with
the hope that the day may yet arrive that will see
the prayer of our Saviour answered. " That they
which believe on me througli the Apostles' word
may bo one, even as Thou, Father, art in tue and I
in Thee." We add our humble petition to this and
say, " ven 8o, Lord Joaus."

W. HARDING.
Halifax, Feb. 15, 1888.

CHANCINU OUR FILE BODIES.

rmIL. .i. 21.

Could we have the powor given to us at this
moment of looking into ail tho humes that fil our
land what an amount of evidenco as to theo-.rrupt-
abilty and natural vileness, of our bodies would
meet our eyes. Yonder we _would see sorne aged
man or woman who bas lived far beyond the
allotted " three score years and tee," lived til
they had sean the acenea of their early youth
change and put on now appearances, so that the
play-ground of childhood looks like a strange spot;
lived to see the associates of their youthful days
pass over the dark river, and te see new faces and
forma stand in their places, se that the seul be.
cornes filled with a feeling of o.tter lonaline.
They have lived to see their childron who once
wern the objecta of thair moat tender care grow
from childhuod to manbood or womanhood, and
now grown old and gray, their stepa already be.
ginning to falter with the approaching.childhood of
oid age. Nothingi of past is left save in menory's
casket; yet when they look over their past In con.
pany with monmory, and see again the once bloom-
ing cheek, dancing eye std active figure .of the
loved 'brother or sistor of their obildhood, of the
loved husband or wife, or aIl loved companions of
maturer years, and suddonly waking up to the fact
that these have ail passed away fron the earth and
that they are.atill left here alone, then memory only
becomes an n"bearable companion, bringing sadneus


