
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

and can undergo no further change from
siijlar influences.

Not content with ravaging the phar.
nacist's stock, this helligerent element
exhibits a remarkable propensity, in the
preseice of mîoisture, for rusting his
spatulas and other mctallic utensils.

Serious pecunmiary loss by evapolaition
of volatile solids like camiphor results froim
exposure of these substances m ordinary
open wooden drawers. Menthol is ex-
tremiely volatile, and should, therefore,
he kept in securely corked bottles to pre.
vent loss. Exposed to the air, carbonate
of ammonium partially volatilizes, be.
cones opaque, and crunbles into a white
powv'der. lodine is mîost advantageously
kept in securely closed glass receptacles ,
mnost ordmnary wares are hable to be
attacked or permieated by it. Chloral
evaporates slowly when exposed to dry
atmlosphere. Powdered drugs which de-
pend upon volatile constituents for medi.
cinal virtue, like cinînamon, cloves, orris
root, and valerian, should, so far as prac-
ticable, be kept in bottles, or somie other
conparatively air-tight contamner

Stronger water of anmmionia should be
kept in strong, glass-stoppcred boules,
wi:ch should be stored in a cool place
and opencd with extremne care. lhen
warn, the liberated gas frequncmtly forces
the stopper out with considerable io
lence, and imny accidents resultomg in mn-
juryto tie sght of operatos are on record.

Pressed roots and herbs are more con-
venient to liandle, occupy less space, and
are better preserved than crude drugs in
hulk forni. Furthernore, the danger of
error is naterially reduced by handling
neatly pressed, wrapped, and labelled
packages.

Examinme your stock of dandelion and
rhubarb roots occasionally Io be sure that
purchasers do hiot fmnd worms in theni
and foi ni unfavorable impressions of you
and your business methods.

Cantharides should be thoroughly dried
and kept mi securely closed containers.
The vapor of cllorofori quickly kills
insects whlmicl infest cantharides, and their
destruction cai be acconplisied by plac-
ng a snall quantity of chloroforni in a
wide-nouth botle, or other open vessel,
tipon the surface of the infested drug and
securely closing the container. Theleavy
caloroform vapor will then gradually sink
through the drog and destroy the insects.

'he modern metiod of mîarketiig
chlorinated lime in hernetically sealed
parcels is iot only a source of conveni-
ence, but affords protection which serves
to prevent loss of the loosely conbinîed
chlorine upon which the value of the
preparation as a disinfectant is ahnost
entirely dependent. The disagreeable
odor ochlorine which clings to the hands
of the operator is also avoided.

Charcoal is used in miedicine chiiefly for
its absorbent and disinfectant properties.
Owing to its absorbent powers, it should
not be uniecessarily exposed to the at-
mosphere of a laboratory or pharniacy,
lest it be thus rendered timtit for medic
inal purposes.

Fmie sponges should be kept in a
closed shov.case or drawer. Carriage
and slate sponges, whicli are frequently
allowed to becone soiled and lend ai
uintidy appearance to the store by rolling
about in a window or on the floor, can lie
conveniently kept assorted and conspic.
uously displayed in the wire basket with
separate conipartients for different sizes.

Oxlabc acid should not be kept in paper
parcels, since it soon renders the paper
fragile, and in being thus scattered abott
muay, by adnmixttre with other drugs,
cause loss of Ilte. Owing to its external
resemblance to Epson sait, and its very
poisonous nature, the substances should
not be kept in similar drawers. The
practice of keeping theni in containers of
different style and safely reniote fromn
each other is less likely to lead to
accidental confusion.

Renienber that lcated atinosphere
usually accuniulates near the ceiling, and
preparations subject to injury, by expos-
ute to elevated tenmperature should not
be kept on upper shelves. Several cases
are on record wiereiin chlorinated lime,
which is kmown to greedily absorb vater
and carbonic acid fron a humid atno-
sphere, vas put up in securely corked and
sealed bottles, whicli were thei placed
upion ai upper shelf until the heat of
suîlmmer, or a very warmi apartmient, lad
lberated sufficient gas to cause a startling
explosion. sometinies followed rapidly by
a succession of similar ones and a cloud
of dust.

Lard ointmnents, cerates, and in fact
nearly ail animal fats, are liable to grow
rancid by prolonged exposure to amr, this
change in mnany cases being accelerated
hy hteat and light. Every precaution
should, of course, be taken to avoid suchi
decomîposition ; but whenî ranciditv is
apparent, preparations slnuld never he
dispensed, for, instead of having the nild
demiulcent properties which constitute
their chief vailue, they becomîe irritant and
entirely utinfit to serve as vehicles for
miedicinal sumstances to be applied to the
skin. Ointmîen jars should invariably be
thoroughly cleanied and freed fromi tan-
cidity before refilling vith freslh stock.

With ordinary drug-store arrangement
it is scarcely practicable to entirely protect
tinctures and fluid extracts fron injurious
effects of air, liglt, and changes of tem-
perature, but any provision whicm tends to
prevent precipitation fromt these causes is
conimendable. The stock of tinctures
should be placed in charge of one capable
employé who shotmld be lield responsible
for its condition. Haste is apt to mîake
serious inroads upoi accuracy in prepar-
ing pharmacetuticals.

h'lie danger from leaving bottles inse-
curely corked is apparent wien we con-
sider that, if a fluid extract prepared frot
a nienstrutum comiposed of diluted alco-
liol be exp^osed to the air in ai open
vessel, the alcohmol will evaporate mmuch
more rapidly than the vater. By this
change of character in the mienstruumîî,
certain resinous constituents of the drumg
frequently becomie insoluble and are

deposited, rendering the fluid more or less
turbid, and materially lessening its nedic.
inal value. Collodion loses ether by
evaporation, and becomes comparatively
worthless.

'he deterioration whicl can occur in a
sinmgledrug store froni causes indicatediere
command the constant attention of the
manager, and nmuch greater is the prob-
lem which confronts the wholesale manu-
facturer, %%ho niust prepare a great
varicty of products in large quantities, to
be distributed in the market in all direc-
tions, where they arc expected to remain
unchanged through the extrenie variations
in tenperature which characterize the
severe winters in the north, and the torrid
summuers in the soutl ; and no less injur-
ions is the improper exposure to which
pharmaceuticals are frequently subjected
in temperate climates.-Bul/etin of Phar-
nldy.

To Hide the Taste of Chloral.

Dr. E. Holland calls attention to the
fact that the taste of chloral hydrate is
effectively masked by lemonade. Two
or three drachms of the syrup should be
placed in a tumbler with about 2 ounces
of water. If to this is added about 2
ounces or so of gaseous (bottled) lemon-
ade, the mixture may he drunk at leisure,
and the soporific action of the drug is in
no way impaired.--fedial Bulletin.

Our Latest Importations.

ALUM, in bbls.
ALUN POWDERED, in bbIs.
FINEST EPSON SALTS, in bbls.
FINEST SUBLINED SULPHUR, in bbls.
ROLL SULPHUR, l bls.
CHLORIDE LIRE, in casks.
SALTPETRE CRYSTALS, in kegs.
SALTPETRE POWDERED, in casks.
POWDERED HELLEBORB, in bbs.
GLYCERINE, in Uns.
WHITE CASTILE SOAP, bars.
WHITE CASTILE SOAP, cakes.
PARIS GREENr in casis and drums.
GIBSOM'S CANDIES, full assortment.

Your ot'ders Solicited.

Jas. A. Kennedy & Co.
I MPORTF-RS,

LONDON, - ONTARIO.


