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near; but the perfurne of ambergris, with which her
husband’s hair und garments were «iwaysimpregnated
floated upon the air, anda low counterleted voice
breathed forth the words—* Elist, Anastatia!  Are you
here, love 1 directed her towards h.m.

She stretched forth her hand, with a whispered ‘ycs,’
and grasped scmething which she jecognized as the
embroidered haftan worn by the heads of the prnincely
house of C——. In the next moment, the armsof the
impatient luver were thrown atound her, and she was
drawn towards him in a passionaie embrace. Trans-
ported to fury by the tender endearment, which she
Enew was not intended tur herselt, but for an unwor-
thy rival, and breathing only the deadliest vengeance
for her wrongs, the outraged wife thrust her bands in
her bosons, drew thence a poignard, and, raising it on
high, plunged it into the furthless heart that beat wild-
ly against her own. The blow was dealt with such
unerring aim that the victim could only utter an indis-
tinct cry, and relaxing the grasp with which he held her
so closely embraced, fel) heavily to the ground. Helena
drew ber breath, and histened for a mument! a gurg-
hing noise 1n the throat oi tne murdered man was all
that she could distinguish. Then followed a death-like
silence. Terror and remorse suddenly overcame her
for the deed, which, in a moment of frenzied excite-
meut, she had perpetrated, ar.d, turning hastiiy from the
fatal spot, she rushed tewards her home.

The first object that met her eyes, as she entered the
house, was ker husbund ! Thk~re he stood, unharmed,
surrounded by his attendants, and in his riding dress,
just as he had alighted from his horse, and a tranquil
smile upon his lips, 2s he inquired whether the princess
was in her apartment.

¢You here! she shrieked, running up to him. *1I
have not killed you, then! Oh! thank heaven,I have
not killed you!* and she fell gasping at his feet.

¢ The princess !’ ejaculated her husband, bewildered
at the sight of her disguise, and her violent emotion,
and raising ber from the ground.

THE CANADIAN SON OF TEMPERANCE

bad beeis reciprocated by her young attendant ; he it
was fur whom Auastatia had devised the love meeting
which had that muruing changed her own jealous fears
into certairtics. He 1t was, oh, God! upon whom her
imagimuary wrongs had just been so barbarously aven-
ged! The similarity of name and of dress had deceiv-
ed het. Why had she not thought of this before ?
Why 1—Dues suspicion ever pause to reason or reflect ?
Is not jealousy blind as love (whose dark shadow it is)
1s said 1o be 7 Al this passed through her mind with
the 1apidity of lightning, as that one awful glance r -
vealed 10 her the extent of her crime. No words es-
caped her lips; but, as if struck by a thunderbolt, she
fell heavily forward, and lay prostiate, and to all ap-
pearance lifeless, by the sice of the beloved son whose
hife had fallen a sacrifice to the rash and ungovernable
suspicions of the Jealous wife.

The first use that Helen made of her returning fac-
ultics, was to cast herselrat the feet of her husband,
and make a full conteesion of the feelings which had
driven her to commuit so desperate 2 deed, imploring
death at_his hauds, in expiativn of her crime. But
death, which would have termiuated her earthly tor-
ments, was a boon which the exasperated Lusband was
resolved not to grant her.

‘ Woman.’ said he, ¢ you shall live, to die a thousand
deaths every day! You shall live to curse the day on
which you were born.  You shall live to expiate, 1n
lingering torments of mind, the misery you bave inflic~
ted on me ¥’

And inflexible in bis determination, he caused his
untortunaie wife to be conveyed to the Rock of Babake
where, in a rudely-constructed stone chamber, she was
condemned to drag out her miserable existence, with-
out being suffered to exchange a word with any human
being and with no companionship save her own
wretched thoughts. Her senses failed her, under the
severity of the punishment; but madness, instead of
bringing oblivion to her woes, seemed 1o have impar-
ted new activity 1o her faculties of suffering. Every
evening, as darkness came over the earth, the poor

¢ What means this frenzy, and why are you so
atrangely disguised 3°

But she answered him not. 'With her distended eves
wiidly fixed upon him, she passed her hands repeated- *
ly, and muttered to herself— No poinard, no wound'
and yet I struck him there, and felt his hot blood gush .
forth upon my hand. And see,’ she continued. shudder-
ing, ‘ thete it is;> and holding up her hand asshe spoke, |
the crimson drops that stained .t atiested the truth of
some fearful deed being connected with her mysterious
self-accusation. !

¢ Helena, dearest love,’ said the Boyard, in soothing
accents. ¢ Something has ternned you: but you are
safe now—I am here 1o protect you.” Tell me. whatis
the meaning of this agiiation 1 what 1s the meamng ;
of this blood ¥’ i

_ “You, Anastatia!—the sycamore grove ¥ she uttered,
in broken cries. ‘ Were you not there? no'.\'—jusll
now, to meet her ¥

The Prince shook his head in silent cunsternation.

* Whom have I murdered then 7" burst from the lips
of the unhappy woman. witha thnlling shriex ; and ;
starting from her husband's support, she fled, wiih the .
speed of 2 mamac toward the fatal spot from which she |
had so recently returned. .

Tho Prince and his attendants followed her—someof
them bearing lighted torches; but such was the speed
which the frenzied stateo! her feelings lentto her |
movements, that they only overtook her at themoment !
of her reaching the fountzin.  There shesuddenly stop- |
ped, as though rooted o the spot, and, shuddering,
pomnted to the ground.  The Frince advanced hastily to
her side; his attendants Iuliowed, and, raising their
torches, discovered at the margin of the fountain, the
body of a man extended on his back, and weltering in
is blood.  The ghastly face was turned apwards. and
as the glare of the torches fell upon it, an exclamation
of horror burst from the li &l poesent, and Heiena.
leaning forward, reccgnized hefyiim, with a thrill of
agony which caused 2l the biogii¥ thriil in her veins,
and ail her palses 1o stand; At1hat on. glance.
the whole truth flashed  uporr; with temble clear-
ness, and she comprehended;(@en 100 late, the tatal
error into which her blind and mistaken suspicions had

unged her.  There lay her son!—her only child—her '

loved Demetri!l—bathed 1n the blood “that wwelled
forih frorsthe death-wound wwhich her murderous hand |
had inflicted! He it was, then, whose boyish passion *

« brought her suppues ot jvod, entered her prisoun,

! three square feei in dimensions, a penetrating odor

.and drag each ot aliernaicly in cuntrary direc.

maniac fancied herself again an aclor in the dreadful
scene which had stained her soul with the foul guilt of

i murder ; and the {renzied shrieks she uttered duriny the

night were heard {rom afar, waking the echoes of that

. dreary solitude, until daylight brought with ita tempo-

rary cessation of her agonies, in the calm of the ex-

! haustion.

One day, at last, when the attendant, who da

she
nad aisappeared. Every part of the Rock was searched

CURIOSITIES IN NATURAL BISTORY.

BatTirs oF TRE Axvs.—Huber thas describes, in
Bomeric siyle, that burlesque of human warfare,

;3 batile of ants: “Figure to yourse'f two of these

cities, equal ia size and population, and situated
about 2 hundr-d paces from each other; observe their

countless numnbers, equal to the population of two *

mighty empires. The whele space which sepatates
ithem, for the breaath of twemy-tour inches. appears
alive with procigious crowds of their inhabitants.
Thousand ot champions, mounted on more elevated
spols, engage in single combat, and seize each other
with their powerful jaws; a still greater number 2re
cogaged on both sides intaking prisoners, who make
vain cfjorts loescape.censcious of the cruel fate which
awails them when arrived at the hosule jormicary.
‘The spots where the battle mostrages is about iwoor

cxhales on all sides; numbers of anis are here Iying
dead, cotered with venom; athers composing groups
ot chains, are hwueed together by their legs or jaws,

tioas. These groups are formed gradually. At
first, a2 pair of combtatants seize each other,
and rearing upun their hind legs, muwally spurt
tkeir acid, then, closing, they fall and wrestle in the
dust. Again recovering their fect, each endeavors
10 drag off his aniagonisi: if their strength be egoal,
they remain immovable, till the arrival of a third
gives one the advantage. Bath, however, are often
succored at the same time, and the baule still con-
tinnes ondecided ; others take part on exch side, 1il}

all hooked together, and <truggling pertinaciously
for the nastery ; the equilibrium remains unbruken,
till 2 pumnber ot champions from the same hive arri-
ving at once, compel them 10 let go therr hold, and
the single combatants recommence. At the approach
of night each party retreats 1o its own city ; but be-
fore the following dawn the combat is renewed with
redoubled fury, and occupies a greater extent of
ground. ‘These daily fights continue till violent
rains separating the combatants, they forget their
quarrel, and peace is restored.”

RUM HOUSES NINETY YEARS AGO.

The late ex-Presidept, John Adams, in his ¢ Diary,”
now first published by his grandson, the Hon, C. F.
Adams. about 90 years 2go thus recorded his opinions
of rum and of rum-houses, viz:

PysLic Houses.—Indeed scarcely anything that
have observed in the course of a long lite, has a
greater influence uvi the religion, morals, healh,
properiy liberties, and tranquility of the vorld; I
mean public houses. The temper and passions, the

rolancness and brutal behavior, inspired by the
ow sort of company that frequent such houses, and
by the liguors they drink there, are not very compat-
ible with the pure and undefiled religion of Jesus—
that religion whose principle is to renounce all filthi-
ness and superfluity of naughtiness. That inatten-
<un 1o the public ordinances of religion, as well as
to private devotion, which 1 have reason to think so
pievalentin these times, is no unnatural consequence
of the very general resort to these licentious houses.
The plentiful use of spirituous Jiquors begins with
priducing a sirange confusion of mind, appetites,
and passions, oo violent for the government of rea-
sob—proceeds to involve men in debts, and ot conse-
quence, in lying, cheating, siealing, and svmetimes
in greater crimes—and ends in total and incurable
dissoluteness of manners.

Thousands and thousands are every year expiring
in Europe, and proportionable numbers in this coung
iry, the miserable victims of their own imprudence,
and the ill policy of the ruiers in permitting the causes
of their ruin to exist. Allured by the smell of these
infernal liguors, like the ghost, in romances, allured
by the smell of human blood, they resort to these
bowses, waste their time, their stfength and their

chains are furmed ol six, eight. 2nd sometimes.ten,

ily | money, which ought to te employed in the manage-
{ meut of theirown affairs and families, till, by degrees

s + —much expended, hitile earned—they contract habits
bat no vesuige of ber was to be found, nor cunld an; ; L5 ;

. trace ever be discovered to account for her m
, evanishment.

of carelesspess, idleness, and intemperance; their

ysierious | credsiors demand—ihey promise lo pay, but fail;

wiils 1ssue; charges are multiplied for the mainte-
nance of othets as idle as themselves; and exccutions
strip them of all they have. and cast their miserable
bodics into loathsome prisons.

The number of these houses has been lately so

| much augmented, and the fortunes of theiz owners so

moch increased, that the artful man has little else 1o
dobut secure the favor of taverners in ordes toreceive
the suffrages ol the rabble that attend these houses,
which, in many towns within my observation, makes
a very Jarge, perhaps the largest number of voters.

HISTORY OF ALCOBOL.

Alcchol was invented 950 years ago. by the son of
a strange woman, Hager. in Arabia. Ladies used it
with 2 powder 10 paint themselves, that they might
appear more beaatiful, and this powder was called
alcohol. During the resga of William and Mary,
an act was passed encouraging the manufaciure of
spirits. Soon after, intemperan~e and profligacy
prevailed to such an extent that the rewilers of in-
laxicaling drinks put up signs in public places
informing the people that they might get drank for a
peany. and have some siraw 10 get sober on.

In the 16th centory, distilled spirits spread over
the continent of Europe. Abact this time it was in-
woduced into the colonies as the Tnited Staies were
' ncalled. The first notice that we have ol iis nse
in pablic life, was among the laborers in the Hunga-
rian mines, in the I5th century. In 1731, it was
nsed by the English soldier as a cordial. The alc
hol in Europe was made of grapes and sold in 11::?
and Spain as a medicine, The Genoese afterwards
made it from grain and sold it as a medicine in bot-
tles, under the name of the water.of life. Uil the,
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