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DEPARTMENT

TO MUNICIPAL OFFICERS.

‘The CONTRACT RECORD is desirous of
publishing, as far as possible, advance
information regarding projected works of
construction in all parts of Canada, such
as sewerage and waterworks systemss
1ailways, sireet pavements, public and
private buildin,s, etc.  Municipal officers
would confer a favor upon the publisher
by placing atow Jdispesal particulars of
such undertakings which are likely to be
carned oyt 10 ther vicinity, giving the
name of the pramoter, character of the
work, and probable cost Any informa-
tion thus furnished will be greatly ap-
preciated

WATER SUPPLY OF BOSTON.

The state of Massachusetts has under-
taken to supply the metropolitan water
districts, including Boston and twenty-
seven other towns and cities, with pure
water from an immense lake, nine mules in
length, cavering fortv-ane hundred and
nmety-tive acres, three bundred and
eighty-five feet above high-water mark,
and with an average depth of forty-six feet.
Tt is to take the place of what is now a
busy manufacturing district in the valley
of the upper Nashua river. The greater
part of two towns and five villages, includ-
ing churches, schools, the houses of seven-
teen hundred and eleven people, two larze
mills, and hundreds of smatll farms wili be
wiped out of existens  to provide for this
enormous reservoll Its construction
made necessary the passage of a law, said
to be without a precedent it this countuty,
which provides that the state shall pay to
such employees cf tne mills at the time of
the confiscation of the property a sum
equal to six months’ wages. The state
also treats liberally people with established
businesses, the value of which the seizure
of land for reservoir uses compietely de-
stroyed, by a hberal allowance for accu-
mulative or prospective damages. \When
all this is done, the people of Massachu-
setts will have a bil' variously estimated
at from $30,000,000 to $50,000,000 to pay.

AN ASSESSMENT DECISION.

Adeasion was rendered a few weeks ago
by Jud~e Cumberland in the matter of
assessment by a ‘Manitoba municipality.
The decision was in the case of the appeal
brought by the Manitoba Mortgage and
Investment Company against the munici-
pality of Strathclair for wrongful assess-
ment. And it has an important beanng
upon the system of assessment, comaionly
followed by the municipalities, their con-
tention having generally been that a umi-
form assecssment, irrespective of the value
of the different parcels of land, was legal.
The =ffect of the devision i this case by

Judge Cumberland 1s, however, that this
mode of assessment is illegal, and that the
actual values of the lands shall be the
values for assessment purposes. For ex-
ample . Some of the land, assessed at $4
an acre, was reduced by the judge to $t
anacre. The decision in question 1s likely
to operate as a check upon lavish expendi-
tutes by the municipaliues, sowne of whom,
in the belief that they could raise the
assessment to whatever figure they saw fit,
provided they did not levy beyond the 2
per cent. limit as required by the Assess-
ment Act, did not hesitate to demand
from the ratepayer a tax that became a
serious burden and operated against the
sale of hus lands.

The Land Mortgage Compames Asso-
ciation, composed of the representative
jand lending compaaies 10 the province,
chose the lands in the above-mentioned
municipality for the purposes of a test case.
Hence this appeal. The decision meets
general approval in Manitoba. ' It has
the elements of common sense and
justice,” says the Commiercial. It has
been the custom in many Manitoba muni-
cipalities to assess all lands at a flat rate,
regardless of their actual value. Thus the
owner of the poorest piece of land in the
mumcipality would be assessed as much
per acre as those who held the most valu-
able lands in the district. This made a
great injustice o the individual.

GOOD ROADS IN QUEBEC,

In the undeveloped rural districts of the
province of Quebec an effort to improve
the highways is to be stimulated by ma-
terial aid from the government. The
Hon. F. G. M. Dechene, Commissioner of
Agniculture, announces by a letter that,
being excelled by neighboring govern-
m.ents, the province should adopt a vigor
ous policy of improvement, and that the
government offers to each county $300, to
be divided in sums of $125, $100 and $75
between its first three munscipalities who
purchase improved rvoad-repainng ma-
chines and repair at least two miles of
road this year. The object is praise-
worthy, and probably the improvements
are extremely necessary, judging from the
unprogressive character of the typical in-
habitant. It is to be hoped that this
bonus will be supplemented with some
system of adequate instruction and super-
vision of the work, which is more neces-
sary than the cost or amount to make the
improvement effective.

STREET MACADAMIZING IN
EASTON, PA.

Under a system introduced in 1896 by
Mr. Harrison R. Fehr, City Engineer of
Easton, Pa., streets there are macada-
mized as follows . The roadway is exca-
vated and graded 10 a depth of 1o inches
below the grade of the fimshed pavement,
and after being well cumpacted with a
five-ton horse-roller, is covered with a 5-
inch layer of crushed limestone. This
limestone layer after being sprinkled
is well rolled, and then a 5-inch layer of
gravels puton. This gravel layer 1s also
sprninkied and roiled, the amount of rolling
being estimated at 10houis for each 1,000
syuate yards of surface. Undes this sys-
tem in 18y6 about thiee miles of streets
were macadamized at a cost of $8,410, the
prive per syaare yard ranging from 134

to 48 cents. For light traffic this makes
a smooth and fairly satisfactory road, but
the gravel used, known locally as the
Gtendon, 15 of such a quality as to render
it a complete fadure under a heavy raffic,
and Mr. Felir recommends that the §
inches of gravel be replaced by 4 inches
of trap rock on all new work. He also
advises that the present method of re-
panng streets by throwing crushed stone
on a hard surface and allowing them to
scatter about the street be abanuoned and
the old surface be picked up shightly before
the new material 1s spread.

ONTARIO HEALTH OFFICERS.

The annual meeting of the Association
of Medical Health Officers was held in
Toronto on Morday and Tuesday last.
Among the papers presented were the
following : **The Propogation and Pre-
vention of Rabies,” by Dr. J. J. Cassidy;
* Water Supply,” by Dr. Hall, of Chatham,
and “Treatment of Sewage,” by W. F.
Van Buskirk, Stratford, and others,

Officers of the association were elected
as follows . President, Dr. McCrimmon,
Palermo, vice-president, Dr. Cassidy,
Toronte, second vice president, Dr.
Hutchinson, London ; secretary-treasurer,
Mr. ]. J. Muckenzie, Toronto ; executive
committee, Dr. Holmes, Goderich; Dr.
McLeay, Waterford ; Dr. Wardlaw, Galt ;
Prot. Shuttleworth, Toronto; Mr. Van
Buskirk, Stratford. Much of the after-
noon of the second day was taken up in
suggesting amendments to the Medical
Health Act. The effect of these amend-
ments would in all cases be to facilitate
the work and augment the authority of
health officers. The pnncipal changes
desired are, first, to oblige householders
and attending physicians to notify the
health office as soon as they have reason
to believe contagious disease is present,
and, second, to confine to the health
officer the authornty to say when a person
or house may be free of quarantine regu-
lations.

JOSSON GEMENT

«Manufactured at.,
NIEL ox RUPELL

Is the Highest Grade Artifivial Poriland Cement and the Best for High
Class Work. Has been used largely for Government and Municipal Works.
TO BE EAD FROM ALL CANADIAN DEALERS

C. 1. de Sola, Hanager in-Canada ;, 180 St. James Street, HONTREAL

BELLHOTUSE, DILLON & CO., 505t Francis Xazier st., IHontreal
Sole Agents for the Compagnie Generale des Asphaltes do France (Rock Asphalt).
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