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MUMCIPALI
i DEPARýTMIENT

TO MUNICIPAL OFFICERS.
The CONTRACT RECORD as desiraus of

publishing, as far as possible, advincc
information regarding projected wvotks of
construction ln ail parts ai Canada, sucb
as sewerage and waterwvorks systemss
taaieways, siteet jiabemerità, p.b1r, and
private bu;ldin1,s, etc. Municipal officers
wvould confer a fayot upon the publasher
by plaç*ng at oui diispo'sai p.trtculars oi
sucli undertakings which are likely ta be
carned uut in their vicinity, giving the
name ai the prniroter, rharacter ai the
work, and probable rosi Ar'y ;nfnrma-
tion thus iurnished will be greatly ap-
preciated

WATER SUPPLY 0F BOSTON.
The state ai Massachusetts has under-

taken ta supply the metropolatan water
districts, including Boston and twenty-
seven other towvns and cities, wi-,h pure
watez fromt an immense lake, rimne miles in
length, cnvering fortv-nne huntired and
raincty-rive acres, three hundred and
eighty-five icet above bigh-water mark,
and witb an average deptb oiiarty-six leet.
It is ta take the place ai what is now a
busy manuiacturing district mn the valley
ai the upper Nashua river. The greater
part ai twa towns and five villages, includ-
ing churches, scbools, the bouses of seven-
teen hundred and eleven people, twa large
milis, and huodreds af smal farmb wli be
wiped out oi cxistenc ta provîde for this
enoTMOUS reservoi lits conEtruction
made necessary the passage ai a law, said
ta be without a precedent ir. this counta y,
wvhich provides that the state shail pay ta
sucb emiplayees of tue mills at the time ai
the confiscation of the property a sum
equal ta six months* wages. The state
also treats liberally people âthc establisbed
businesses, the value of which the seizure
ai land for reservoîr uses« completely de-
stroyed, by a liberal allowance for accu-
mulative or prospective damaees. When
aIl this is done, the people ai M.%assacbu-
seits il have a bUl' variously estimated
at irom $30,000,000 ta $5oooaooo ta pay.

AN ASSESSMENI DECISION.
A decîsion was rendered a few weeks ago

by Jud7e Cumnberlanad in the mnatter ai
assessment by a'Manitaba munîcap)altcy.
The decision was in the case ai the appeal
brougbt by the Manitoba Mortga&e and
Investment Company against the munici-
pality ai Strathclair for wrongful assess-
ment. And il bas an important bearing
tapon tli system oiassessment, comnioniy
followed by the municipalities, their con-
tention having generally been ihat a uni-
farin assessment, irrespective ai the value
ai the different parcels ai land, was legal.
The :-ffectL ut iLe dc.s à ti à.. _ý bjy

J udge C..umberland as, howcver, that this
mode ofiassessment is illegil, and that the
actual values ai the lands sbnll be tbe
values for assessment purposes. For ex-
ample . Somte ai the lantd, assessed îat $4
anacre, wvas reduced by the judge ta $ t
an acre. The decasian an question is likely
ta aperate as a check tapon lavish expenda.
turcs by the municiap.lataeb, saine ai %%hom,
itn the beliei that they cauld raise the
assessment ta whatever figure they sawv fit,
provided they did not levy bcyond the 2
per cent. limit as required by the Assess-
ment Act, dad not hesatate ta dcmand
froan the ratepayer a tax that became a
serious burden and aperated against the
sigle of 1115 lants.

The Land Mort>guge Conip.înies Asbo-
ciatian, composed ai the representatîve
land lendtn; -unepýtciieb an the province,
chose the lands an the above-mcntaoned
munîcipalîty for thie purposes ai a test case.
Hence this appeal. The decision mieets
1Seneral approval in M.anitoba. «' It h.&:.
the elements ai camnian sense and
justice," says the Comnmercial. It bas
been tbe customi in many Manitoba muni-
cipalities ta assess aIl lands at a fiat rate,
regaidless aitheir actual value. Thus tbe
awner ai the poorest piece ai land in the
mnunicipality would be assessed as mucb
per acte as tbose wbo beld the Moast valu.
able lands in the district. This magie a
great injustice ta the individual.

GOOD ROADS IN QUEBEC.
In the undeveloped rural districts ofithe

province of Quebec an effort to improve
the bigbways is ta be stiniulated by ma-
terial aid tram the goveroment. The
Hon. F. G. M. Dechene, Commissioner ai
Agriculture, annaunices by a letter that,
being excelledl by neigbboring govern-
rrents, the province should adapt a ý&gor
aus policy afiampravement, and that the
gaverient affers ta each county $30o, ta
be divided in sunis ai $125, $100 and $75
betwveen ils first tbree municipalities tvbo
purchase impraved road-repairang ma-
chines and repair at least tvo miles ai
road this year. The abject is praise-
wvortby, and probably the impravenients
are extremely necessary, judRing fram the
unpropressive character af thar typacal an-
habitant. It is ta be hoped that this
bonus will be supplementedi witb soine
system ai adequate instruction and super-
vision ai the vork, vhcb ;s more neces-
bary than the cost ar amount ta makc the
improverient effective.

STREET MACADAMIZING IN
EASTON, PA.

Under a system introducecl in 1896 by
Mr. Harrison R. Fehr, City Engineer ai
Easton, Pi., streets there are macada-
mized as iallows . The roadwvay is exca-
vated and graded taoa depth ai Ia inches
below tlîu grade ai the fioislied pavement,
and .iiter be;ojg %ell --unip.îL-ted with a
ive-ton horse-roller, is covered with a 5.
minc layer af crushed limestonge. This
limnestone layer aiter being sprankled
is well rolled, and then a 5-incl layer ai
gravel as put on. This gravel layer as also
sprinkied and rolled, the amaunt ai rolling
being estimated at Ioahouis for eacb 1,oo0

â4udie >ai.b uf àu(f"ý-e. Urîdea t1ý*:i "Yb-
terr in î8j6 about thîce miles ai streets
%vert mar adamized at a cost ai $8,4 to, the
1,ii.e pet square yard ransin& framn 13X
ta 48 cents. For ligbt traffic this makes
a smooth and fairly satifstcary road, but
the gravel used, known locally as the
biendan, as cf such a quMîity as ta tender
ai a cainplete fatiure under a heavy traffie,
and Mr. Felir recommends that the 5
inrhes ai gravel be replaced by 4 inches
ai trap rock on ail new wark. He also
ad-:ises that tbe present methnd ai te-
paiaing streetb by tbroving r.rusbed stone
on a bard surface and allowiny themn ta
scatter about the street be abanuoned and
1 he aid surface be picked up slaghtiy belote
tbe neiw material as spread.

ONTARIO HEALTH OFFICERS.
The annual meeting ai the Association

ai Medîcal Healtb Officers %vas held in
Toranto an Mor.day and Tuesday last.
Among the papers presentcd wvere tbe
ialloving : "The Prapogation and Pre-
ventian of Rabies,» by Dr. J. J. Cassidy;
" %atcr Supply,» by Dr. Hall, ai Chatham,
and îîTreatment ai Sewage," by %V. F.
Van Buskirk, Sîratiord, and athers.

Officers ai the association were elected
as iollows . President, Dr. McCrimmon,
l'alerma , vice-president, Dr. Cassidy,
Toronto , second vice pres*dent, Dr.
Hutchinson, London; secretary-treasurer,
Mr. J. J. Mackenzie, Taronto ; executive
cammittee, Dr. Halmes, Goderich ; Dr.
McLeay, Waterfard ; Dr. WVardlaw, Galt;
Prof. Shuttleworth, Toronto ; Mr. Van
J3uskirk, Stratford. Much ai the aiter-
noon ai the second day was taken up in
suggesting ameodiments ta tbe Mledical
Health Act. The effect ai these amend-
mtnts wnuld in aIl cases be ta facilitate
tbc work and augment tbe autbority ai
bealth officers. The principal changes
desared are, firsi, ta oblige bousehalders
and attendîng physicians ta natîiy the
health office as soon as they bave reason
ta believe contagiaus disease is present,
and, second, ta confine ta the healtb
officer the authoraty ta say wvheni a persan
or bouse may be irce ai quarantine rega-
lations.

JOSSON CEMENT --EORPL
là, the Highest Grade Artifi-.îal Pordand Cernent and thc Bcst for High
Class Wark. Has bccn uscd Iargely for Gaverriment and Mlunicipal'%Works.
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