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Now, supposing we fix the minimum stipend of our M'inisters at $600 a year,
low would it be with us? By the Minutes of last year's Synod there are on the
roll, inchiding all vacant congregations, 327 Sanctioned Charges. As far as I
eau make out amid defective returns, there are about 160 tiat give $600 and
upwards ; and about 167 that give less. The least spur wou d reverse the
nunbers. I for One would bei ashamed te be behind. As it is now, we
are about half-ad-halif. Tht Presbytery of Montreal is the oùly oe that
bears any resemublnce te the whole of the Free Church of Scotland, as te
the average of aid-giving and aid-reepiving. Mat Presbytery, then, is in as
favourable a position te establish a Sustentation Fund for itzelf; and there is
wealth enough in Montreal and Quebec to accomplish this without the least
risk of failure. The other Presbyteries are in more favourable circumstances.
Our people on the whole are better off than are the people of the Fre Church.
Being asked te do less, having more melans te draV upon, and being in the propor.
tien of about four te one comnpared with it as te aid-giving and aid-receivxng, we
are placed in a nagnificent position te follow the exanple. We have also a vast
amouit of Church property on hand. Even at the same ratio, our 160 aid-
giving ought te assist 434. li other words, we could double our present
char ges, and ve have the field awaiting us te occupy.

We need have ne fear of any one of our ministers having large salaries suf-
fering by it. There are 12 congregations in the Free Churci of Scotland that
give tieir ministers $2,500 and upwards. We could adopt the Free Churcli plan'
easily. It lias workedwell in Scotland, and why net here ? The principle on which
it is based is Scriptural, natural and just. The strong should ielp the weak, and
those that have freely received ought freely te give. As we are "all memnbers one
of another," the liberality of one sIoiuld benefit all. We do not advocate equality
of salary. Let the congregations that are able, and as they love their pastors,
supplenient te the equal dividend from the Con«regational Fund as much as they
tlink they ought. It lias becn founîd in the 'ree Church that the more a con-
gregation does fo:- the Funid, the n.,re it does for its; minxister. The twro have
wored like a ch. rm by the one rising with the other. The Free Church lias
its Highlands and Islands te support the gospel iii, that would otherwise have
been destitute aiid lost te the Church. The Presbytery of Shetland gets nearly
five tiies more thn it gives ; of Sky and Uist, four tinies ; and of Orkney,
three and a half times. W7e have our Iiihhmds and Islands too; for we have
the backwoods, whiere te people are ahnost ieglected, and islet groups among
the Frencli Candiaus in a similar pliglt, and ve would soon overtake both of
these. Did we establish it, whichi would neitier be bold, nor self-sacrificing,
ner an excercise cf faith as the example lias been set before us, and lias suecoeded,
we would greatly aelerate the religious life of our people; we could plead for
the support of the scheme better than for self; the Lord's Treasurv would be
easily filled; our homte ieatlieism would be reclaimed; otiers woulid bc kept
fromt lapsing into )ieatlenism ; and our resources would greatly iicreased te
do ait extensive work for Christ among the leîathen ibroait.

I plead for the establishient of this Fund, net because it is proved te be a
statesien have their attention drawn to it, but because it is a matter of simple
success, net because other Churchies are organizing under its shîadow, not because
right and justice. I do not wisl te altertite present mode of raising maoney in
congregations wiere the people are prope-ly looked after; but I would like te
sec the present aînmaly of Coinmittees wiped away, and Scriptural iniformity
substituted in their place by the ordination of Deacons. Let a regular statf of
collectors be appointed under then, vio shall wait monthly on all who are able
and willing to contribute; and let thecontributions be forwarded monthlyto a gene-
ral treasurer, anid be published in our Rr.conn. I ani not advocating wealth for
our ministers, but I urge their being raised above wanît, their being without
anxiety as te the imcans of living, their occupying that position that will give
weighît te their office, and thicir not beingat the mercy of any troublesome in-
dividuai of their floeks. I wuait all te hat it, and alwavs at it. I want every


