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thorax affecting the lef t side of the chest is accornpanied tem-
porarily bv dislocation of the fù1idus of the stomnach. ' 3>
Attenuatioh and stretching of the atbdoinial Nvl associated
w,,,ith a diminution of ira-abdomninal pressure, are potent
causes of dispiacement of the abdominal organs, and (lie latter
condition is therefore frequently encounlered in eniaciated lier-
sons whose lyiiug-in periods hiave been undulv curtailed, or
fromn whom ascitic fluid or a large tumor of the 'uterus or ovary
lias b'-en removed. (4I) Certain specific fevers, such as ty'plioid
lnilueniza, and pneurnonia, are ;apt to p:-oduce gregt enfeeble-
ment of the gastro-intestinal tract, which becomes eVident
during the period of convalescence. ln the case of en teric fever,
the resultant gastroptosis is greatly increased by excessive
feeding zafter thie subsidence of the pyrexia ;anci the presence of
an enilarged and fatty liver. (5$3') General neurasthienia is always
accoinpanied by relaxa,,tion of the gastric ligaments, and for
a similar reason thè majority of the cases of neurastlwenia gastrica
are followed b) gastroptosis. I t is also interesting to note
that tiie compiaxint is unduly frequent in vornen \vho are the
suj;ects of mitral stenosis, and that the removal of the ovaries
before the age of thirty is very apt to be followed b 'y dispiace-
ment of the stomach and other viscera. The same result is
occasionally observed in neurotic individuals xvho have under-
gone laparotomy for other conditions. (6) Most writers lay
stress Lupo-i the influence of a tiglit corset in tie production of
gastroptosis, and there cani be no doubt that the compression
of the chest which is thus brought about, hinders the develop-
ment oif the thorax and forces the abdominal viscera dowawards.
Ini England tight lacing is comparatively infrequent, and only
existed in about 1 per.cent. of the cases of gastroptosi.s that have
corne under n-.y notice. (7) In rare instances, inflammatory
shortening of the great omentuni drags the great curvature
of the stomnach downwvards, and causes m-uch. dispiacement
of the viscus. ln one of my cases the omientum xvas represented
by two fibrous cards, xvhich Nvere fixed at their lower extrernities
to the wali of the pelvis, and had dragged the stomach into
the umibilical region; white in another it formed a tigh.t sheet,
which xvas adherent on either side to Poupar>s ligament, and
had not only displaced the stomach and colon, but had also corn-
pressed the small intestines against trie spine.

Syinpoms.-Gastroptosis is a condition that is extremnely
variable in its clinical expression. In many instances, probably
in the majority, it remains latent throughout the greater part
of life, and il rnay only be as the resuit of a severe illness or
phvsical shock that the characteristic symptomns àre called into


