
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

Biartholomi.i one learns about the nature and extent of the studies of
the physician of the fourteenth century. Medical practice at that per-
iod was sometimes carried on hy a layman or an ecclesiastic. The priory
andl hospital of St. Bartholomew were founded by Rahere in the reigu
of Hlenry I. In his writing, John M.Nirfeld speaks of his master. lHe tells
tis that is master cured a case of hydrocephalus by applyiug suiphur
oininenit to the head and then binding it up for a month iii warm wool.
Ife then tapped the head in front by a cautery, and later on lie tapped
i le baek of the head, and more water came out. lu a year the girl was
wedl Ie closed the wounds witli tents. This same master treated a
mnan who stabbed himself, and food, fluid and air came out throtîgh the
wound. ieé joîned the parts and applied powders and bandages. The
wouind healed. A woman lost lier speech, and lie rubbed the patate with
ome preparation. She recovercd and praised his skill. A youtli was
brought to this fainous master with a large carbuncle on lis neck. lie
treated him with large doses of tyriacum, and the youth recovered
beyond ail expectation. On this case Mirfeld's master said: "that lie
had neyer seen anyone cisc wlio liad recovered after being in a faint
and tremnor, and especially without pulse." flere we have an indica.
tien thiat at that period there was a knowiedge of the value of pulse
taig.

The tyriacum of that period is said to have been handed down froni
mithridates. King of Pontus. It was ca1hed mithridatium, and later on
theriaca. At first it contained thirty-eiglit ingredients, then fifty-tliree,
and firnally seventy-five'. An important constituent in it was opium. In
174,5, Dr. William ileberden wrote an article attacking its use.

Nichiolas Tyngewick was physician to Edward 1. lie lectured on
physic at Oxford, and is mentioned in two documents of 1306. Mirfeld
gtates iliat Nicliolas Tyngewich rode forty miles to sec a woman wlio had
a cure for jaundice, and paid lier a sum of money to bo tauglit lier
metiiod. The documents mentioning Nicliolas Tyngewick are one by
gdward I, conferring on him a Living, and the other that of Pope
clemelit V confirming the same.

Jo~hn Mirfetd belonged to tlie priory of St. Bartiolomew, and re-
prc.ented tlie convent in 1392 and 1393. Ie was granted a eliamber on
the soutli of the clinrcli, and was a liberal benefactor of tlie priory. It
j, tlhought that lie attendcd the lectures of Nicholas Tyngewick in 1336,
when quite Young.

John of St. Gîtes was a very learned man of the reign of Hienry Ii,
an was physician to the Bishop of Lincoln. lie studied at Oxford,
paris and Montpellier. Hie became physician to Philip Augustus of
Frae He lived in Paris in the liospitat of St. James, whieli lie had


