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obstruction whatever at the papilla. VerY muell huiniliated, we put
a drainage tube into the common duet and elosed the abdomeni.A
careful search of the first stool passed after the operationi rovealed a
stoue of coinsiderable size. For the first fortnight the patient, ani old
and rather weak man, drained bile very freely and during titis period
presented that peculiar but typical picture of inarked inetal zind
physican depression, which promptly cleared up just as sooni as thi, býil
began to flow through the proper channels. This complete loas of bile@
in old and debilitated patients is an important argument againatriu
age of the comtton <luet or gaII-bladder for too long a period.

1 have upon more than one occasion, after having satisiied mysvif
that 1 had reinoved ail the atones froixi the gall-bladder and duets,
found a few weeks later, upon the rexuoval of the drainage, tul>v from
the gall-bladder, a atone lodged ini its lumen or have had one or two
anialler stones follow its withidrawaiý\;. Is there any way of thorOughLyýIý
exploring and emptying the biliar 'y tract of stones? 1. know of noueè.
Ail writers report a amail but appreciable percentage of (tone ove-
looked. It is impossible to estimate the exact percentage, buw t is
probably not far froin five per cent. Ke* estiinates bis owII failuires
at one per cent. I always make il. a practice to open every gali-bladderel
and insert a finger into it. With this linger in the gaIl-bladdur andi
with two lingera of the otiier hand, one on cither side, strîp thie ducita
ini both directions, the hepatie downward, and the common upwaNvrd,
toward the cystie duct. This same procedure ia followed out wýith a
uterine sound in the hepatic and conimon ducts lu order thus te idenq-
tify them without question. But, aftcr ail, this care, 1 have oeceasioizlNau
overlooked small atones. It is, therefore, impossible for the consek1n
tious surgeon, when a case returna to him with recurreince of syrinptomli
suggesting the presence of a stone, to salve his conscience by stating to
his patient that atones have surely reforrned. That they do oecCsioniauy
reform, however, there can be ne doubt. 1 have recently operated,( a
second time upon a patient for whom 1 had operated just a year, pruvi-
ously. At that time, the patient, an old lady, with a bad lieart and
kidneys, was suffering from a muel inflamed, thickened and deforme<j
gall-bladder full of stones which I should have excised, but for, hier
poor condition. A ycar later, after complete relief of her iayiptoirL%
for about ten months, 1 was called to sec lier in an almost idenltic&Il
condition to that which was present when I lad irst seen her. 1 oper-
ated and found the gall-bladder again full of atones. Had I flot thoýr-
oughly emptied it at the first operation witl my linger 111 its lumiien,
1 could lardly have believed it possible that s0 many should haive re-
formed in sucb a comparatively short time. Deaver 'reports a case


