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‘had ‘broken off in the urethra and remained in the bladder. The
fragments will be scen in the collection,

Again, I once w:xs aware, in using a‘lithotrite in 2 malc, that I
had cluted liar.  On withdrawing the
aeze was a black substance about-an inch long between the blades.
A surgeon prescnt, who had been in charge of the case for years, im-
mediat.ly exclaimed, ““ Egad! this is the end of my gutta-percha ca-
theter.” A terrible revelation, for in the inferim the patient had un-
dergone prolonged treatment for chronic inflummation of the blad-
det, and had actually-gone a voyage to Madeira in search of health.

I put as much faith as any man does in the chemical treatment,
if X may so call it, of the diathesis of stone, bul when once a stone
has formed (and in most instances it'is so without marked premon-
itory warning) the “ fact "of stune is established, and there may be
room for doubt whether chemical treatinent does not then make
matters worse , for, whatever the quality of urine, the chances are
that a nucleus being present, deposition of stone will go on with in-
creased rapidity, cquivalent to the increase of size of the stone.
Tnat there may be exceptions to this rule, Iadmit, and there are
‘two stones in my collection from one bladder, which are su smoothly
polished Ly attrition-that the furmativn of more stone had probably
ceased for many months, if not years before they were removed.

I have referred, gentlemen, to the chemical treatment of stone
in-the Lladder, chiefly for the purpose of ventilating a sort of heresy
of my own—viz., that in our treatment of stone, and in our cstimate
of specimens of stone in our muscum, the chemical cumpusition has
been improperly the feature mwst referred to as the une of the great-
est importance. Stone in the bladder is essentially a surgical dis-
case, it can be treated effectually only by the surgeon, and tv him
the size, or, I may call it, the circumference of the substance to be
yemoved, possess the most engrossing interest, whether he looks to
his own mechanical work or the safety of his patént, for I hald it
as a maxim, particulary in lithotomy, that the bigger the passage re-
quired for egress, the more difficult and the more dangerous is the
operation. The acoudienr considers the size of the head, but does
not trouble about its chemical qualities ur compositon.  So should
the surgeon the stone, both in regard to lithotomy and lithotrity.—
The Doctor.
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