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“zimple ointment, 7 drachams; glycerine, 1 dram.
The ointment of lead of the present pharmacopeia
is too-sivong for cases of chronic eczewa or psoris-
sis, it coniains G2 grains to the ounce; whereas,
from one-ifthk to one-fourth of that quantity is
sufficient, and more useful than the pharmacopwial
strenerth. The use of constitutional treatment must
be cownbined with this.—{Di. W. . Belehoir}—
Betrospect.

MiziTaRT HOSPITAL ARRANGLMENTS IN PRCOss1A.

—Prof Eamarch, of Kiel, has substituicd the
ordin; ririing triangle for the bLondage which

Prussinn sciciers used 1o emry in their knaysacks.
He has managed the triangls in such away thatthe
sing of wounds and fractures can, belind
2z line, be instantly coplied, guas avd hay-
onets being used as temporary solinds, 3 Witt-
maack has seui o the exhibition of Blicl an oil
peinting representng an action, and the manuer in
which the triangle should be used. 'The picture
has attracted muchattention, and ithas been ordered
to be printed on cach of the triangles given to the
troops, so that they may, on the very iinen uwsed,
see the manner of employing it.

Tae TrEATMENT OF ToXNGUE-TIE.—The method
which Mr. Maunder has been in the habit of em-
ploying to remedy this malformation is tu tear or
lacerate the mewbrane with the forefinger. The
finger is, of course, introduced into the mouth to
ascertain the existence of the deformity, and this is
no sooner recognized than pressure directed dowr-
wards and backwards towards the floorof the mouth
{the finger-nail resting on the frienum) tears the
laticr, and the object is elleeted.  This me: Mr.
Maunder rewmnrks, is very stunle, calt be curied out
under the veil of making a digital examinaiion,
a8 no surgical instrument is employed, is 13
aceeptable Lo mothers.—Luedd,

To the Editor of The Lancet.

Sie,—In Tie Tlnes of Fridar, 16th July, there
is an interesting accow from Melborne, Australis,
of the death of o respected magigivite oI that town
froan the Lile of a tiger-snal A showman was
exhiviting venomous sunkes of this deseriytion,
pretending as the same thine that he had a remedy
for their bite, which hezold. o yprove the asseried
fact, he was in the habit of allowing himsclf to be
bitten, wnd then applying his remedy, without evil
consequences,  Mr, Drumnimond declared the snakes
were harmless, that the whole business was an im-
pusture, and insisting on heing bitten hin
prove his assertion. Although the showman was
very averse to the experiment, 3Mr. Drummond vas
Litten above the wrist. The usual symptowms of
snake-poisoning came on, and notwithstanding the
rewedy, he died the next day.

The important medical or physiological feature in
this case 1s the undcniable fact that the showman
was in the habit of exposing himself to the bites of
the samoe snakes without suftering to any perceptible
estent; in other words, that he was proof against
the animal poison of the snake,

I believe this fact corroborates an opinion which

have long held, that there are many animal poi-
Bong, besides the pathological cnes of smallpex,

- measles, etc., which have the power of so modifying

the animal economy, if it does not suceumb to their
influence, as to render it subsequently all but proof .
against them. Tlis fact I may ilnstrate by the
mosquito, whe attacks I witness every autnmn
on the Genoesc Iliviera. Most newccmers, fresh
from porthern countries, are terribly punished on-
their arrival in the south of Europe, asalsoin all -
warm climites; ond when these same porsons re--
turn to the South a second or third winter, they -
are stili bithen, bt the poiscn produces scarce any

. pain or swelling, as is the case with the natives of

' the district.

In tionieal cliates it is gencrally
comzidercd, I believe, that the skin gradually be-
comes less freely supriied with blood, under the
indinencz of continued heaz, and less Hable to.
inflawae vnder the intlustce of the poison. Butin
my opindon the redd cause of this comparative im-
munily is that the enlive cconerey has been inocu-
ted with the poisen, and is henecforth less lable
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1ts acticn.
A friend of mine, Colonel deadows Taylor, tells
1me that he has known in India snake-charmers and
others who cenld besr the bite of the cobra di ca-
pelio, a nioal v ke, with perfeet immu-
nity,  Probabhly, having cseaned death the first time
they were bitten. the inocculation rendered them
prouf against the poison afterwanls. These facts
certainly open the field to mueh speculation with
regard to the infnence of imoculation of animal
poisons generally on the huwan ceonomy.

am, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. Huxey Bexxer, M.D.
Grosvenor siroct, July, 1863,
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oF A\psezss oY CHLoRIDE OF ZINC.—
o of the Clinieal Socicty of Londen, Mr. |
u read o paner on the use of Chloride of
fon in thetroatment of abscess connected
cod joints, insisting upon the utility of
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cantieptics I general, which he considered a gread

hoom in the treatiwens of hospitad patients. At the
Alddiesex there hind been o remarsable diminution
iu the number of coses of pyicmia and erysipelas
ocerring in the wards since these remedies had
been generally used. The chloride of zine scems
to form o coagmlum over the wound, and this is in-
copable of decomyposition, and fluids in the wound
are thus kept free from taind,  Afler some remarks
respecting che causzes of pulrefactive decomposition,
he mendioned several eases in which abscess was
treated with {le chloride under the most unfavor-
able civeumstances. Their eure had been as rapid
as could be the case in abscess of the same extent
in the most healthy persons, placed under the most-
favorable conditions.  The cnsesrelated were chosen
sineply because they all hnppened to be in the
hospital at the same time.—Mcdical Record.

To REuEVE Paix 1y Oppy CaXcErR.—In the -
London Middlesex Hospital (Lancet, Aug. 8, 1868) -
the intense pain of open cancer is best relieved by -
the stramoniuin ointment, The following formuls
is the one in use at that institution: Half a pound
of fresh stramonium leaves and two pounds of lards
mix the bruised leaves with the Iard, and expose to
a mild heat until the leaves become friable, then-
strain through lint. The ointment is spread upon’
lint, and the dressing changed three times a day. **



