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NOTES OF NEW. YORK HOSPITAL PRACTICE.

From the New York Medical Record.
CHARITY HOSPITAL.

P~xruMonia.—The remedies commonly employed
in this hospital in the treatment of pneumonia, are
quinine, carbonate of ammonix, and the alcobolies;
occasionally, if -the fever is too brisk. liq. ammon.
acetatis is administered. The oil-silk jacket is uni-
formly adopted. Quinine is administered from the
beginning. Aleohol, as a rule, is early resorted to.
Carbonate of ammonia comes in before the second
stage becomes completely developed, and is con
tinved thronghout the remaining portion of the
course. Diet includes hospital extras. An effort
was made by one of the visiting physicians to with-
draw, somewhat at least, from this highly tonic and
stimulating plan of treatment, Accordingly, liq.
ammon. acetatis and tincture of aconite were recom-
mended as the chief remedies to be employed during
the earlier part of the disease; but the cxperiment
proved so disastrous, the rate of mortality increas-
ing so rapidly. that the attempt at reformation was
at once abandoned.

The constitutional eondition of the patients who
find admission to this hospital, doubtless has a con-
trolling influence upon the treatment necessary to
be adopted in this class of diseases, if the best results
would be obtained.

ExpecTorANT MIXTURE.—An expectorant mix-
ture very commonly used in cases of chronic brou-
chitis, and with very good results, is the following :
Ammon. mariat. ; liq. morph. sulph (Mag.), of each
one drachm; syr, tolu; syr. scille co., of each one
ounce. Miz. 8. one drachm, t.i.d.

NigET-SWEATs OF PrTHISIS,—House-Physician
Smith remarked that two-grain pills of oxile of zine
t.i.d., has answered a better purpose 'in his division
for controlling this symptom than any remedy that
had been employed.

AcuTE ARTiCULAR RHEUMATISM.—Dr. Smith
also directed my attention to an external application
to be used for the joints, during the progress of this
affection. The following is the formula: Tinet. opii,
oue ounce ; spts. chloroform, one and a half ounce;
lin. saponis, ad., one pint. Mix. This liniment is
applied freely over the joints, and immediately cov-
ered with cotton and oil-silk. The relief from pain
afforded by this application has heen very gratifying
to all his rheumatic patients. The general treatment
is alkaline, .

IrriTaRLE StoMacHS.—The case to which my
attention was dirceted, was one in which the ordinary
irritability of stomach associated with phthisis, re-
quired special treatment. The method of treatment,
bowever, is almost uniformly adopted when an irni-
table condition of the stomach manifests itself in con-
nection with any chronic disease. The remedy is ruw
beef, chopped fine, and seasoned with salt, pepper,
and vinegar. The patient is to subsist entirely upon
beef prepared in this manner. Dr. Smith remarked
that this plan had, in his wards, seldom failed to
afford relief to this condition, when associated with
any chronic affection,

SILICATE OF S0DA IN THE TREATMENT OF FRAC-
TURES.—House-Surgeor Pierce informed me that
he had employed the silicate of soda in his division
in the treztment of fractures equally as much as he
had employed PrasTER-oF-PaRris. The soda splint
has furnished very pleasing results, and, when care-
fully apulied, makes a most elegant and serviceable
splint. ‘Three bandages are ordinarily used, the limb
being coated over with the silicate, after the appli-
cation of each bandage. It is also well, and perhaps -
always advisable, to add narrow strips of pasteboard
as the bandages are being applied. Extension, in
the proper dircction, must be ma};_]tained until the
splint is thoroughly dried.

ACETIC SPRAY IN DIPHTHERIA,—Diptheria, scar-
let fever, typhus and typhoid fevers, and small-pox,
constitute a group by themselves.

By present arrangement this department falls
under charge of the hospital staff, as one of the
branches of “ Qut-door Service.” Dr. Partridge,
Housc-Physician, mentioned that, with regard to
diphtheria,very satisfactory results had been obtained
in the local treatment of the discase by the use of
acetic acid, in solutions of varying strength, in the
form of spray. The remedy is used by means of
the so-called atomizer. Itseems to have the power to
dissolve the membrane, and in several cases, where
well-developed and somewhat advanced eroupy symp-
toms were present, all were relieved, and that quite
speedily, by the use of this agent. The administra-
tion of alcoholics is governed by the condition of
pulse and tewperature. The rate of mortality is
small.

IrcHING AND Prrrivg IN Smarr-Pox.—To
relieve the intense itehing which attends this erup-
tion, washing the surface with glycerine and water
acts as if by magie. .

To prevent pitting, one of the visiting physicians.
recommended the use of tr. iodine. The remedy
should be employed, if possible, before vesicles are
formed. It is to be applied once a day. The effect
of this remedy has not been sufficiently noted in the
Small-Pox Hospital to warrant any conclusion rela~
tive to its value in this direction.

It was used, in one case, after the eruption had
been vesicular for one or two days, but before it had
become pustular ; and only a moderate amount of
pitting followed. Whether the adoption of an ectrotic
plan of treatment will not do the patient more harm
than can be counterbalanced by the benefit arising
from a moderate arrest of pitting, or even a complete:
preveution of pitting, is, in many cases, thought to
be a question worthy of consideration.

To prevent the formatisn of abscesses, the com.,
bined hypophosphites have served a very excellent
purpose. One patient had eight abscesses, and ano-
ther four, at various situations on the body, and as
had rapidly healed under the influence of this com-
bination treatment. In several instances, threatened
formation of abscess had been dispelled. The influ-
ence of this remedy, therefore, was looked upon with
favor, for the reasou that abscesses, under such cir-
cumstances, are not infrequently attended with
& rave vesults. ’ ,




