
RETROSPECT DEPART3ENT.

Dr. Seelig writes of it as an adjuvant in the administration of
general anæsthesia and presents a series of sixty-five administrations,
and Dr. Emil Ries reports its use as a general anosthetic in seventy-
two cases.

Scopolaené is an :alkaloid of ~iyoscyamus -nige and ;isakin to
hyoscine, hyoseyamine,' atropine and daturine. -It is most closely
related to hyoscine. In 1900, Schneiderlin published the first paper
advocating the use of scopolamine as a substitute for general anæs-
thesia sufficiently profound to permit the performance of any opera-
tion.

Seelig, in his cases, gave a hypodermie injection of sepolamirie
hydrobromate , grain, and morphine 1- grain, one-half hour before
the administration of the general anaesthetie (ethyl chloride first and
then ether). The results were considered, highly satisfactory. The
advantages are stated to be: almost one-half of: the ether-usually
required, is used; vomiting is lessend-it did not occur at al] in
seventy-seven per cent. of the cases-and nausea is infrequentý the
patients are in a peaceful state.of mind and go under the influenceof
the. general anæsthetic without excitement ; salivation is néarly
always absent: there is less pain and discomfort and restlessries
after operation.

Ries has used scopalomine-morphine as the general ànesthetic in
his casés, and not a§ an àdjuvant as in- Seelig's cases, somnetimes,
however, giving a small amount ·of chloroform when necessary to
complete the anæsthesia. The in'jections are givenin three doses,
two .and a half, one and- a half, and one hour' befdre the operation.
One-tenth milligramme scopolamine anel twenty-five milligràmmesof
morphine are divided into the three doses. The patient sleeps for
about five hiurs after the last injection.

There' appears to be some doubt of the safety of the drug when

given in this manner, whiie when given as as adj*vant t ether in a,
sm'aller dose, it is thought to be safe.

The whole 4uestion is'iow' upon trial, and the advan 1 ages or otherý
wise can only be deter:nined after prolongëd experience: This can
readily be appreciated when one realizes that tle relative advantages
of chloroform and ether are still debated.

In the meantiine, one feels inlinel tô s and aside and allow some
one else to make the investigatio7,i.
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