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Dr. Seelig writes of it as an adjuvant in the administration of
general ansesthesia and presents a series of sixty-five administrations,
and Dr. Emil Ries reporbs its use asa general anzsthetic in seventy- -
two cases.’

Scopolaafine is an ‘alkaloid of hiyoscyamus ‘nigei: and ;,185&,1%1& te
hyoscine, hyoscyamine, atropine and daturine. -It is- most closel; ly
related to hyoscine. In 1900, Schneiderlin. published the first paper
advocating the use of scopolamlne as a substitute for - geueral anas-
thesia sufficiently pro"ound to permlb t,he performa.nce of a,ny opera-
tion. ’

Seelig, in his cases, give a hypodermlc injection of scopolamme'
hydrobromate }; grain, and morphine ¥ grain, one-half hour before
the administration of the general anmsthetic (ethyl chloride first and
theu ether). The results were -considered highly satisfactory. The

advantages are stated to be: almost oue-half :of the etherusually
required, is used; vomiting is lessened—it did not oceur at all in
seventy- 9even per_cent. of the cases—and nauses is mfrequent ‘the.
putients are in a peaceful state of mind and go under the mﬁuence of:
the . general anssthetic without excitement; salivation is . near}y
always absent: there is less pam and mbeomfow a.nd resblebaness‘,
after operation. o B

Ries has used scopalomine-morphine as the general anaesthetlc in
his. cases, and ‘not as an adjuvant as in- Seelig’s cases, someblmes
however, giving a small amount -of chloroform when necessary. to
compleue the anssthesia. The 1nJectlons are glven it three doses,‘
two.und a half, one and a half, and one hour before the opelatlon ‘
One-tenth mlllwmmme scopolamme anfi twenty-ﬁve mllhgrammes of
morphme are d1v1ded into the three doses. The pament sleeps for
about five hours after the ]ast anectlon

There " appears ‘to be some doubt of the safety of the drug when'
given in this manner, white “when. given as as ad‘]wanb to &t ber in &
sma]ler dose, it is- bhought to be safe C . <

The whole question is"how’ upon triai, ‘and the advantades or other-
wise can only be determined after - prolonoed experience: Thls ea,n'
readily be appreclated when one realizes thqt the re]atwe adx antages
of chloroform and ebher are stlll debated ) ‘

In the meantime, oné feels mclmel to stand aSIde and allow some
one elae to make the mvestzgatzom - ‘ '



